
Amnesty wants rights monitored in Hebron 

’ LONDON (R) — Amnesty International said on Friday the mandate 
for an international force being sent to the Israeli-occupied West Bank 
town of Hebron should be extended to include the monitoring of 
human rights. ‘The mandate (of the force) is vague, we want it to 
include monitoring of specific human rights like ... the right to life and 
" the right not to be tortured,” a spokesman for the London-based 
■ human rights group said. Norway, Denmark and Italy arc sending 160 
•• troops and policemen as observers to Hebron, where more than 30 
* Palestinians were massacred by a Jewish settler in a mos que o n Feb. 
, 25. The Temporary International Presence in Hebron (JIPH) was 
agreed last month in Cairo after talks between Israel, the Palestine 

- Liberation Organisation (FLO), and the three participating nations. 
~ The force has a .mandate to provide "a feeling of security to the 

Palestinians of Hebron” and “promote stability.” Amnesty said it was 
the first mandated monitoring force m the West Bank. A more defined 
mandate is still being negotiated and Amnesty expect the force to be in 
: Hebron within two weeks. It will only observe events and will report 

- to a joint Israel-PLO committee. 
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U.N. ballistics 
team leaves Iraq 

BAGHDAD (R) — A team of 
United Nations ballistics ex- 
perts left Baghdad on Friday 
after completing the first part 
.of a 30-day mission to inspect 
missile facilities m Iraq. TTieir 
ai'nt is to set out the type of 
monitoring the U.N. would 
need at individual sites to en- 
sure that Iraq does not acquire 
weapons of mass destruction 
'again. The team is to visit Iraq 
for a total of 30 days over the 
next two months. Team leader 
John Lanabee told reporters 
that the mission had been suc- 
cessful so far and that the 
Iraqis bad complied fully with 
•U.N. requests. A team of U.N. 
biological experts was ex- 
pected to arrive in Baghdad 
■later on Friday. 

Saddam building 
‘alternative capital’ 

■CAIRO (R) — The London- 
based opporition to the Iraqi 
government said on Friday that 
President Saddam Hussein was 
developing a large area north- 
west of Baghdad as an alterna- 
tive capita] in case he needed 
one. The free Iraqi Council, in 
a faxed report, said the govern- 
ment bad already expanded its 
installations on the northern 
shore of Lake Tharthar, where 
President Saddam has a 
palace. The installations in- 
cluded a backup joint opera- 
tions centre, buildings for spe- 
cial security forces and a deten- 
tion camp for important pris- 
oners, it said. The lake lies 
about 140 kilometres north- 
west of Baghdad and the 
northern shore is close to Tak- 
rit. President Sad dam's home- 
town. 

Zhirinovsky in Duma 
scuffle— deputy 

MOSCOW (R) — Russian 
nationalist leader Vladimir 
Zhirinovsky was involved in a 
brief scuffle with a breakaway 
member of his Liberal Demo- 
cratic Party (LDP) in parlia- 
ment on Friday, witnesses said. 
An LDP spokesman said the 
incident was provoked by a 
journalist who interfered in a 
discussion between the two 
men. Valery Borshchov, a 
member of the centrist Yablo- 
ko grouping, said he saw Mr. 
Zhirinovsky standing in the 
corridors outside the debating 
Chamber shouting angrily at 
Vladimir Borzyuk, who has 
been formally expelled from 
the LDP for opposing his lead- 
er. “Zhirinovsky then seized 
of Borzyuk," Borshchov 
said. ‘T stepped in to drag 
them apart." Minutes earlier 
Mr. Zhirinovsky, involved in a 
similar scuffle in the Duma 
parliament's canteen in Janu- 
ary, had denounced Mr. Bor- 
zyuk in the chamber as a 
traitor. 

Kuwait floats idea 
of confederation 

KUWAIT (R) — A confedera- 
tion might be a viable option 
for any two Gulf Cooperation 
Council (GCC) states wanting 
to boost security, a senior 
Kuwaiti official has said. “Liv- 
ing in units of bigger space” 
under a “merger" of states 
might be one element in a 
future security policy mix. 
Foreign Ministry Under- 
secretary Suleiman A1 Sha- 
heen said this week. Mr. Sha- 
heen was speaking hypotheti- 
cally and in his personal capac- 
ity on Monday to a conference 
of- Kuwaiti and foreign 
academics on the consequ- 
ences of Iraq’s 1990-91 occupa- 
tion. He did not say whether 
he envisaged a confederation 
leading to outright political un- 
ity and did not identify any 
countries he thought might be 
suitable candidates for a con- 
federation. 

Nirvana star found 
dead 

SEATTLE (Agencies) — Nir- 
vana lead singer Kurt Cobain 
died of an apparent self- 
inflicted gunshot wound, a 
Seattle radio station said Fri- 
day. Seattle radio station 
KIRO said the body had been 
identified as that of Cobain, 
27. Seattle police said earlier 
that a body of a white man in 
his 20s with a suicide note 
nearby had been found at Co- 
Sain’s home, but they did not 
identify the body. 


Occupied territories 
face indefinite closure 


TEL AVIV (Agencies) — 
Israel's most concerted sweep 
ever Friday to purge the coun- 
tiy of Palestinian workers from 
the occupied territories after a 
series of attacks on Israelis will 
likely be extended indefinitely, 
officials said. 

Agriculture Minister Yaacov 
Tsur told reporters after a 
four-hour meeting of the spe- 
cial security cabinet that foe 
government would seek an 
open-ended closure. 

Mr. Tsur said the measure 
was designed “to restore a 
feeling of security to Israelis." 
Israel would import foreign 
workers to replace foe tens of 
thousands of Palestinians kept 
out, he said. 

At Friday's meeting, minis- 
ters expressed “condemnation 
and rage" over the attacks this 
week, Rabin spokesman Oded 
Ben-Ami said. He said minis- 
ters would also debate an ex- 
tended closure at foe regular 
cabinet session Sunday. 

The extraordinary session 
came after foe army ordered 
foe occupied territories closed 
Thursday night, barring travel 
to Israel by foe two million 
Palestinians living in foe West 
Bank and Gaza Strip. All vehi- 
cles were banned. 

Police Minister Moshe Shah- 
al said 400 Palestinians had 
been caught, some who bad 
been living illegally in Israel 
for months, and their em- 
ployers fined heavily for giving 
them jobs and places to sleep. 

A car-bomb Wednesday and 
a shooting attack Thursday, 
both carried out by Palesti- 


nians who crossed into Israel, 
left eight Israelis dead and 
almost 50 wounded. Two 
Israelis were also stabbed and 
slightly wounded by Arabs at 
entrances to the Gaza Strip. 

The Hamas group warned in 
a leaflet Thursday that they 
would wreck “independence 
day'’ celebrations with a series 
of attacks to avenge the Feb. 
25 Hebron massacre, when a 
Jewish settler shot dead more 
than 30 Muslim worshippers. 

Speaking on army radio, Mr. 
Sfaahai said the current closure 
would be more strict than pre- 
vious ones. “The difference 
this time ... can be referred to 
as cleaning the area of resi- 
dents from the territories 
staying in Israel without per- 
mits/’ he said. 

Mr. Shahal said it was time 
to wean the country from 
Palestinian labourers from the 
occupied territories, mostly 
construction and farm work- 
ers. 

“The Palestinians have to 
know that there is an economic 
price to pay for attacks, and we 
In Israel must know that we got 
by without them and can get by 
without them today/’ Mr. 
Shahal said on Israel Radio. 

Before the foil closure was 
ordered, army officials said ab- 
out 30,000 Palestinians had 
work permits. The figure has 
dropped from 120,000 since a 
series of stabbings in March 
1993. 

The dragnet affected U.S. 
civil rights leader Jesse Jack- 
son, here to address an 
academic conference organised 


by Hebron University to mark 
the 30th anniversary of the 
Palestine Liberation Organisa- 
tion (PLO). 

Israel barred the conference 
as a security risk and his con- 
voy was stopped repeatedly on 
foe way to tour Hebron (see 
separate story). Hospitals re- 
ported eight wounded by bul- 
lets after foe Israeli army 
opened fire on hundreds of 
Palestinians throwing stones 
after listening to a Jackson 
speech. 

The closure tightens restric- 
tions in place since the Hebron 
mosque massacre and brought 
an immediate outcry from con- 
tractors and large agricultural 
concerns that rely heavily on 
Arab labour. 

Amos Baram, director 
general of the contractors’ 
association, said Israel should 
immediately bring in 30.000 
foreign labourers. Officials 
said they were seeking trained 
construction workers from 
Thailand and Romania, even 
though Israel’s unemployment 
rate is about 10 per cent. Most 
Israels avoid menial labour 
because the wages nearly 
match unemployment checks. 

Up to 15,000 foreign con- 
struction workers and 3/250 
farm workers will be brought 
into Israel. Israel Radio said. 
In addition, foe government 
will subsidise salaries to per- 
suade 2,000 Israelis to work on 
forms. 

The attacks, which under- 
mined support for Israel-PLO 

(Continued on page 5) 


Hosokawa resigns; Tokyo 
political scene in chaos 


TOKYO (Agencies) — Prune 
Minister Morihiro Hosokawa, 
mired in a scandal over his 
personal finances that has pa- 
ralysed business in parliament, 
said Friday he will resign. 

Mr. Hosokawa told a 
hastily-called news conference 
that he had already expressed 
his intention to resign at an 
emergency meeting of the 
cabinet Friday afternoon. 

“I have told the leaders of 
my coalition government and 
an emergency meeting of the 
cabinet of my intention to res- 
ign,” Mr. Hosokawa said. “I 
have received their approval.” 

The news threw Japan’s 
already volatile political world 
into deep confusion, and sent 
stock prices plunging, though 
they later bounced back (See 
page 6). 

Mr. Hosokawa, who came to 
office eight months ago prom- 
ising to clean up Japan's cor- 
rupt politics, would be the 
fourth of Japan’s last five 
prime ministers to step down 
because of scandal. 

He said that although the 
questions regarding his fi- 
nances relate to transactions 


that occurred before he took 
office, they were “something 
for which I must take moral 
responsibility.” 

"I apologise, and ask for 
your understanding," he said, 
adding that he made the deci- 
sion to step down Thursday 
night after discussing the situa- 
tion with his wife. 

It was undear when the res- 
ignation would take effect. 

The Japan Broadcasting 
Corporation said Mr. Hosoka- 
wa’s cabinet was expected to 
resign as early as Saturday. 
Kyodo News Service quoted a 
coalition official as saying 
Foreign Minister Tsutomu 
Hata was foe only possible 
replacement for Mr. Hosoka- 
wa. 

President Bill Clinton, told 
of Mr. Hosokawa's decision as 
he arrived in Minnesota on a 
midwest trip, said he was sorry 
to hear foe news. 

“The president has enjoyed 
a good and candid relationship 
with foe prime minister and 
they have worked together on 
many issues. The president 
now looks forward to working 
with his successor and the suc- 


cessor government,” spokes- 
man Ginny Terzano said. 

Mr. Hosokawa, who took 
office last August pledging to 
stamp out corruption in public 
life, was himself felled by 
allegations of financial im- 
propriety. 

He said Friday he had de- 
cided to quit to take responsi- 
bility for foiling to dear up 
doubts over his financial deal- 
ings, and for provoking a four- 
week opposition boycott of 
parliamentary business. 

The self-prod aimed “Mr. 
Clean" said there was nothing 
wrong with two loans he 
accepted during foe 1980s, but 
acknowledged that new irregu- 
larities bad just come to light. 

“I have discovered that 
there were legal problems with 
the way a person, an old friend 
of mine, was investing my per- 
sonal funds for a few years 
from 1981,” Mr. Hosokawa 
went on. 

“I have dedded that I must 
clarify my responsibility as a 
reformist leader.” 

True to his aloof style, he 

(Continued on page 5) 


Army massacres reported in 
Kigali after president killed 


KIGALI (Agencies) — Nuns, 
priests, aid workers and U.N. 
peacekeepers fell victim to 
massacres in Kigali as tribal 
bloodletting and renewed dvil 
war gripped the Rwandan 
capital. 

Some of the killings were 
blamed by witnesses and West- 
ern offidals on Friday on mem- 
bers of the Rwandan army and 
presidential guard. 

Soldiers were apparently re- 
taliating for the killing of Presi- 
dent Juvenal Habyarimana, a 
member of the majority Hutu 
tribe, in a rocket attack on h is 
plane on Wednesday night. 

Prime Minister Agathe Uwi- 
lingiyimana, of the minority 
Tutsi tribe, was killed by gov- 
ernment soldiers on Thursday. 

Fighting continued on Fri- 
day for a second day around 
the parliament building which 
had been the base for an esti- 
mated 600 rebels of the pre- 
dominantly Tutsi Rwanda Pat- 
riotic From (RPF) who en- 
tered Kigali in December 


under a U.N.-backed peace 
plan to end four years of civil 
war. 

France said on Friday that 
several Rwandan government 
ministers and leading figures, 
as well as Belgian, Ghanaian 
and Bangladeshi U.N. 
peacekeepers, had been killed 
in the Central African country. 

“We are dismayed by the 
assassinations, that of the 
prime minister, those of minis- 
ters and of several leading fi- 
gures/' foreign ministry 
spokesman Richard Duque 
told reporters. He did not 
name the ministers or identify 
the killers. 

Belgium said earlier that 10 
of its U.N. peacekeepers 
assigned to protect the prime 
minister had been killed by 
soldiers. 

Three cabinet ministers and 
two human rights activists also 
were reported abducted during 
the bloodshed in Kigali, which 
erupted Thursday several 
hours after the presidents of 


Rwanda and Burundi died in a 
plane crash. The Rwandan 
government said the plane was 
shot down by unidentified 
attackers. 

President Habyarimana and 
his Burundian counterpart, 
Cyprian Ntaryamira, were re- 
turning from regional talks on 
ending decades of strife in their 
nations between the majority 
Hutu ethnic group and minor- 
ity Tutsis. Both presidents 
were Huto. 

It remained unclear if any 
group was in control of Kigali. 
Much of the city was reported 
without electricity overnight. 

Many of the killings were 
blamed on the Hutu- 
dominated presidential guard, 
but armed bands of young men 
also were seen roaming the 
streets. In addition, U.N. 
sources said members of a for- 
mer rebel movement that was 
mainly Tutsi broke out of a 
U.N. compound and report ed- 

(Continned on page 10) 



Two Palestinian women walk past Israeli soldiers 
watching Muslims on their way to Friday 


prayers at Jerusalem's A1 Aqsa Mosque (AFP 
photo) 


U.S. presses Arafat to 
condemn Afula attack 


WASHINGTON (Agencies) 
— The Clinton administration 
is dissatisfied with the Pales- 
tine Liberation Organisation's 
(PLO) offer of condolences to 
the families of Israelis killed 
and wounded in a series of 
attacks on civilians. 

“We wish they would con- 
demn foe violence/' Secretary 
of State Warren Christopher 
said Thursday evening. 

Noting that Israeli Prime 
Minister Yitzhak Rabin 
promptly and unequivocally 
condemned foe bloody attack 
in February on mosque in 
Hebron, Mr. Christopher said 
on PBS’s “Macneil-Lehrer 
newshour" that “we would like 
to see a comparable statement 
from the other side, frankly/' 

Earlier, State Department 
spokesman Michael McCurry 
said the United States believes 
the PLO and Arab govern- 
ments “should join with the 
international community... in 
condemning these acts of vio- 
lence.” 

He quickly qualified foe 
statement to say “all acts of 
violence” and denounced the 
perpetrators as “enemies of 
the peace process, itself.” 

Unlike some Israelis, the 
State Department does not 
want Mideast negotiations sus- 
pended in protest. 

“The people who conduct 
this violence prey on fear/' 
Mr. McCurry said. “You 
know, their aim and objective 
is to raise fears in tins region as 
a way of destroying the peace 
process." 

Israeli 
soldiers 
haggle 
Jackson 

HEBRON, occupied West 
Bank (AP) — The Rev. Jesse 
Jackson was held up twice at 
army roadblocks Friday en 
route to this tense West Bank 
town while Palestinian organis- 
ers of his tour argued with 
Israeli military officers over 
security arrangements. 

They worked out a com- 
promise, and the American 
civil rights leader said it was a 
sign of the new spirit of coop- 
eration between the two peo- 
ples. 

“You saw this kind of nego- 
tiating this morning... there 
was a debate over who would 
provide security where. That 
would not have happened a 
few years ago/* Mr. Jackson 
told the Associated Press. He 
spoke as his bus, adorned with 
two large Palestinian flags flut- 
tering in the front and back, 
drove through the occupied 
West Bank. 

Mr. Jackson said he came to 
urge Israelis and Palestinians 
to stop the violence. 

“We must simply appeal to 
all forces, don’t chop down the 
peace tree because it is bearing 
fruit,” said Mr. Jackson. “We 
must urge the leadership to be 
strong enough to rise above 
their pain and choose coexist- 
ence over co-annihilation.” 

“An eye for an eye, a' tooth 


In Cairo, the PLO issued a 
statement late Thursday ex- 
tending its condolences to the 
families of the victims and 
saying it hoped “all parties 
would commit themselves to 
protecting the peace process.” 

Mr. Arafat left Cairo for 
Tunis on Friday after two days 
in Cairo consulting with the 
PLO team negotiating with 
Israel on withdrawal from 
Gaza and Jericho, airport 
sources said. 

Mr. Arafat arrived on 
Wednesday'-to-be-dose to the 
negotiations but the Israeli 
team left within hours to be 
home in time for a holiday. 

Egypt and the PLO failed to 
persuade the Israelis to send 
some negotiators back for a 
day’s work on Friday, 
apparently because Israel was 
not happy with the PLO’s reac- 
tion to the suicide carbomb on 
Wednesday. 

The PLO-Israeli negotia- 
tions are expected to resume m 
Cairo on Sunday, after foe 
Sabbath. 

On Wednesday, PLO Chair- 
man Yasser Arafat walked out 
when reporters tried to ask him 
about the bombing of a bus in 
Afula. The Palestinian group 
Hamas d aimed responsibility. 

Asked if the State Depart- 
ment would expect a strong 
statement, and from Mr. Ara- 
fat himself, McCurry replied: 
“Yes, we would.” 

He said foe administration 
had informed the PLO and Mr. 
Arafat that a stronger state- 
ment was important. 


President Clinton earlier 1 
condemned the slaying of dvi- 
fians in Israel and said violence 
must not be allowed to derail 
Middle East peace negotia- 
tions. 

“I call upon all those com- 
mitted to the cause of peace to 
redouble their efforts and to 
condemn" unequivocally these 
crimes,” the president said in a 
written statement. 

“These brutal slayings of in- 
nocent civilians are — like the 
massacre in Hebron — acts of 
terrorism aimed at stopping 
foe peace negotiations now 
underway.” Mr. Clinton said. 
“Tbe enemies of peace have 
not hesitated to use violence to 
achieve their goal. They must 
not be allowed to succeed/’ 

He referred to the Feb. 25 
massacre at Hebron's Ibrahimi 
Mosque by a Jewish extremist 
in winch more than 30 Muslims 
were killed. 

On Wednesday, the State 
Department condemned the 
attack in Afula which left eight 
dead and scores injured, as “an 
abhorrent act of violence.” 

Mr. McCurry said such 
attacks could be reduced if 
Israel implemented an agree- 
ment with the PLO to extend 
self-rule to Palestinians on the 
West Bank and in Gaza. “That 
can, we believe, erode... sup- 
port these groups get from 
average citizens looking for 
change." 

Under the terms of the 
agreement in which Israel and 

(Continued on page 5) 


Hariri 
promises 
to amend 
press law 

BEIRUT (Agencies) — Prime 
Minister Rafik Hariri re- 
portedly promised Friday to 
reconsider a draft news media 
bill denounced by newspapers 
as an attempt to muzzle the 
Lebanese press. 

Mr. Hariri’s pledge was re- 
ported by Mohammad Baalba- 
ki, chairman of Lebanon's 
newspapers union, and 
Milhem Karam, head of the 
reporters union, after an hour- 
long meeting with the premier. 

“The prime minister has 
undertaken to remedy the 
situation in a way that will 
guarantee foe foU freedom of 
the press,” Mr. Baalbaki told 
reporters. 

Mir. Hariri’s Syrian-backed 
government found itself at war 
with the media over a draft bill 
it referred to parliament 
Thursday which would restrict 
articles deemed provocative to 
sectarian dissent or slanderous 
of a national or foreign head of 
state. 

The bill would make such 
offences punishable by up to 
three years in jail and a max- 
imum fine of 500 million 
Lebanese pounds ($800,000). 

Mr. Baalbaki and Mr. 
Karam had issued a joint state- 
ment before the meeting with 
Mr. Hariri, vowing a “battle to 
foe bitter end” against the bill. 

A government statement af- 
ter the meeting said Mr. Hariri 
has called an extraordinary ses- 
sion of his half-Christian, half- 
Muslim cabinet to amend the 
bill before it is debated in 
parliament. 

Two leading newspapers, 
the Independent A1 Nahar and 
the leftist A1 Safir, charged 
Friday the bill would condemn 
the press to death in peacetime 
after it survived 15 years of 
civil war. 

“The debate now revolves 
around bow to carry out the 
execution, by hanging or by 
firing squad,” wrote Talal Sal- 
man, columnist and publisher 
of die leftist A1 Safir daily. 

“Empires have fallen and 
heads have rolled on our land 
but the press survived,” said 
Gbassan Tueini, publisher of 
the independent A1 Nahar, 
who has served as information 
minister and U.N. ambassa- 
dor. 

Former Prime Minister 
(Continued on page 5) 



American dvfl rights feader Jesse Jackson on 
Friday joins Hebron Sheikh Taysecr A1 Tamiml 
in a prayer for foe victims of the Feb. 25 


photo) 


Hebron’s Ibrahimi Mosqac (AFP 


for a tooth, a bombing for a 
bombing, will leave us blind/ 1 
Mr. Jackson added. 

His five-day visit came at a 
tense time. Eight Israelis were 
killed this week in two separate 
attacks by Palestinians in re- 
venge for foe Feb. 25 Hebron 
mosque massacre. In that 
attack, a Jewish settler killed 
more than 30 Muslim worship- 
pers. 

On Thursday Israel barred 
all two million Palestinians 
from foe occupied territories 
from entering Jerusalem. It re- 
fused to allow Hebron Uni- 
versity to proceed with foe 
Jerusalem Academic confer- 
ence marking foe Palestine Li- 
beration Organisation’s (PLO) 
30th anniversary where Mr. 
Jackson was due to be foe 
keynote speaker Sunday. 


One of foe featured speakers 
was James Zugby, head of the 
Arab American Institute in 
Washington. Mr. Zogby is one 
of the organisers of the “Buil- 
ders for Peace” project 
spearheaded by Vice President 
A1 Gore to attract Jewish and 
Arab investment from the Un- 
ited States for the Palestinian 
autonomy authority. 

Mr. Jackson said Israelis and 
Palestinians perhaps could 
lake their cue from foe non- 
violent civil rights campaign in 
foe United States in the 1960s 

In Hebron, Mr. Jackson was 
meeting Friday with PLO and 
community leaders. He said 
that on Saturday he planned to 
visit Afula, foe northern Israeli 
tojwi where seven Israelis were 

5S* VJ3P rarbomb 


Friday’s tour got off to a 
rocky start when the bus was 
delayed for 90 minutes at Mr. 
Jackson's Jerusalem hotel. 

The army insisted that the 
bus be escorted by military 
vehicles, but Palratinian orga- 
nisers said army jeeps would 
be turning the bns into a target 
for stone throwers. 

“The flags (on foe bus) will 
provide more protection than 
all the army vehicles avail- 
able/’ said Nabfl Jabari, chair- 
man of tbe board of trustees of 
Hebron University. 

The army relented, but Mr. 
Jackson's bns was polled over 
at the first military checkpoint 
south of Jerusalem for more 
haggling over security. It was 
held up again at an army 

(Continued dn page 5) 
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* Pelletreau: Mideast violence W-M 
| will not derail peace process 


WASHINGTON (USIA) — 
Assistant Secretary of State 
Robert Pelletre3u on Thursday 
condemned militants who seek 
to derail the Arab-Israeli peace 
talks, and stressed that the 
recent bloodshed in the Middle 
East has failed to bring the 
process to a halt. 

“The lesson here is that ex- 
tremist violence will not stop 

* the peace process. This is true 
about the slaughter of Palesti- 

! nians in Hebron. It is equally 
; .true about the terrorist bomb- 
ing, April 6. against Israelis in 
. Afula," he said. 

* “Such incidents only streng- 
; then our resolve, and the re- 

- solve of the regional parties, to 
move forward in the peace 
process." 

Mr. Pelletreau's remarks at 
Georgetown University's Cen- 
tre for Contemporary Arab 
'Studies (CCAS), focused 
■ ' mainly on the importance of 
;the multilateral track of the 
’ Middle East peace talks. 

"The principles that are 
1 accepted and the relationships 
that are forged in the multi- 
' 'laterals may prove to be the 

* crucible of the future Middle 
1 East." he said during the 
L ‘ % CCAS’s 19th annual sympo- 
sium on “Arabs and the New 
••• Middle East." 

Following is the text of Mr. 
Pelletreau's address, as pre- 
pared for delivery: 

Ladies and gentlemen, let 

- me begin by congratulating the 
Centre for Contemporary 
Arab Studies for this disting- 
uished gathering. I want to 
thank the Centre, and Barbara 
Stowasser in particular, for the 
invitation to speak on the Mid- 
dle East peace process. 

For many in the Middle 
East, this is a time of promise 
and growing expectation. The 
political leaders engaged in 
negotiations have started the 
region’s transition from an era 
of conflict, and they recognise 
that continued movement to- 
ward peace and normal rela- 
tions is imperative. Yet this 
.will necessarily be a rough 
-toad. The obstacles that the 
/process has experienced, and 
•those : ,to come, are, .not just 
related to the intrinsic difficul- 
ties of the issues under negotia- 

- tion; as the prospects for peace 
grow brighter, they also in- 
clude the growing efforts by 
extremists to do what they can 
to sabotage the process. 

Today, I want to talk to you 
about the multilateral dimen- 
sions of the peace process, the 
second of the two tracks or 
levels established by the Octo^ 
ber 1991 Madrid peace confer- 
ence. Although it has attracted 
fewer headlines than the bi- 
lateral track, its achievements 
and contribution to the overall 
peace process are worthy of 
our attention. First, however, 
let me set the stage with a few 
remarks on the current scene. 

The Hebron detour 

Last Feb. 25 the world was 
stunned by the massacre of 
worshippers at a Hebron mos- 
'que. The impact on the peace 
process was immediate. Israeli- 
Palestinian talks on im- 
plementing the declaration of 
principles signed last Septem- 
ber stopped. Bilateral talks in 
Washington involving Israelis, 
Jordanians, Lebanese, Palesti- 
nians and Syrians came to a 
halt a couple of days before the 
scheduled recess. 

While formal negotiations 
stopped, contacts between the 
parties did not. Israelis and 
Palestinians quickly resumed 
contact to address the security 
concerns that came to light 
with the Hebron massacre. 
We, Egypt, Norway and Rus- 
sia energetically engaged with 
parties to the negotiations. 
President Clinton and Secret- 


ary Christopher were regularly 
on the phone with Israeli and 
Arab leaders, and our Middle 
East peace team twice visited 
the region. 

The results of this diverse 
diplomatic activity were pro- 
ductive and in conformity with 
U.N. Security Council Resolu- 
tion 904. The Israelis and 
Palestinians reached agree- 
ment on security arrangements 
that will put international 
observers into Hebron. They 
agreed on the early deploy- 
ment of Palestinian police into 
Gaza and Jericho. And on 
March 31 the two parties re- 
sumed negotiations on im- 
plementing the declaration of 
principles in Cairo with a re- 
newed determination to read) 
agreement as soon as possible. 
At the same time, all the par- 
ties to the bilaterals agreed to 
resume talks in Washington 
this month. We are consulting 
with the Russians on dates for 
the talks. 

The lesson here is that ex- 
tremist violence will not stop 
the peace process. This is true 
about the slaughter of Palesti- 
nians in Hebron. It is equally 
true about the terrorist bomb- 
ing, April 6, against Israelis in 
Afula. In both cases, we have 
condemned the cowardly vio- 
lence against innocents. Such 
incidents only strengthen our 
resolve, and the resolve of the 
regional parties, to move for- 
ward in the peace process. 

The bilaterals 

Attention now is properly 
returning to the substance of 
the bilateral negotiations. With 
that in mind, it might be useful 
to look at the individual nego- 
tiations. 

Israeli-Palestinian talks 

The declaration of principles 
signed at the White House last 
September established an 
ambitious set of objectives to- 
ward which Israelis and 
Palestinians are working. In 
pursuit of these goals, the par- 
ties have been negotiating the 
modalities for Israeli with- 
drawal and transferring au- 
thority to the Palestinians in 
Gaza and Jericho, and for 
holding elections for an interim 
Palestinian self-government in 
the area. Soon they will negoti- 
ate the range of issues associ- 
ated with Palestinian interim 
self-government in the rest of 
the occupied territories. 

The U.S. is actively support- 
ing the implementation pro- 
cess. The Donors* Conference 
to Support Middle East Peace, 
which we organised and hosted 
in October, raised more than 
two billion dollars in commit- 
ments from 46 participants for 
projects that will demonstrate 
to the Palestinians the tangible 
benefits of peace. The United 
States has pledged to provide 
500 million dollars in aid over 
the next five years. Some of 
this assistance will be in the 
form of housing for the Palesti- 
nians and in non-Iethal equip- 
ment for their emerging police 
force. In cooperation with 
other participants, we created 
the Ad Hoc Liaison Commit- 
tee and a World Bank-led Con- 
sultative Group to coordinate 
donor efforts and delivery of 
the assistance. 

Israd-Jordan talks 

Israel-Jordanian negotia- 
tions have also produced some 
steps forward. Last fall, follow- 
ing the Israeli-Palestinian 
breakthrough, Israel and Jor- 
dan agreed to a common nego- 
tiating agenda and to establish 
a joint economic commission. 
Israeli-Jordanian negotiations 
subsequently yielded a banking 
agreement and are now pro- 


ceeding on such practical issues 
as water and the environment. 
The time is ripe for these two 
neighbours to focus on the full 
■ range of issues that divide 
them and promptly reach a full 
peace agreement. 

Syria and Lebanon 

The Syrian and Lebanese 
negotiations with Israel have 
been conducted to date with 
seriousness and energy. Differ- 
ences remain between Syria 
and Israel on the key issues of 
land and security and the shape 
and context of peace. Lebanon 
and Israel are continuing in 
their effort to reach agreement 
on a political frame of refer- 
ence dealing with the key 
issues of land and peace, and 
as a first step, to establish a 
military committee to discuss 
the pressing issues of security, 
especially in southern Leba- 
non. In this respect, let me 
reiterate the administration’s 
firm commitment to Lebanon’s 
political independence, 
sovereignty and territorial in- 
tegrity. 

The Egyptian dimensi on 

It is important to underscore 
the timely and positive role of 
Egypt in advancing bilateral 
negotiations. By its example, 
thoughtful advice, and energe- 
tic involvement in helping va- 
rious parties overcome obsta- 
cles and apparent impasses, 
Egypt is making a unique con- 
tribution to broadening the 
peace. 

In sum, the bilateral talks 
have broken new ground on a 
number of very sensitive 
issues. Much more work, 
however, needs to be done to 
fulfill the promise of peace 
ushered in by the Madrid con- 
ference. We, Egypt and others 
will remain actively engaged as 
facilitators of these talks, but it 
must be emphasised that furth- 
er meaningful progress will 
come only through continued 
direct negotiations. 

The multilateral * 

The multilateral track of the 
peace process was designed to 
complement the bilaterals by 
bringing a wider array of re- 
gional and extra-regional par- 
ties together to develop coor- 
dinated approaches to regional 
problems. This also fosters 
broader human contact be- 
tween Israelis and Arabs, and 
demonstrates that peace is not 
an abstraction, but a vehicle 
that can bring practical, con- 
crete benefits to people’s lives. 
It is both visionary and very 
practical. It overarches the bi- 
lateral negotiations, estab- 
lishing, a conducive regional 
environment for progress and 
buffering periods of bilateral 
tension and hiatus. 

The multilateral track con- 
sists of five working groups 
dealing with key issues affect- 
ing the region as a whole — 
water, the environment, eco- 
nomic development, refugees, 
and arms control and security. 
A Steering Group guides the 
multilateral process, chaired 
by the U.S. and Russia, as the 
Madrid cosponsors . The 
Palestinians regularly join 
Israel and eleven Arab coun- 
tries as participants in the 
multilaterals. And delegations 
from outside the region — 
Europeans. Canada. Japan, 
the U.N. — also take part. 

The first phase of the multi- 
laterals was one of mutual 
familiarisation, or “getting to 
know you." There was also an 
emphasis in the first meetings 
on education. Scores of work- 
shops and seminars were held 
so the parties could assess the 
scope of the issues they had 
agreed to address and establish 


a common vocabulary and 
terms of reference. 

The next stage 

After this period of semi- 
nars, information exchanges, 
and the establishment of pro- 
fessional ties across political 
boundaries, there has been a 
quickening pace of activity 
over the past year, and a 
marked shift toward concrete- 
ness. Examples of this new 
emphasis on resutls can be 
seen in each of the five work- 
ing groups: 

The Arms Control and Re- 
gional Security (ACRS) Work- 
ing Group — which is ted by 
the U.S. and Russia — is dose 
to establishing a communica- 
tions network revolving re- 
gional ACRS participants. A 
demonstration of search and 
rescue operations at sea will 
soon take place. 

The Environment Working 
Group, with Japan in the lead, 
is working on establishing a 
centre for marine disaster in 
the Gulf of Aqaba. In addi- 
tion, under its aegis, five re- 
gional parties are working on a 
common agenda to control de- 
sertification. 

The Refugee Working 
Group, under Canadian chair- 
manship, completed a study on 
living conditions of refugees in 
the occupied territories, which 
is now being used to set up a 
Palestinian statistical office 
there. 

The Regional Economic De- 
velopment Working Group, 
with the European Union in 
tile chair, endorsed an action 
plan consisting of thirty-five 
projects, induding feasibility 
studies and workshops on 
transportation, tourism, com- 
munications, training and agri- 
culture. Well before the sign- 
ing of the declaration of princi- 
ples last September, this group 
commissioned the immensely 
valuable World Bank study of 
economic conditions in the 
occupied territories. 

The Water Resources 
Group, led by the U.S., has 
installed, pilot .rain .catchment 
.systems>tp proyide.new sources 
of water in the Gaza Strip and 
is collecting data for regional 
water data banks. It is also 
researching desalination tech- 
nologies worldwide, with a 
view to establishing a regional 
research centre and identifying 
low-cost desalination techni- 
ques for use in these poorer 
regions of the Middle East. 

Despite the progress in the 
multflaterals, Syria and Leba- 
non have thus far dedin ed to 
join the process until, as they 
put it, there is concrete prog- 
ress in the bilaterals. With the 
signing of the Palestinian- 
Israeli declaration of principles 
last September and since then, 
there has been substantial for- 
ward movement on the bilater- 
al track. We hope that this 
movement will soon eliminate 
these artificial impediments to 
bringing Syria and Lebanon in. 
Meanwhile, we have made a 
special effort to keep these two 
governments briefed on prog- 
ress in the multilaterals so that 
they can enter in full stride when 
the time comes. 

Looking to the future 

The focus on concrete pro- 
jects is meant to bring to the 
peoples of the Middle East 
early and visible fruits of the 
peace environment, even be- 
fore a comprehensive Middle 
East peace is reached on the 
bilateral tracks. In addition, 
beginning in round five, the 
multilateral participants also 
began to consider what the 
Middle East region as a whole 
might look like after peace is 
achieved. 





Gazan AfiTafibAIEnnmwi, 19, Hes dead on the 
road in front of an army hitchhiking station near 
Ashdod where be opened fire on Israeli soldiers 


on Thursday, killing one and womwung tout 
others before bring shot dead. The Wawjniad 
rfflhwwi responsibility for the a ttack (AFP photo) 


Amnesty voices grave concern 
over Israeli, Palestinian killings 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Amnesty 
International on Thursday ex- 
pressed grave concern about 
recent political killings in Israel 
and the occupied territories 
and called on both the Israeli 
authorities and Palestinian 
armed groups to observe basic 
standards of human rights and 
humanitarian law. 

Amnesty International said 
that the killings of six members 
of Fateh in the Jabalya refugee 
camp on March 28 by an Israeli 
undercover unit was “a classic 
example" of the heavy-handed 
methods it had repeatedly 
complained about to the Israeli 
authorities. At the same time 
Amnesty International conde- 
mned the killing Wednesday of 
seven Israeli civilians by a 
suicide car-bomber for which 
the Islamic Resistance Move- 
ment (Hamas) claimed respon- 
sibility. 

The attack, which killed four 
women, two girls and a man, 
was described by Hamas as 
“legitimate retaliation" for the 
murder of at least 29 Palesti- 
nians by an Israeli settler in the 
Haram A1 Ibrahimi Mosque in 
Hebron on Feb. 25, 1994. 

In January 1994, in a re- 


sponse to earlier appeals by 
Amnesty International, Hamas 
stated that it “is bound by the 
Islamic Sharia law which sanc- 
tifies life, guarantees human 
rights and strictly prohibits the 
Idlling? of women, children, 
clerics and civilians who do not 
cany arms against Muslims so 
long as the enemy adheres to 
the same principle." 

Amnesty International con- 
demns such deliberate and 
arbitrary killings, that violate 
fundamental principles of 
humanitarian law. “Respect 
for such principles must be 
unconditional”. Amnesty In- 
ternational said. “Any viola- 
tion of human rights or huma- 
nitarian law by the Israeli au- 
thorities cannot justify the per- 
petration of such killings. All 
armed groups should end 
attacks against civilians im- 
mediately." 

Amnesty International said 
that it was renewing its urgent 
appeal to the Israeli govern- 
ment to review the methods 
used by its forces following the 
killings in the Jabalya refugee 
camp. All six were apparently, 
shot without wanting. One 
may have been summarily ex- 


ecuted — he was reportedly 
shot in the head after having 
been wounded and 
apprehended. 

“Last year we expressed 
concern that changes to guide- 
lines on opening fire would 
permit the killing of armed 
individuals who were not 
directly endangering lives with- 
out any attempt being made to 
arrest them, in contravention 
of international standards on 
the use of force," Amnesty 
International said. “In this in- 
stance this may well be what 
happened." 

Amnesty International was 
also concerned about the use 
of massive firepower in Heb- 
ron on March 22 and 23 against 
several houses in which men 
sought for arrest by the author- 
ities were suspected to be hid- 
ing. 

Amnesty International said: 
“We have never had satisfac- 
tory responses to questions we 
raised last year about house 
destruction operations, includ- 
ing what other measures to try 
to arrest such people are consi- 
dered before such a drastic 
measure is taken.” 


German ban 

ANKARA (R) — Turkish 
Foreign Minister Hikmet Cetin . 
said on Thursday that Ger- 
many’s decision to suspend 
arms shipments to Turkey 
could damage relations be- 
tween the two countries. 

“I told (German Foreign 
Minister Klaus) Kinkel- in. a 
telephone conversation this 
evening that Turkey and Ger- 
many had a very good rela- 
tionship... and decisions lib 
these jeopardise relations,” he ' 
said. “Germany must take (the 
matter) seriously." 

Government officials in 
Bonn said earlier that Ger- 
many had suspended arms 
shipments after reports by hu- 
man rights activists that the' 
weapons were used to corabate 
Kurdish rebels. v 

The officials, who declined 
to be named, said military sup- 
plies to North Atlantic Treaty 
Organisation (NATO) partner 
Turkey would be frozen while 
Bonn checked the accuracy of 
the reports. 

Mr. Cetin, speaking on Tur- 
kish stare television, said: 
“Kinkel said the problem 
would be discussed in govern- 
ment... and smoothed out." 

“Turkey is facing terror but 
it will resolve this within a 
democratic framework. Out- ' 
side help for the PKK can hurt’ 
ties," he added, referring to 
Turkey’s 10-year battle against 
separatist guerrillas of the Kur- 
dish Labour Party (PKK). 

German human rights activ- 
ists said last week that Tur- 
key's armed forces were using 
armoured cars from Bonn, in 
violation of a 1992 agreement,, 
to combat rebel Kurds in 
southeast Turkey. 

Under the agreement, 
reached after Bonn barred 
arms supplies to Ankara fid- 
lowing similar allegations-, Tur- 
key pledged to use German’ 
military equipment solely for 
NATO defence purposes. 

Mr. Cetin told Anatoli aft 
news agency that Turkish 
forces in the southeast were 
using Russia thought vehicles' 
and not German cars. 


Clinton, Rabin must honour promises-^panel 


WASHINGTON (USIA) — 
Elected to office on a promise 
of political change. President 
BiQ Omton and Israeli Prime 
Minis ter Yitzhak Rabin must 
now deliver real benefits from 
these changes in order to win 
reelection, according to a 
panel of U.S. and Israeli poli- 
tical observers. 

The panel explored “The 
Politics of Change: Perspective 
from the United States and 
Israel” during a discussion 
sponsored by the National 
Jewish Democratic Council 
held at the Democratic Nation- 
al Committee headquarters 
April 6. 

Taking part in the discussion 
were: mssim Zvili, secretary- 
general of the Labour Party in 
Israel; David Wilhelm, chair- 
man of the Democratic Nation- 
al Committee; Thomas Fried- 
man, a Pulitzer-prize winning 
reporter with the New York 
Times; and Ann Lewis, a poli- 
tical consultant to the Demo- 
cratic Party. 

Both Mr. Clinton and Mr. 
Rabin came to office with “ex- 
traordinarily ambitious” agen- 
das for change, Thomas Fried- 
man, the panel’s moderator, 
said. 

Mr. Rabin’s agenda offered 
a breakthrough in the peace 
process between Israel and the 
Palestinians and economic re- 
form. Mr. Clinton also focused 
on change with plans for eco- 
nomic. health-care, education . 
and welfare reform. Both lead- 
ers. Mr. Friedman said, 
accomplished a great deal in 


the first year of their adminis- 
trations. 

Mr. Rabin forged “a drama- 
tic breakthrough” in the peace 
process when Israel and the 
Palestine liberation Organisa- 
tion signed the declaration of 
principles, which will give li- 
mited self-rule to foe Palesti- 
nians in the West Bank city of 
Jericho and the Gaza Stop. 
Mr. Clinton, too, met with success 
when Congress approved his 
budget plan, as well as crime 
and education reform bills, 
Mr. Friedman noted. ' 

Now, Mr. Rabin and Mr. 
.Clinton must consolidate and 
build upon these achieve- 
ments, Mr. Friedman said: “I 
think each understands that 
without a breakthrough on the 
second fronts, they really will 
not be able to consolidate their 
positions and that their hold on 
government over the long-term 
will be in peril....” 

David Wilhelm agreed with 
that assessment, saying “the 
key to success for both parlies 
(the Democrats in the United 
States and tire Labour Party in 
Israel) is to show continued 
progress, continued rnove- 
meut/and continued record of 
accomplishment.” 

Arm Lewis noted that in 
order to do this Mr. Clinton’ 
and Rabin must build and 
maintain “legislative majori- 
ties and a popular consensus 
which can make change hap- 

na- tf 

pen. 

Giving the Israeli perspec- 
tive. Mr. Zviti said the Labour 
Party won the election for 


prime minister because it 
offered a clear alternative for 
peace and reform — an 
alternative the Israeli public 
was not completely sold on, 
but was nevertheless willing to 
give a chance. 

Mr. Zvili said: “If I ask 
myself seriously, ‘Did we suc- 
ceed in the last election to 
convince our people to change 
their basic position and tins is 
why we were elected?’ — my 
answer will be, ‘No.’” Howev- 
er, he said, the Labour Party 
was able to offer a dear plat- 
form based on peace. 

“We told very clearly to our 
people that we are going to 
make peace, not (just) only to 
speak about peace,” Mr. Zvili 
said. The Labour Party also 
promised economic reform and 
a change in priorities, particu- 
larly a renewed focus on 
education, he noted. 

“But,” he added, ‘it is dear 
to us that we were given a 
chance for four years, and if 
our alternative policy toll not 
succeed... the right (Likud) 
will come back in power.” 

Mr. ZvOi said he believes 
the Labour Party toll deliver 
on its promises: “I believe that 
in spite of the fact that we have 
a very thin coalition for peace, 
we will be able to advance in 
foe process, and I also believe 
that we'll be able to propose a 
second package deal on the 
Syrian issue.” 

He conceded, however, that 
preparing the Israeli people for 
peace with Syria toll be one of , 
the Labour Party’s biggest 


challenges in the next year. 
While change is important, he 
said, it must be done “in a very 
careful way, because all of ns, 
especially on the peace pro- 
cess, are torn between the ex- 
pectations, the hopes and the 


Change, Mr. Zvili added, is 
not only happening in Israel, 
but throughout the Arab 
World as well. 

“Syria and the other Arab 
countries recognise that there 
is no way to destroy the state of 
Israel by armed force” and 
“recognise that there are com- 
mon interests between the two 
peoples," Mr. Zvili said. 

Syrian President Hafez A1 
Assad, he said, now sees that 
peace with Israel is in his peo- 
ple’s best interest. 

“I believe that we hava 
reached a point where the Sy# 
nans are ready and willing to 
sign and to implement a peace' 
agreement with Israel,” Mr. 
Zvili said, adding that the im- 
pact of such an agreement 
would reverberate throughout 
the region. 

“The changes in Syria open 
new opportunities for a diffe- 
rent reality in the Middle 
East,” he said. 

Mr. Zvili is visiting Washing- 
ton as part of a nine-member - 
delegation of the Israel Knes- 
set observing the workings of 
the U.S. government and the 
American- Jewish lobby. Their 
five-day visit is sponsored by 
the Association of Reform 
Zionists and the Religious Ac- . 
tion Centre of Reform Jnda- 
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Ministry demands union name change or merger 

JWU members reject call as infringement on unions ’ rights 






MARCHING FOR HEALTH: Her Royal High- 

*s Princess Haya Friday m ar diers on a 
five-kilometre walk or ganised by the Health 
Ministry in cooperation with Jordan Dentists 
Association, Royal Jordanian (RJ), the Ortho- 
dox Chib and Haya Arts Centre to mark World 
Health Day and the “Year of Healthy Oral 
Hygiene.” In a statement to the Jordan News 
Agency, Petra, Princess Haya said the march is 
aimed' at encouraging the of van 

now institutions, including the ministry of 


health and the medical sector in carrying oat 
health education and awareness promotion cam- 
paigns. Princess Haya said the march also ^.eks 
to highlight the importance of dental care and to 
enhance pobfic health concepts. Participating in 
the march were Munster of Health Abdul Rafahn 
Malhas in addition to some 4000 marchers. The 
event started from Haya Arts Centre in Shmeisa- 
id and ended at the Orthodox Chib in Abdoun 
(Petra photo) 


At the ivory keyboard 
with Ammar Hachicho 


By Jean-Cta ode EHas 
Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — In a month 
marked by several “quartet” 
concerts. Ammar Hachicho’s 
solo piano recital is bound to 
stand out. 

The young 24-year-old 
maestro will play at the Phi- 
ladelphia Hotel tonight. Last 
year, in January. Mr. 
Hachicho delighted his audi- 
ence in Amman with a strik- 
ing performance. 

German-born Ammar 
Hachicho began his musical 
education early. At the age of 
10 he wrote his first composi- 
tions. After a very successful 
series of concerts he gave in 
Germany while pursuing his 
studies, Mr. Hachicho was 


awarded a scholarship to join 
die prestigious Tchaikovsky 
Conservatory in Moscow. 

Among his many awards is 
the First Prize at the “Rovere 
D'Oro” international piano 
contest in Italy last year. 

Tonight’s programme will 
feature piece by Bach. Beeth- 
oven , Liszt, Chopin. 
Scriabin, Rachmaninoff and 
Tchaikovsky. 

Talking to the Jordan 
Times. Mr. Hachicho ex- 
plained that the choice he 
made should prove to be very 
attractive to all audiences. 

He talked in details about 
the unique, genuine musical 
spirit be has found in Russia 
and deplored the trend in 
Western Europe where he 
says “young pianists and their 


teachers alike, seem to con- 
centrate on technique and 
speed rather than original, 
sincere musicality and beauty 
of sound.” 

The reason behind this 
situation are probably the 
overall fast “tempo” of mod- 
ern life in general and the 
extreme difficulty of the chal- 
lenge in international piano 
contests m particular. 

Ammar Hachicho displays 
deep, real love for pure 
music. His understanding of 
the classical mnsic world 
should be reflected in his 
one-night performance. 

The event is presented by 
the National Music Con- 
servatory — Noor AI Hussein 
Foundation, in cooperation 
with Lufthansa Airlines. 



By Natasha Bukhari 

Special to the Jordan Times, 

AMMAN — Members of the 
Jordanian Women’s Union 
(JWU) Friday expressed dis- 
may at and rejected as an 
infringement on union’s 
rights a memorandum issued ' 
by the Ministry of Social De- 
velopment Wednesday de- 
manding that JWU change its 
name or unite with the 
General Federation of Jorda- 
nian Women (GFJW). 

“We "are an independent 
entity, and the Ministry of 
Social Development has no 
authority over us,” a member 
of JWU's administrative • 
committee told the Jordan 
Times. 


The union is one of many 
registered with dtp Ministry 
of Interior, said another 
JWU member, adding that 
the request is a legal violation 
aimed at stripping unions of 
their independence and 
monitoring their activities. 

During discussions on the 
memorandum Wednesday at 
the Professional Association 
Complex, Amin Shakair, 
director general of the Arab 
Organisation of Human 
Rights (AOHR). stressed 
that trade and professional 
unions have the right to be 
independent and described 
unions as “legitimate integra- 
tion bodies” which represent 
different sectors of society. 

He called on the legislative 


and executive authorities to 
refrain from abolishing un- 
ions. 

“It is the citizens’ right to 
tighten their grip on the 
rights they have acquired 
through their unions, and the 
inability of some to acknow- 
ledge these rights as legiti- 
mate is no reason to do away 
with them.” said Mr. Shu- 
kair. 

Some JWU members told , 
the Jordan Times that the 
union had received the Minis- 
try of Social Development 
memorandum via the Minis- 
tiy of Interior, which governs 
unions’ affairs. 

JWU administrative com- 
mittee member Haifa Jamal 
told the Jordan Times that 


the committee is meeting to- 
day to discuss the memoran- 
dum. She added rhat many 
misunderstandings resulted 
from the issuance of the offi- 
cial notice, which she de- 
scribed as illegal. 

Some JWU members said 
thar they suspected the in- 
volvement of the GFJW in 
contributing to the ministry's 
demand, and added that both 
unions have “always had dif- 
ferences,” and that com- 
pliance with the demand of 
the memorandum would 

undermine the JWU. 

Other members charged 
that personal interests were 
behind the issuance of the 
ministry's notice, specially 
t h *** th» request has “no legal 


basis.” 

Deputy Bassam Haddadin 
(Zarqa), who attended the 
Wednesday discussion, urged 
the government to deal with . 
the issue in a democratic 
manner that suits the prog- 
ressive march of the coun- 
try. 

The deputy added that 
there have been a number of 
attempts by some groups to 
“disturb” union's equilibrium.- 
Hum. * 

“These bodies are now a 
part of the country's, social 
and political powers," and 
the government should - 
amend some laws to ensure 
democracy within these un- 
ions.” Mr. Haddadin said. 


Specialists commend 4-day 
language disciplines event 


* German film entitled 
“Abgeschminkt (Making 

. Up) at the Royal Cultural 
. ' Centre at 5:00 p.m. 

. p.m. 

* Portuguese film at the 
Rqyal Cultural Centre at 
&00 p.m. 

Lecture in Arabic “Rus- 
sia: Where To” by Mr. 
Jalal AI Mashtah at 
Abdul Hameed Sfaoman 
Foundation in Jabal Am- 
man at fcOO p.m. 

A Engraving exhibition by 
artist Jean-Pierre Pince- 
mia at the French Cultural 
. Centre. 

* Exhibition entitled “Mod- 
ern and Old Ceramics and 
Glass” by artists Hamed 
Hashed and Iman KhaHfeh 
at Goethe-Institnt. 

* Exhibition by German 
artist ABouta at the Royal 
Cultural Centre. 

A - Photo exhibition entitled 
“Spring Breezes From 
Jordan” by Dr. Znhair 
Mohsen at the Royal 
Cultural Centre. 

it The Jordanian Compre- 
hensive Medical Fair ’W 
(displaying medical and 
drag industries, medical 
appliances, computer and 
X-Ray equipment, and de- 
ntal equipment) at the Jor- 
dan Inter-Continental 
HoteL 

i* Exhibition by Jordanian 
and Iraqi artists at the 
itaHnw Language Centre 
(9:00 a.m.-8:00 p.m.) (Tel. 
669348) 

-tr Exhibition of Zalloum 
foodstuff products at the 
Royal Cultural Centre. 
ir Exhibition by Egyptian 
artist Shalabiya Ibrahim 
~ at BalaHna Art Gallary 
(TeL 678589). 

& Exhib ition of spring paint- 
ings by Dr. Ali Ai Ghoul at 
Orfafi Art Gallery (Tel. 
826932). 

* “Spring Exhibition 1994” 
at the Jordan Plastic Art 
Association Gallery (TeL 
699914). 

it Exhibition by artist Per- 
ween AI Sarraf at Aba’ad 
Art Gallery (10:00 a.m.- 
8:00 p.m.) (Tel. 819861). 
it Exhibition by Iraqi artists 
Hayfa Habceb and Farouk 
Harass at Alia Art Gallery 
(10:00 ul - 1:30 pjm 
3:00 p.m. - 6:00 pjn.)- 

A Exhibition of Jordanian 


hobs at the Royal Cultu- 
ral Centre. 

☆ Flower exhibition entitled 
“The Flower Bridge Be- 
tween Jordan and Pales- 
tine” at Abdul Hameed 
Shoman Foundation in 
Jabal Aman (10:00 xm. 
-6*0 pun.) (TeL 679166) 

<r Art exhibition by artist- 


Ahmed Nawar at Balks’ 
Art GaUery in Fnhris (dai- 
ly from 10:00 a.m. to 8:00 
p.m.) (Tel. 720902). 

A Jordanian-Iraqi contem- 
porary exhibition by over 
80 artists at Ain Art Gal- 
lery in Wadi Saqra (9-JO 
a.m-8:00 p.m.) (Tel. 
644451). 


By a Jordan Tiroes 
Staff Reporter 

IRBID — The First Interna- 
tional Conference on Litera- 
ture. Linguistics and Transla- 
tion organised by Yarmouk 
University ended Thursday 
with the vice-chairman of the 
organising committee Abdul- 
lah Shunnaq (describing the 
4-day went as a major cultu- 
ral function combining three 
conferences in one. 

To have these three dis- 
tinct and interrelated disci- 
plines discussed in one con- 
ference distinguished this 
cultural gathering from 
others because scholars and 
researchers in these various 
fields were able to exchange 
ideas of concern to them with 
their counterparts in the 
other disciplines, Dr. Shun- 
naq said. 

According to R. Hartmann 
of the University of Exeter, 
the conference gave resear- 
chers a rare opportunity to 
exchange ideas on thorny 
issues drat would be difficult 
for one individual specialist 
in one field to tackle. 

__ Still ha ving _ three disci- 
plines in one time-limited 
^nferencevfcnrced (he -orga- 
'nisers-tti conduct .sessions in 
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three seoarate auditoriums 
simultaneously leaving parti- 
cipants at odds as to which 
activities to attend, said some 
attendees. 

Dr. Shunnaq agreed that 
this might have posed a prob- 
lem for some, and said that 
they had to sacrifice some 
events to attend others. 

It would have been more 
useful had the conference 
period been extended to 12 
days, but this is a long period 
for participating professors 
and researchers to be away 
from their usual commit- 
ments, Dr. Shunnaq added. 

About 70 researchers from 
universities in Jordan as well 
as Arab and foreign countries 
gathered to participate m re- 
views of working papers on 
such subjects as the use of 
computerised corpora in 
translation research, prob- 
lems encountered by trans- 
lators, teaching translation at 
universities, translation of 
texts and their contexts. Ara- 
bic lexicography, arabisa- 
tion and dream as a mode of 
expression in women's poet- 
ry. 

Despite the success of the 
conference, the organisers 
said, it was still early to de- 
-dde-to-'make it an annual 
: event.: ■' ■ -- 


Tourism yields JD 390m in 6 93 


AMMAN (Petra) — Jordan’s 
total revenues from tourism in 
1993 is estimated at JD 390 
million, according to a state- 
ment Friday by Minister of 
Tourism Mohammad Adwan. 

To promote the tourism in- 
dustry and ensure more in- 
come', he said, the ministry 
plans to cooperate with the 
private sector to stimulate re- 
lated activities. 

The plan entails providing 
the essential infrastructure and 
basic services as well as intro-* 
during legislation for the en- 
couragement of investment in 
the tourism sector, said the 


minister. 

There are also plans to re- 
activate a former body which 
comprises representatives of 
the private and public sectors 
to promote tourism activities 
and present new concepts for 
the industry, said Dr. Adwan, 

The minister, who was 
speaking during a press meet- 
ing held in his office, said that 
the Ministry of Tourism is cur- 
rently preparing a comprehen- 
sive study of the tourism situa- 
tion in the Kingdom, listing all 
the obstacles that impede the 
industry and measures that 
could help overcome such 


problems. 

Before embarking on execu- 
tive plans, said Dr. Adwan, 
new legislation should be intro- 
duced and a programme for 
world- wide campaigning to 
market Jordan's tourist attrac- 
tions be ready in advance. 

In outlining the most prom- 
inent achievements last year. 
Dr. Adwan said that the minis- 
try had set up a higher commit- 
tee charged with the develop- 
ment of the Petra region which 
includes implementing infras- 
tructure and services projects 
and organising tourism activi- 
ties in this area,. 


3 suspects arrested 
for Ghor Safi child 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Three 
suspects accused of sodo aris- 
ing and murdering a four- 
and-a-half-year-old boy at 
Ghor Safi in the southern 
Jordan Valley region have 
been apprehended by Karak 
police and are currently 
awaiting trial, according to 
Karak Police Department 
Director Brigadier Fayez 
Qablan. 

Addressing a press confer- 
ence in Amman Thursday, 
Brig. Qablan disclosed that 


the murder victim, Ali AI 
Ushush, was attacked by 
three young men aged 19 to 
24, who he identified as 
Yousef, Mohammad and 
Ra’ed. 

According to Brig. Qab- 
lan, the three suspects had 
come across the toddler who 
was searching for his father. 
The three young men said 
they offered to take the boy 
to his father. Brig. Qablan 
added. 

The suspects, said Brig. 


in Karak 
murder 

Qablan, admitted to sodo- 
mrsing, strangling and stab- 
bing Ali in a building under 
construction only 20 metres 
from the child’s home in 
Ghor Safi. 

The boy’s body was disco- 
vered the day following the 
murder by his aunt. 

A Karak police official Fri- 
day told the Jordan Times 
that the suspects had pre- 
vious criminal records and 
were known in the Ghor Safi 
area as- trouble-makers. 


Forte Hotels Worldwide 
and especially the 
Forte Grand Amman 
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to His Majesty King Hussein, 

the Ministers, Officials, guests and staff, 
and the many others involved 
for their heartfelt concern, prompt and 
diligent support during 
our recent fire. 

Your support 
and dedication made the 
handling of this crisis the more bearable. 

With you we have come through 
and look forward to serving you again. 
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A new vision for education 


THE PRIME Minister, Abdul Sal am Majali, 
Wednesday told educationalists at the Ministry 
of Education that their institution is the right 
place for bringing about the necessary soda! 
change in the country. He said the ministry 
should assume its role in bolstering Jordan’s 
democratic march through the creation of a 
new generation that would be able to effectively 
deal with a changing world. He called on 
officials at the ministry to work diligently to 
enforce democratic values at schools. 


Dr. Mqjali, himself a former minister of 
education and president of the University of 
Jordan, went even further to suggest that 
students should in the future be allowed to 
influence school curricula. 



No one would disagree with Dr. Majali on 
this count or on his continued emphasis on 
a dminis trative and other social reforms. Talk, 
about educational reform has been going on 
now for more than two decades. At the same 
time, however, complaints that the standard of 
hi gh school graduates is declining are being 
heard almost every day. The standard of high 
school teaching is in turn affecting the quality 
of university graduates and the performance of 
universities in general. And the combined effect 
of both is having its toll on society as a whole. 

So what are the problems and what are the 
solutions? 


The mqjor problem, It seems, is that we do 
not have an overall strategy for education. Such 
strategy would recognise that education is the 
single most important factor in the progress of 
any nation. Its top priority should be to 
diagnose the factors that have led to the 
tangible decline in the performance of our 
educational institutions. Once this problem is 
pinpointed, a scientific remedy can be devised. 
One of the most important elements that are 
required for drafting the strategy, diagnosing 
the problems and addressing them is the 
allocation of sufficient resources. A national 
commitment to this goal should not be difficult 
to attain. The parents of one million school- 
goers would be more than willing to shoulder 
their part of the responsibility for patting the 
educational process on track. Support for 
educational reform would never be lacking. 
What has been lacking so far is the mechanism 
for translating the vision for it into a solid and 
implementable framework. For that, the gov- 
ernment, particularly the ministry of educa- 
tion, is solely responsible. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


THE CARBOMB attack on an Israeli bus in Afula Wednes- 
day. which caused the death of seven Israelis, came as a natural 
reaction on the part of the Palestinians for the Hebron 
massacre and in response to Israel's continued acts of 
repression in the occupied Arab territories, said Sawt Al Sbaab 
daily. Under occupation, the oppressed people have all the 
right to resist the occupying power with all the means available 
to them and the carbomb attack was only one means of 
resistance, said the paper. The Palestinians are struggling to 
achieve freedom and an end to the occupation of their 
homeland. For the past four decades, they have been offering 
sacrifices to achieve that goal, continued the daily. Apart from 
being a retaliatory act on the part of the Palestinians, the 
carbomb was a courageous and daring development in the 
course of resistance, reflecting the deep wounds in the hearts 
of the Palestinian people who, the paper said, have been 
exposed for so long to atrocities of all kinds. The only 
solution, said the paper, is to implement U.N. Security 
Council resolutions and the only way to prevent bloodshed is 
for Israel to comply with the requirements of international 
legitimacy. 


A COLUMNIST in Al Duslonr tackled the unemployment 
problem in Jordan, referring in particular to a recent govern- 
ment decision to launch major public works projects to set up 
government buildings and open roads. This move is to be 
commended because the new projects are bound to absorb 
some of the job seekers on the one hand and end the government's 
reliance on rented buildings for its offices on the other, said 
Mohammad Ibrahim Daoud. In addition, the writer pointed 
out (he government’s major projects arc bound to enhance 
confidence in the economy and encourage investors to embark 
on parallel projects in industry, puhlic services and tourism. 
The writer said as long us these projects arc for the benefit of 
the Jordanian people, the government ought to make sure that 
only Jordanian citizens and not guest workes are employed in 
them. He said there was urgent need for preventing the 
continued drain of hard currency, which flows out abroad by 
the guest workers. 


Jordanian Perspective 


By Dr. Musa Keilani 


Spreading the facts about Jerusalem 


THE TH RE E-day conference on Jerusalem and the significance 
of the Holy City for Muslims and Christians last week was an 
event in itself in that it had a very wide representation, that the 
issues discussed at the forum were varied and detailed, that the 
discussions were very frank and candid, and that it was held amid 
the intensifying focus on the status of the Holy City as one of the 
key elements that have to be addressed in any Arab-Israeli peace 
settlement. 

An overriding element of interest in the conference, organised 
by the General Congress on Jerusalem, was the contrast between 
the Amman gathering and a similar forum held in the occupied 
Holy City itself by the Israelis two months ago with the aim of 
gathering support for the Jewish state's claim to the city as its 
"eternal, indivisible capital.*' 

The Israeli forum, which also sought to enlist the help of 
Christians by assuring them that the Jewish state would find 
some kind of formula to address Christian interests in Jerusalem, 
was. at best, a miserable failure. Orthodox rabbis stayed away 
from the gathering in protest against the very presence of 
Christian clergy among the audience and speakers. Instead of 
gaining the support of Christians, the forum served as another 
vivid reminder to the Christian World that Jews have no 
intention of sharing anything that concerns Jerusalem. 

On the other hand, the Amman conference had Muslim as 
well Christian representation from almost every known school of 
thought in the two religions. We had representatives from the 
Islamic thoughts in Lebanon and Sudan, and of strong forces 
that guide Muslim action in Indonesia. Pakistan and India: in 
short a majority representation of the world's more than one 
billion Muslims. They sat down with representatives of the 
various Christian churches and sects to delve into the overall 
religious background, history and status of Jerusalem. 

The conference, 'excellently guided by Kamel Sharif, a 
well-known Jordanian Muslim scholar and intellectural, head of 
the General Conference on Jerusalem and a former minister, 
reviewed without inhibitions the Muslim and Christian rights in 
Jerusalem and how to go about reasserting those rights against 
the Israeli stand that Muslims and Christians should be thankful 
that they C3n at least enter the Holy City as tourists. 

It was a clarifying point for those who have not yet understood 
what Jordan was advocating in the context of the status of the 
Holy City. The Kingdom's position was clearly presented during 


the conference itself and again, more emphatically, by His Royal 
Highness Crown Prince Hassan when he met the delegates at the 
Royal Court. 

Jordan made it simple and clear: That regardless of the status 
of Middle East peace negotiations, there cannot be lasting 
Arab-Israeli peace and coexistence as long as Israel refuses to 
acknowledge and accept Muslim and Christian rights in Jeru- 
salem, that the divine sovereignty that His Majesty King Hussein 
has described as the only sovereignty that he would accept over 
Jerusalem has little to do with political sovereignty; that unless 
the Christian and Muslim worlds join hands and launch 
concerted action Israel would only succeed in its efforts to 
rewrite history and would try to obliterate theArab/Christian/Muslim 
background of Jerusalem. The ‘'celebrations” that Israel plans to 
mark what it interprets as the founding of the city by David 3,000 
years ago are nothing but another pillar in Israel’s efforts to 
distort history. 


“Unless the Christian and Muslim 
worlds join hands and launch concerted 
action (to defend their rights in Jeru- 
salem), Israel would only succeed in its 
efforts to rewrite history and would try 
to obliterate the Arab/Muslim/Christian 
background of (the city).” 


There was no ambiguity in the Jordanian position towards the 
Israeli moves, as explained in the Amman conference and then 
by Crown Prince Hassan. Muslim and Christian leaders should 
set aside emotions and rhetorics and work towards countering 
the Israeli moves through establishing the reality that Jerusalem 
was never a Jewish-built city and the Jews have no superceding 
religious or historical claims to it 
The outline of a general plan of action for systematic and 
concerted action to belie the Israeli assertions over Jerusalem 
was drawn up in Amman. One of the key components of the plan 
of action is that it is not enough for a scholar to know the actual 


THE WEEK IN PRINT 


Violence breeds violence 


Reviewed by Elia Nasrallah 


THE LATEST upsurge in 
violence throughout the 
occupied Arab lands the 
latest Palestinian-Israeli 
agreement on security in 
Hebron and domestic affairs 
dominated most of the arti- 
cles and editorials of the local 
Arabic press in the past 
week. 

Israel should learn a lesson 
from the car bomb attack in 
Afula this week and should 
halt its atrocities against the 
Palestinians because violence 
can only bread counter vio- 
lence. said Al Ra'i Arabic 
daily. Israeli leaders should 
realise that as long as Israeli 
forces occupy Arab land, re- 
sistance is bourd to happen in 
all forms. The only way to 
end the bloodshed is ending 
the occupation, it said. 

By blowing up the car 
bomb deep inside Israel, the 
Palestinians have thus suc- 
ceeded in benetrating the 
security barrier set up by the 
Israeli army and rendered the 
Israeli security measure 
futile, said Taher Al Adwan. 
The columnist, who writes 
for Al Dustour. said that the 
time has come for Israel ro 
withdraw its forces from the 
Arab lands. 

His colleague in Al Dus- 
tour, Mohammad Kawash. 
said that the Rabin govern- 
ment ought to realise that 
violence initiated by the 
Israeli forces and settlers 
would draw reaction in kind 
from the Arabs. The writer 
said if Israeli Prime Minister 
Yitzhak Rabin Ls 'serious ab- 
out reaching peace with the 
Palestinians, he ought to dis- 
arm the settlem and prevent 
any recurrence of the Hebron 
massacre that prompted the 


Afula car bomb attack. 

Al Dustour daily criticised 
Israel’s resort to clamping a 
total security blanket on the 
occupied Arab lands in the 
wake of the resistance activi- 
ties. It said that resorting to 
such measures in the past 
have proved futile. The paper 
said more suffering and more 
violence would occur if the 
Israeli government continues 
to delay the implementation 
of its agreements with the 
Arabs. The paper said all 
malpractices should stop so 
that the Arabs ban live in 
peace and so that a positive 
climate could be created for 
the implementation of the 
Palestinian- Israeli accord. 

Yousef Mahmoud, a col- 
umnist in Al Ra’i, criticised 
the latest Israeli-Palesrinian 
agreement on Hebron. He 
said the deployment of un- 
armed observers can do no- 
thing to stop settlers from 
attacking Arabs in the future. 
He said the Palestinians 
should have sought to have 
U.N. Security Council Re- 
solution 904 implemented in- 
stead of agreeing to the de- 
ployment observers. The 
Cairo agreement on Hebron 
is far from being sufficient to 
cater to the security needs of 
Palestinians, he added. 

Instead of deploying obser- 
vers. the Israelis should have 
opted for a full withdrawal 
from Hebron and other hot 
spots as a first step towards 
peace, said Mohammad 
Kawash in Al Dustour. Criti- 
cising the Palestinian decision 
to resume talks with the 
Israelis, the writer said that 
the decision can by no means 
provide the required protec- 
tion for the local Arab resi- 


dents, nor can the observers 
prevent future Jewish settlers 
attacks. 

Ahmad Arafat wrote an 
article in Al Ra'i drawing 
attention to the fact that the 
coming state presents a cru- 
cial test for the Palestinians 
who he said, would be taking 
up some responsibility within 
the occupied Arab areas va- 
cated by the Israelis. The 
writer said that the Palesti- 
nians should immediately 
establish institutions which 
provide frameworks for the 
officials authority rule and 
help the Palestinian officials 
to handle local issues. In fact, 
the coming stage serve as a 
transitional period in which 
the Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (FLO) is re- 
quired to rise to the challenge 
and prove to the world that it 
is worthy of assuming control 
of local Palestinian affairs, 
the writer added. 

Abdullah Al Khatib, a col- 
umnist in Al Dustour. criti- 
cised the Palestinian nego- 
tiators for going beyond the 
permitted limits in their dis- 
cussions with the Israelis. Be- 
fore deciding on any point of 
national importance, said the 
writer, the negotiators ought 
to consult with the Palesti- 
nian people. 

Every day we discover 
that the Palestinian nego- 
tiators are deviating from the 
agenda of talks and delving 
into matters harmful to 
Palestinian interests, said the 
writer. 

Mohammad Kharroub. a 
columnist in Al Ra'i. said 
that the Palestinian Israeli 
agreement signed in Cairo 
does not cater to the mini- 
mum requirements of secur- 


ity for the Palestinians. As 
long a sthe Jewish settlers are 
allowed to cany weapons, 
there can be no safety for the 
Arab people, said the writer. 
It should be noted, said the 
writer, that the Rabin gov- 
ernment. which signed the 
Cairo agreement, refuses to 
withdraw any settlers from 
Arab areas and continues to 
gpve protection to their ac- 
tions. 


Commenting on the U.S. 
embargoes imposed on the 
Arab countries, Ibrahim Al 
Absi, a columnist in Al Ra’i 
said that Washington is deter- 
mined to prove its hostile 
stand against the Arabs and 
harming their national in- 
terests. The writer said that 
while maintaining a blockade 
on Aqaba, the United States 
is imposing sanctions on 
Libya and Sudan and placing 
Syria on the list of countries 
sponsoring terrorism. Above 
all. he said, the United States 
is backing Israel's atrocities 
against the Palestinians and 
starving the Iraqi people. 


Taher Adwan. a columnist 
in Ai Dustour, said Jordan is 
under pressure and it is in- 
cumbent on the Jordanian 
people to stand firm behind 
His Majesty King Hussein 
and the Jordanian govern- 
ment to foil this plot against 
their country. The columnist, 
said it is dear that Washing- 
ton is a striving service to 
Israel by trying to weaken the 
economies of the Arab coun- 
tries surrounding it. By main- 
taining the siege on Aqaba, 
said the wrirer. Washington 
hopes to force Jordan to sign 
a separate peace treaty wirh 
the Jewish state. 


. — fh<» inseparable Islamic and Christian 
history of i^rv MusHm and Christian scholar should 

links to the c, ^’^ t 0 H®7rvoi^ of their faith of the rehgious and 

raise the awareness of eveiyone : of j enisa i e m to their faith: 


raise the awareness of ^^°JJf fic3nce Q f Jerusalem to their faith: 
the kraeli-knit shrouds over the Holy 


G!*- _ _. llH have been better conveyed than when 

The message could not navep~ ^ ^ ^ survival Qf ^ 

Crown Prince Hassan im convincing others of realities 


Crown Prince »a»Msa^i ^ convindng others of realities 
concerted Israeli campaign to distort 

history. t .... ... 

T . .... JifKn.it to rise above emotions while handling 

2 Jerusalem. We cannot afford to be 
such an emonv Dre sentations since that would only 

overe motional m our P re ^ a "° facts lo the world. 

“"toToTthTma^n problems that have always plaguedArab 
rftaS to E «Arab ideas across and present facBin perfective is 
S££ Ta broad vision. No one is interested in listening to 
tne lacic oi d ui grievances of the unfairness of the 

dtSSion in^the Middle EalTand how Israel is trying to judaise 
S and Arab heritage. What would interest f *e world 

■ . .rHinnr lefpg who I113V 3W3FC Ol til6 facts of the. 
^sure-footed rampaign. supported with substantiating 
.facts and evidence all the way. to undermine the Jewish state s 
distortion of history. 

The first step towards launching such a campaign has already 
bc^ taken here in Amman. The Chnstian-Muslira dialogue 
which Jordan has always nurtured is the launching pad for the. 

Ca Th?Al‘al Bait University will spearhead the Jordanian effort 
which is open for all other like-minded people to join in and 
reinforce the quest to preserve Arab and Muslim nghts in 

"^Jbrdan'iias stated its case in forceful and realistic terms and 
will continue its efforts through whatever means available to it to 
achieve the objective of serving Muslim and Christian interests. 

in Jerusalem. , . . T . , _ . 

But the job cannot be fully accomplished by Jordan alone. It 
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If anything. It is a challenge to the Muslim and Christian 
worlds to pick up before it is too late. 



Montenegro nervous as 
Serbia eyes expansion 


By Colin Mein tyre 
Reuter 


PODGORICA, Montenegro 
— As Serbia contemplates 
the possibility of extending its 
territory with Serb-held lands 
in other former- Yugoslav 
states, its sole ally Mon- 
tenegro looks on with grow- 


nia and Croatia into a new 
Yugoslavia would' diminish 
the Montenegrans' sense of 


separate indentity. 
Asked about the 


ing concern. 

Rumours have, been circu- 
lating of possible new consti- 
tutional, arrangements for a 
unitary greater Serbia, in- 
cluding Serb-held territory in 
Croatia and Bosnia, which 
could reduce Montenegro's 
status from a constituent re- 
public of rnmp Yugoslavia to 
a mere Serbian province. 

Though Montenegrans are 
closely related to Serbs, shar- 
ing the same language and 
Orthodox religion, they had 
their own monarchy until 
1918, when the state was in- 
corporated into the Serb- 
dominated Kingdom of 
Serbs, Croats and Slovenes. 

This mountain republic on 
the Adriatic with just 600,000 
inhabitants has seen a revival 
of nationalism since -the U.N. 
imposed trade sanctions on 
rump Yugoslavia, now con- 
sisting of Serbia and Mon- 
tenegro as nominally equal 
partners. 

While the sanctions are 


Asked about the strength 
of the movement for full in- 
dependence for Montenegro, 
Djukanovic said it was diffr- 
cult to assess since it was not 
confined to one political 
group. 

However he said an in- 
dication of its strength could 
be seen in the support for the . 


clearly hurting Serbia. Mon- 
tenegro complains it is suffer- 
ing more because its main 
industries of shipping and 
tourism depend on links to 
the outside world. 

Asked to comment on the 
prospects of an enlarged 
state, and Montenegro's position 


which won some 12 per cent 
of the vote in the last elec- 
tions in 1992. 

The independence issue 
burst into the open Iasi 
■November when Ipial anger 
over a meeting of the Serbian 
Orthodox Church in the for- 
mer Mon tene gran royal 
capital Cetinje prompted 
nationalists to elect their own 
bishop. 

The move was seen by a 
nervous Belgrade as an 
attempt to revive the Mon- 
tenegran Orthodox Church* 

The Serbian Orthodox 
Church, the official church in 
Montenegro, is widely, seen 
as strongly pro-Milosevic and 
pro-greater Serbia. 

The incorporation of Mon- 
tenegro into a new unitary 
state would mean losing its 
semi-autonomous foreign 
policy, which has occasional- 
ly brought it into conflict with 
Belgrade. 

The Serbian leadership was 
angered by a meeting last 


angered oy a meeting last 
year between top omtiais 
from Montenegro and Alba- 


'within it, its youthful Prime 
Minister Milo Djukanovic 


told Reuters: “Montenegro is 
interested in living in a com- 
mon state, but only on condi- 
tion that it can ensure equal 
status for itself, and that the 


common state develops as a 
democratic state.” 


Describing the idea of a 
unitary Serbia as “ludicrous 


- - .-suwwuj 

and unworthy,” though ack- 
nowledging he had heard it 
circulating, the prime minis- 


ter. at 32 one of the youngest 
in Europe, said: “Mon- 
tenegro cannot merge into 


ma, which is at odds with 
Belgrade over its treatment 
of ethnic Albanians in Ser- 
bia’s Kosovo province, where 
they form a majority. 

This occasional divergence 
from Belgrade’s policies was 
one of the reasons put for- 
ward by Montenegrin Fore- 
ign Minister Mlodrag Lekic 
during a visit to London last 
year when he pleaded for a i 
relaxation of sanctions I 
against his country. I 

However, Western diplo- . 
mats in Belgrade said the 


any other state.” 
In a warnino 


Prospects of this were slim. 
"The current thrust of in- 


fo a warning to Serb 
nationalists who might be 
tempted to call the new state 
Se rb £ or some variant of it, 
he added; “I personally think 
Yugoslavia is a very 
appropriate name.” 

Western diplomats in Bel- 
P*3 e «“* Serbia’s hardline 
leader Slobodan Milosevic 
had asked constitutional ex- 
J*' r \. t0 draft a number of 
possible frameworks for an 

SfSa Cd Yu * oslavia ’ or 

The Serbian leader was 

111? n t0 leaked some of 
the proposed ideas in order 

to unsettle both nomina 
SHS “ d **• senior 


''The current thrust of in- 
ternational polity on Yugos- 
lavia is to hold sanctions 


tight, knowing that they are 
leaking anyway,” said one 


diplomat said, 
diplomat* 


Diplomats said Mon- 
tenegran leaders feared that 
any mass influx of Serbian 
ultra-nationalists from Bos- 


semor diplomat, adding that 
the West was also aware of 
the strategic importance of ** 
Montenegro's main port at 
bar for Serbia, which has no 
sea access of its own. 

With such vital interests at 
stake, some analysts believe 
Belgrade might be tempted 
simply to ignore Mon- 
tenegro’s wishes and absorb 
n into a new unitary state. 

Mr. Djukanovic's reaction * 

to this prospect, which he - 

said he could not imagine. ,, 
happening, was unequivocal. ■ 

. “ An y attempt to place in 
jeopardy Montenegro’s state- 
hood in any way. or to ( 
threaten its equality, would 
he doomed to failure.” he * 
said. 
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U.S. presses Arafat 


^Continued from page 1) 
the PLO recognised one 
another last September, Mr. 
Arafat committed himself to 
condemning acts of violence 
against Israeli civilians. 

Mr. Arafat was recently de- 
scribed by Mr. Christopher as 
“the indispensable figure" in 
the Palestinian movement. 

Mr. Christopher told a con- 
gressional committee Mr. Ara- 
fat was “the political leader, 
bat he is also the flag and the 
star spangled banner all wrap- 
ped into one person.” 

In its Thursday statement, 
the PLO voiced regret over the 
carbombing in Afiila and urged 
Israel to implement the peace 
accord as soon as possibe. 

“The PLO expresses its re- 
grets for the incident in Afula 
and which cost the life of a 
number of civilians, ” said an 
official statement issued from 
the Cairo guest palace where 
Mr. Arafat was staying. 

It said the recent violence, 
including the Hebron mosque 
r.pssacre, confirmed the ur- 
gent need for concrete steps to 
implement the Palestinian self- 
rule accord. 

“"While the PLO presents its 
condolences to the families of 
the civilian victims it hopes 
that all the parties will bear 
their responsibilities to protect 
the peace process and achieve 
the aims for which this process 
was launched,” the PLO 
added. 

Responding to comments by 
Israeli Foreign Minister Shi* 
mon Peres, who criticised Mr. 
Arafat for not condemning the 
attack, Arafat adviser Marwan 
Kanafani told Reuters in 


Cairo; 

“We are astonished to hear 
such an argument from Minis- 
ter Peres when neither himself 
nor Prime Minister (Yitzhak) 
Rabin showed any kind of re- 
gret or condemnation when the 
Israeli army and the Israeli 
intelligence units assassinated 
deliberately six young Fateh 
leaders in Gaza last month.” 

Mr. Peres said in remarks 
broadcast by Israel forces radio 
and monitored by the British 
Broadcasting Corporation 
(BBC) “I hold a grave view of 
it and regret it. I believe be 
should have reacted. Furth- 
ermore. some of the PLO lead- 
ers have reacted.” 

“At the same time it must be 
absolutely dear: Just as we 
> well not hesitate to take every 
step against terrorism, we will 
not stop, not even for a mi- 
nute, the negotiations for an 
arrangement in Gaza and 
Jericho." 

Mr. Peres said the autonomy 
talks could be completed by 
the end of the month and that 
there was “a good possibility” 
that Mr. Arafat could move to 
Jericho in the first week of 
May. 

Israeli and PLO negotiators 
have overcome all but 10 to 15 
per cent of the problems, he 
told France-3 television, but it 
would not be possible to reach 
agreement for an Israeli pull- 
out on April 13. the date Mr. 
Arafat had insisted on. 

“April 13 is impossible... I 
hope we shall complete the 
negotiations towards the end 
of the month," Mr. Peres said. 
“Two or three more weeks will 
not change history." 


Occupied lauds under siege 


(Continued from page 1) 

peacemaking, spurred calls for 
a suspension of negotiations 
with the PLO on the withdraw- 
al of Israeli troops from the 
Gaza Strip and West Bank 
town of Jericho. 

Despite the angry mood, 
Mr. Ben-Ami said ministers 
decided to pursue peace talks 
*d Israeli delegates will 
attend negotiations as planned 
in Cairo Sunday. 

Foreign Minister Shimon 
Peres, speaking to an emergen- 
cy meeting of die ruling labour 
party late on Thursday, re» ; 
jeered right-wing calls to sus- 
pend talks on implementing 
the long-delayed withdrawal 
from the Gaza Strip and 
Jericho in the West Bank. 

"We do not Intend to stoi 
or to slow, or to change 
talks on Gaza and Jericho." he 
told an emergency party meet- 
ing. “Any stoppage, slowing, 
or change is a net victory for 
Hamas, and a gross encourage- 
ment to all terrorists.” 

At highway junctions and 
town squares, Israelis angered 
by the killings held rallies, 
branding Mr. Peres and Prime 
Minister Rabin traitors, calling 
for their resignations, ana 


% 


chanting “Death to the 
Arabs.” 

Islamic Jihad claimed re- 
sponsibility for Thursday's 
Ashdod shooting, in which an 
18-year-old Arab frun Shati 
refugee camp in the nearby 
Gaza Strip sprayed fixe from 
an Uzi su bmachinegun at peo- 
ple waiting for a bus. He was 
. shot dead by bystanders. 

Hie closure would likely 
slow down the handover of 
army and police facilities in the 
two areas scheduled to come 
under Palestinian control, the 
weekly newspaper Shishi (Fri- 
day) quoted officials as saying. 
Under the September agree- 
ment, April 13 was the target 
dale for starting autonomy. 

The officials were quoted as 
saying the number of soldiers 
required to enforce the closure 
would subtract from those 
woriringon dismantling equip- 
ment. The pullout had been 
going at a hectic pace before 
the attacks. 

There were scattered dashes 
throughout the occupied terri- 
tories. A 15-year-old Palesti- 
nian boy from Balah in the 
West Bank was shot dead 
Thursday night by soldiers af- 
ter be threw stones at them, 
the army said. 


Japanese premier resigns 


(Continued from page I) 

ave no prior warning to his 
lition partnere, who were 
struck dumb for 10 minutes 
after he hit them with his 
bombshell at the Friday mid- 
day meeting. 

“I consulted my wife last 
night but no one else,” Mr. 
Hosokawa said later in. 
announcing his departure to 
the nation. 

Coalition leaders went into 
damage-control mode on Fri- 
day night, holding the first of 
what promises to be a series of 
aaimonioas meetings to try to 
choose a successor. 

They broke up after two 
hours agreeing to reconvene 
on Saturday. The process 
looked likely to drag on into 
next week. 

Word that Mr. Hosokawa 
was to quit raised fears that the 
fractious eight- way alliance 
would be pushed towards a 
break-up over the choice of a 
new front man, after going to 
the brink three times since 
December over deep policy 
differences. 

“They need time because 
there are two opposing camps, 
one' backing Foreign Minister 
Tsutomu Hata for the lead- 
e r s hi p and the other behind 
Ghjef-of-Staff Masayoshi 
Takemura,” said columnist 
Minoru Morita. 


“I think Hata has a good 
chance," he said. “If that 
doesn't work out, Hata’s back- 
room patron Ichiro Ozawa 
may decide to dissolve the 
coalition and create a new 
grouping to include members 
of the opposition Liberal 
Democratic Party (LDP).” 

Leaders of coalition parties 
ranging from conservative to 
hard-left moved swiftly to 
quash talk of a rift. 

“We’re meeting to agree on 
the formation of a new cabinet 
and a successor (to Hosoka- 
wa).” and Tomoichi 
Murayama, leader of the 
Socialist Party, the largest in 
the alliance. 

“We (the socialists) aren’t 
going to be inflexible over 
picking a new leader," he told 
a news conference. “If we do 
that we risk falling out.” 

Kozo Watanabe, a senior 
member of the influential Shin- 
seito (Japan Renewal Party), 
denied reports his party 
wanted the coalition dissolved 
so as to bring in Michio Wata- 
nabe, a prominent politician of 
the once -dominant LDP. 

“We need a strong govern- 
ment to continue with all the 
tasks facing us on the domestic 
and international fronts and 
that will be our main preoc- 
cupation,” Kozo Watanabe 
said. 


Israeli soldiers haggle Jackson 


(Continued from page 1) 

roadblock in the West Bank 
town of Bethlehem over the 
Sags but proceeded with them-_ 
During the trip, Mr. Jaban 
Pointed- out the Jewish settle- 
ments that he said Israel 
wanted, to incorporate into 
Jerusalem. 


As the bus reached the out- 
skirts of Hebron, Mr. Jabari 
drew Mr. Jackson's attention 
to an army vehicle driving ab- 
out 200 metres in front of the 
bus, and two border police 
jeeps that were several hun- 
dred metres behind it. 

"This is typical for the 
Israelis." Mr. Jaban said. 


Japan military still 
haunted by WW II 


By Eugene Moosa 
Reuter 

TOKYO — A futile debate 
stemming from World War II 
still haunts Japan's military at 
a time when it must evolve 
into a realistic force of the 
post-cold war era, an influen- 
tial military analyst says. 

Kensuke Ebata, a military 
writer and commentator, said 
a 1990 remark by Tosbiki 
Kaifu. who was then prime 
minister, captured Japan's 
mentality on defence mat- 
ters: 

“We will not send the Self- 
Defence Forces (military) to 
dangerous places.” Mr. Kaifu 
told parliament during his 
vain attempt to send 
Japanese support troops to 
Saudi Arabia just before the 
1991 Gulf war. 

Last month. Prime Minis- 
ter Morihiro Hosokawa laun- 
ched a review of the 1976 
National Defence Program- 
me Outline, a document that 
spelled out the strength and 
role of the military, the Self- 
Defence Forces, in the cold 
war era. 

By July Mr. Hosokawa's 
panel of academics, indus- 
trialists and retired generals 
is expected to recommend a 
new programme outline to 
streamline the military and 
clarify other roles, such as 
U.N. peacekeeping and over- 
seas disaster relief. 

Mr. Hosokawa asked the 
panel to take into account 
geopolitical changes since the 
end of the cold war. along 
with new economic realities 
and rapid advances in science 
and technology. 

Few experts, certainly not 
Mr. Ebata, believe the panel 
will address the most impor- 
tant question: How to com- 
bat the lingering “military 
allergy" of most Japanese, 
overcome their habit of slip- 
ping into simplistic “defence- 
offence” arguments and draw 
them into a realistic debate 
on security issues. 

“Japan’s military has been 
plagued by this meaningless 
debate on ‘defence* and ‘off- 
ence' or how not to become 
involved in actual fighting, 
anywhere,” Mr. Ebata said. 

“But the outside world 
knows there is no such thing 
as safe wars or pure de- 
fence," he said m a recent 
interview. . 

The 1976 programme out- 
line called for a force capable 
of repelling a "limited” inva- 
sion, 180.000 army troops, 60 
destroyers and 18 submarines 
for the navy and 13 combat 
squadrons in the air force, 
the targets have been met. 

Japan, it said, must solidify 
its alliance with the United 
States, meaning Tokyo would 
depend on U.S. forces for 
protection in exchange for 
bases on Japanese soil. 

All that is changing with 
the collapse of the Soviet 
Union, the U.S. “draw- 
down” of its overseas forces, 
and louder calls for Tokyo to 


share the burden of global 
peacekeeping. 

The 1976 outline meant the 
government could spend 
lavishly on defence, so long 
as frontline strength was kept 
within the ceiling. In effect, 
spending doubled by the late 
1980s and by Western stan- 
dards. which include military 
pensions. Japan's military 
outlays now rank second in 
the world. 

Mr. Ebata -said one prob- 
lem with the outline was the 
setting of frontline target fi- 
gures, which denies flexibility 
and so has been abused by 
the military to escape public 
debate. 

The air force has increased 
the complement of aircraft 
per squadron, from 18 to 24. 
to give h more fighters but 
remain within outline 
strength. The navy retires 
submarines after 18 years in 
service, or about half the life 
span of an average ship in 
other navies, so as not to 
violate the paper ceiling. 

“No other navy does things 
like that,” said Mr. Ebata. 
“and aircraft per squadron, 
thar’s the wrong way around, 
they have been reduced in 
other countries.” 

The military goes out of its 
way to shield its business 
from public view, partly be- 
cause there is no law protect- 
ing state secrets but mainly to 
avoid debate. 

The defence-offence argu- 
ment dates back to 1950-1953 
Korean war when Tokyo 
twisted constitutional logic to 
establish a full-blown military 
at Washington's behest. 

Japan's 1947 “peace” con- . 
stitution bans possession of' 
“sea. land and air force” and 
prohibits the state from set- 
tling international disputes 
with military force. 

The government argued 
the constitution did not deny 
the right to self-defence, thus 
the modern Japanese military 
got its name, but also its 
illogical public mission. 

Fighter planes were strip- 
ped of “offensive” devices 
such as bomb sights and ports 
for in-flight refuelling. There 
is no thought of what to do if 
they had to attack an invad- 
ing army. 

More importantly, the con- 
stitutional debate has forced 
the government to shun 
“offensive” military alliance. 
Such reluctance could affect 
Japan’s possible participation 
in future U.N.-sanctioned 
“peacemaking” operations. 

Japan, with Germany, 
seeks a permanent U.N. 
Security Council seat. Oppo- 
nents criticise Tokyo’s inabil- 
ity to take pan in such milit- 
. ary operations as the Gulf 
war. 

Mr. Ebata has just com- 
pleted a detailed, two- 
volume study of the security 
situation around Japan, iden- 
tifying a dozen key areas 
where a shooting war could 
flare up. 


‘Reports of the death of 
next Italian government premature’ 


Berlusconi, Bossi likely 
to resolve quarrel 


By Stephen Addison 
Reuter 

ROME — Reports of the 
death of the next Italian gov- 
ernment are premature, 
politicians and analysts said 
after Silvio Berlusconi's 
dramatic decision to break 
off talks with his right-wing 
allies. 

Despite the tycoon's head- 
on clash with Northern 
League leader Umberto Bos- 
si over federalism and the 
premiership, some form of 
compromise is likelv to 
emerge, they said. 

“I’ve spoken to them both 
and I'm convinced that de- 
spite appearances a govern- 
ment can be formed,” said 
Raffaele Costa, leader of the 
small union of the Centre 
Party which campaigned with 
Mr. Berlusconi's “Freedom 
Alliance” in the elections. 

But delay seems inevitable 
and Italy's 53rd post-war 
administration is unlikely 
now to take office before 
mid-May. several political 
commentators say. 

It may also be fatally 
flawed by the innate antagon- 
ism of Mr. Bossi and neo- 
Fasrist Gianfranco Fini. the 
other main partner in Mr. 
Berlusconi's tripartite 
alliance. 

Federalism will be the fault 
line of the next government, 
as Mr. Fini indicated in an 
interview with La Repubblica 
newspaper. 


“I don’t want a govern- 
ment which Bossi brings 
down os soon as he sees 
something he. doesn't 
approve of, like perhaps 
the first time we make a law 
which helps the south.” he 
said. 

Mr. Fini. like Mr. Berlus- 
coni himself, has hinted that 
the standoff may best be re- 
solved by a fresh general 
election. 

But the expense and the 
damage likely to be caused 
to financial markets by 
another prolonged campaign 
and power vacuum make that 
an unlikely option, according 
to most political, analysts. 

Much better, they say. to 
go back to the country when 
Italy's imperfect electoral re- 
form has been refined to do 
away with the present awk- 
ward mix of majority and 
proportional voting and 
make sure a stable govern- 
ment can be elected. 

Despite Mr. Bossi's un- 
swerving commitment' to in- 
troducing a federal structure 
and Mr. Fini's espousal of a 
strong central stale, some 
signs of compromise have 
.emerged. 

Roberto Maroni. League 
leader in the ourgoing Cham- 
ber of Deputies, recently cal- 
led on stale television for a 
wide-ranging conference to 
resume negotiations. 

Mr. Fini himself has 
spoken of a possible devolu- 
tion of power allied to a 
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The Spanish Cultural 
Centre 

Announces the start of registration of 
students wishing to take the examina- 
tion for the diploma in Spanish. 

☆ Elementary diploma and 
basic diploma 

☆ Examination date: May 28, 1994 at 
the Spanish Cultural Centre. 



For further information please call tel. 
610858, the Spanish Cultural Centre, Jabal 
Amman, Third Circle. 

Daily except Friday and Sunday from 8:00 
a.m. till 1:00 p.m. and from 2:00 to 8:00 p.m. 
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Hariri 
to amend 

{Continued from page 1) 

Salim Hoss, a Sunni Muslim 
who heads an eight-man par- 
liamentary bloc, railed the bill 
an “attempt to strangulate 
freedom.” 

No date has been set for a 
parliamentary session. But 
more than 40 of the house’s 
128 members already have 
come out publicly against the 
proposal. 

Maroni te Catholic member 
Fuad Saad, one of 16 who 
signed a petition against the 
bUl, said press and other free- 
doms “are the cornerstone of 
Lebanon’s existence.” 

The government’s con- 
frontation with the media be- 
gan after the Feb. 27 church 
bomb explosion that killed 10 
worshippers in the Christian 
heartland north of Beirut. 

The government has since 
barred dozens of privately 
owned television and radio sta- 
tions, from airing news or poli- 
tical programmes. Only 
Beirut's state-run broadcasting 
networks were exempt. 

The government maintains 
the church bomb was part of a 
conspiracy to destabilise and 
partition Lebanon into secta- 
rian mini-states. 

Information Minister Michel 
Sam aha, trying to justify the 
media crackdown, has said the 
country is “in an exceptional 
situation that requires excep- 
tional measures to fortify 
security and civil peace." 

Mr. Tueini, in a front-page 
editorial* appealed to Presi- 
dent Elias Hrawi to declare the 
bill a violation of freedom of 
expression guaranteed under 
the constitution. 
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With either destination, we offer the roomy comfort of our modern fleet and 
our super Business Class service - not to mention our traditional warm 
Turkish hospitality that makes every trip on Turkish Airlines a classic! 
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BASKING IN VICTORY: Silvio Berlusconi 


greater role for the nation's 
president. 

“I think in the end Bossi 
will have to come quietly.” 
said one diplomat. 

Attention this week will be 
firmly on the fiery League 
leader to see whether his 
Bogged stance on federalism 
has broad support among 
northern voters and League 
members of parliament. ' 

A survey published in 
Famiglia Cristiana Magazine, 
says as many as 40 per cent of 
League voters want to see 
Mr. Berlusconi as prime 
minister. 

League deputies seem to 
be solidly behind Mr. Bossi, 
convinced that no real change 
can come in Italy’s discre- 
dited political system without 
a move to federalism. 

Mr. Berlusconi himself, 
however, told La Stamps 


newspaper recently he had 
spoken to League deputies 
who were unhappy at the 
confrontational wav Mr. Bos- 
si had entered the govern- 
ment talks. 

Political analysts now await 
Mr. Bossi's appearance at 
next Sunday's big League ral- 
ly in the northern town of 
Pontidu. 

They arc also looking for 
signs of how President Oscar 
Luigi Sc a If a ro is thinking af- 
ter Mr. Berlusconi broke off 
talks and asked him to choose ’ 
j prime minister. 

Italian presidents have the 
ultimate responsibility of 
choosing a premier hut in the 
post the' decision has usually- 
been effectively made for 
them after much haggling be- 
hind closed doors by political 
parties and parliamentary - 
leaders. 


Amman Office: Jabal Amman, Third Circle, 

Al Riyadh Center, Bth Floor. Tel: (6) 659102/659112. 
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HOUSING AND URBAN 
DEVELOPMENT 
CORPORATION 


DATE: APRIL 9, 1994 
LOAN NO.: 2841 JO 
TENDER NO.: 6/M/94 

« 

INVITATION FOR BIDS 

1. The Government of the Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan 
(HKJ) has received a loan from the World Bank in various 
currencies towards the cost of the National Urban De- 
velopment Project (UDP3). Loan No. 2841 - JORDAN and 
it is intended that part of the proceeds of this loan will be 
applied to eligible payments under the contract for which 
this IFB is issued. 

2. Housing and Urban Development Corporation (HUDC) 
now invites sealed bids from eligible bidders for the 
supply, delivery, full installation and on site successful 
operation locally and remotely of the following computer 
systems: 

- Hardware, including a Database Server at HUDC 
Headquarters in Jabal Amman, a LAN Server at HUDC 
Headquarters, a LAN Server al the HUDC Satellite office in 
Marka, personal computers (PCs), monitors, modems, 
synchronous lines and router, for connection of the 
computer systems, cabling, connectors, terminators, the 
LAN accessories, and all ancillary equipment and spare 
parts for complete systems; (all PCs shall be connected to 
the servers directly and/or through the communication 
network (locally and remotely). Any PC on LAN can run as 
a terminal through the LAN. transfer data between PCs 
and main servers, and can switch between PCs and main 
servers through hot key.) 

- System software packages for the operation of all 
systems, including, open operating system that includes 
electronic mail, monitoring and administration. Intercon- 
nection between servers through appropriate network 
software in accordance with a standard industry latest 
communication software and protocols such as TCP/IP 
protocol. OSI, X.25 etc...; necessary software drives to 
communicate with different systems, and 

- Open portable RDBMS for developing in-house applica- 
tion software systems. Training HUDC staff in the opera- 
tion of the hardware and usage of system software 
packages and RDBMS. 

3. Interested eligible bidders may obtain further information 
from and inspect the bidding documents at the Tendering 
Division of HUDC, at the following address: 

Urban Development Corporation 

P?<S. Box 2110,927198 
Amman, Jordan 
Fax no. 962-6-883197/628938 
Tel. no. 962-6-899361/644307 


Housing and 

Tendering Division. Marka Office 


5. 


4. A complete set of bidding documents may be purchased 
by any interested eligible bidder on submission of a 
written application to the above and upon payment of a 
non-refundable fee of: JD 75 {Seventy Five Jordanian 
• Dinars). 

This tender will be a two-stage bidding procedure as 
followed. The first stage bid will consist of a technical bid 
only, without any reference to prices, and a list of any 
deviations to the commercial and contractual conditions 
set forth in the bidding documents a bidder wishes to take 
and justification therefore. The second stage bid will 
consist of (a) a revised technical bid incorporating all 
changes required by the purchaser to bring the technical 
bid up to an acceptable level, or necessary to reflect any 
amendment to the bidding documents issued subsequent 
to submission of the first stage bid. and (b) the commer- 
cial bid. 

All first stage technical bids must be delivered to the 
offices of HUDC not later than 12:00 noon on MAY 28, 
1994 and will be opened immediately thereafter in public 
in the presence of the bidders' representatives who 


choose to attend. 


Eng. Yousef Hiasat 
Director General 
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Economists 
see bright 
spots in 
Hosokawa 
resigning 


TOKYO tR) — Prime Minis- 
ter Morihiro Ho*.okawu's deci- 
sion to resign has cast shadows 
over Japan's economy just 
when it looked poised for a 
fragile recovery, hut some eco- 
nomists saw a silver lining in 
the clouds. 

Japan has been stuck in a 
slew of economic wrangles, in- 
cluding a stalled debate on the 
budget for the business year 
that started on April I and 
deadlocked trade talks with the 
United States. 

The immediate effect of Mr. 
Hosokawa \ decision to resign 
Friday is to cloud the outlook 
for policy decisions, something 
economists said could hamper 
the incipient recovery. 

"This leaves certain question 
marks, such .is the shape of the 
cabinet, how soon an election 
will be called, whether the 
Liberal Democratic Party will 
continue its tactics and how 
business sentiment will be 
affected." said Robert Feld- 
man. chief economist at Salo- 
mon Brothers Asia. 

"On the economic side the 
budget looks unlikely to pass 
soon, the United States won't 
know- ic whom it's talking, 
there is the tax issue and imple- 
mentation of Japan's latest 
package of market-opening 
measures could he delayed." 
he said. 

Mr. Hosokawa. who swept 
to power last August pledging 
to clean up politics and cut 
through the red tape that ham- 
pers economic growth, said he 
was resigning to take responsi- 
bility for a row over controver- 
sial personal loans that para- 
lysed parliament. 

Business groups immediate- 
ly called for political stability 
and the (quick formation of a 
new cabinet. Pessimists wor- 
ried political turmoil could hin- 
der a long-awaited economic 
recovery. 

"I think it’s bad for the 
economy." said Paul Summer- 
ville. director of Asian re-; 
search at Lehman Brothers'" 
Japan. it adds an element of 
uncertainty at a pretty delicate 
period. 

Signs have emerged the eco- 
nomy is bottoming' out. boost- 
ing hopes of a consumer-led 
recovery later this year, hut 
that recovery is vulnerable ro 
the strong yen. while corporate 
capital sending, another vital 
growth engine, is still weak. 

"There are signs the eco- 
nomy is improv ing slightly and 
this is an extremely important 
time for the economy.” said 
Masuru Takagi. chief econom- 
ist at Fuji Research Institute. 

"If the cabinet resigns en 
masse, the political vacuum 




Morihiro Hosokawa 


will continue. In that case, 
nothing cun be done about this 
year's budget, so there is a 
worry about the impact on the 
economy.” he pointed out. 

Domestic political confusion 
could also holster the yen if 
U.S. -Japan trade relations 
worsen as a result — a negative 
for exporters' profits, some 
economists said. 

But some economists saw- 
potential benefits from Mr. 
Hosokawa's political demise. 

Despite being plagued by 
feuding. Mr. Hosokawa man- 
aged to pass a long-promised 
political reform package, open 
Japan's closed rice market a 
crack to help world trade talks 

and cobble together a big eco- 
nomic stimulus package in 
February. 

But he then stumbled badly 
when angry coalition partners 
forced him to withdraw a tax 
reform plan, including a new 
value-added tax. 

Also, despite Washington's 
early hopes. Mr. Hosokawa 
was unable to improve tense 
U.S. -Japan trade ties, which 
frayed further when he failed 
to iron out key economic dis- 
putes at his Feb. 11 summit 
with U.S. President Bill Clin- 
ton. 

Optimists said Mr. Hosoka- 
wa's fall might in fact cure the 
budget paralysis that has grip- 
ped the government. 

And while no one held out 
hopes of soon unsnarling trade 
ties with the United States, 
some predicted Tokyo's tur- 
moil could persuade Washing- 
ton to tread softly. 

Tax reform, meanwhile, 
could go ahead since the 
Socialists, the coalition's 
largest member, have already 
given the nod to an eventual 
hike in the nation's three per 
cent sales tax. 

"Broadly speaking. I think 
the effect is positive.” said 
Geoffrey Barker, economist ut 
Baring "Securities (Japan). 

Short-term, bureaucrats are 
likely to tighten their grip on 
policy, a fact which once would 
have inspired confidence, but 
now raises fears of delays in 
the deregulation desired by 
hotb domestic business and 
foreign trade partners. 

Even so. the deregulation 
trend is unlikely to be re- 
versed. Mr. Barker said. "I 
regard deregulation as a 
groundswell and unstoppable. 
.It will come anvwav." 


Black & Decker 
Dubai chief begins 

visit to Jordan 

Director-General of the Black & Decker-Dubai branch. J. 
Balle, arrived in Amman yesterday on an official working 
visit. 

Mr. Balle was received by director of the company's Middle 
East and Africa marketing department, John Lockyer. as well 
as Mustafa Abu Abdo and Tareq Abu Abdo. the owners of 
Abu Abdo Engineering establishment. Black & Decker 
general agents in Jordan. 


Strong U.S. jobs report boosts dollar 

against European currencies and the yen 


This report by Naser Nabulsi, private client group 
Merrill Lynch-Dubai, analyses movements and trends of 
key world currencies. Prices are given as at Wednesday, 
April 6 , 1994 

Overview 

Fundamental view: A remarkably strong U.S. jobs report 
for March has boosted the dollar against European currencies 
and the yea. The Deutschemark no longer holds much of an 
interest rate advantage over the U.S. dollar except for very 
short maturities, and that remaining advantage is likely to 
disappear over the course of the year. 

We continue to expect the dollar to rise against European 
currencies over time in response to a decline in German rates 
that should exceed market expectations. 

We expect the yen to remain strong as part of U.S. policy to 
boost exports and narrow Japan's huge current account 
surplus. We maintain our 12-month targets of JPY/USD 95 
and DM/USD 1.80. . 

Technical view: The U.S. dollar was on the defensive during 
the first quarter of 1994 as the greenback lost ground against 
five of the six major currencies that we most regularly 
monitor. At this point, sentiment for the dollar is near 
oversold. However, medium term momentum remains weak. 

We continue to think that this latter indicator has the 
potential to remain down for a few more weeks, suggesting 
that the dollar index will continue to be under pressure — 
possibly short term rallies notwithstanding. Fhst support 
remains indicated at the 92.80 area. Resistance at 94.90-95.80 
is the primary focus for the time being. 

Pound sterling 

Fundamental view: The British pound rebounded against 
the Deutschemark in recent trading to DM/GBP 2.52. 
breaking a downward trend begun in early-January. We 
expect the pound to rise to DM/GBP 2.65 in 12 months as 
short-term DM interest rates fall by 150 basis points compared 
to little change in sterling rates. We now expect no farther 
reductions in the base interest rate because markets responded 


unfavourably to the last 'cut, which was believed to be 
politically motivated. Thus upcoming elections in May and 
June would preclude a cut at this time. The pound also 
appreciated against the dollar this week to U.S.S/GBP 1.47. 

We expect die pound to depredate to U.S.S/GBP 1.47 in 12 
months as short-term dollar interest rise moderately. 

Technical view: The British pound advanced a relatively 
modest 0.4 per cent versus the U.S. dollar during the first 
quarter. Sentiment continues to deteriorate, but remains 
neutral. Moreover, the currency remains in its multi-month - 
trading range, and momentum continues to offer much 
definition (although there is a slight upward bias). The lower 
end of the trading range at 1.46 U.S.J/: is support; a break 
below that would allow for at least a test of the 1993 low near - 
$1.43 and possibly long term support at S1.40-S1.42. 

The $1.50-51.51 range is the viewed as first resistance. A 
rally through second resistance at $1.55 would set the stage for 
a challenge of the long term benchmark at S1.60. The DM 
cross-rate continues to trade below 2.50 and momentum 
oscillators remain weak. A break below 2.485 would sent the 
stage for a challenge of 2.43-2.44. Resistance is at 2.53-2.56. 

Deutschemark 

Fundamental view: A stronger-than-expected report on 
U.S. jobs in March has lent support to the dollar uy boosting 
U.S. bond yields substantially across the yield carve. Accordingly, 
the interest rate advantage of German fixed income securities 
has basically disappeared except for the very shortest matur- 
ities, and that remaining advantage should vanish over the 
course of the year. With the Fed now expected to boost the 
Federal funds rate to 4 per cent by the middle of the year while 
Germany continues to ease monetary policy, the dollar should 
rally further in coming quarters. Although the German 
economy has probably bottomed, industrial production has 
basically remained flat since the first half of 1993 and 
disinflationary forces remain intense. With German wage 
unions having accepted real wage cuts in recent negotiations, 
the stage is set for inflation to fell to 2 per cent or under next 
year. That should permit German short-term interest rates to 
fell to 4 per cent even as U.S. short-term interest rates rise 


Russian nuclear 
industry threatened 
by debt crisis 


MOSCOW (R) — Russia’s 
nuclear power chiefs asked the 
government for help Friday to 
resolve a financial crisis that 
threatens to undo progress in 
improving safety since the 1986 
Chernobyl disaster. 

“We have to think about the 
safety of nuclear power sta- 
tions. We are working at the 
limit,” said Gennady Schcha- 
pov, head of the Kalinin plant 
in centra] Russia, at a meeting 
of senior government and nuc- 
lear industry officials. 

Atomic Energy Minister 
Vikhailov told the meeting that 
safety standards were steadily 
improving but reactors had 
barely enough fuel to keep 
working until summer. 

“A special credit should be 
allocated for fuel,” he said, 
without saying how much cash 
the government should offer. 

Other industry representa- 
tives said reactors could be 
shut for want of resources. 
They called for emergency 
funds for fuel and other urgent 
needs. 

The meeting discussed a 
draft government resolution 
proposing a big injection of 
funds to help the nuclear sector 
back on its* feet. 

Since the 1986 explosion and 
fire at Ukraine’s Chemobyle 
plant spilled radiation over 
much of Europe, the former 
Soviet nuclear industry has 
struggled to restore its image 
and obtain investment funds. 

Mr. Mikhailov said Russia's 
nine atomic power plants were 
owed more than 450 billion 
roubles (S250 million), mostly 
by the electricity giant EES 
Russia. 

For their part, the power 
plants owed 395 billion roubles 


($220 million), including 67 bil- 
lion ($40 million) for fuel and 
19.5 billion ($11 million) for 
salaries, he said. 

Nuclear workers, many of 
whom have not been paid for 
three months, picketed the 
Russian government's white 
house headquarters this week. 

“We cannot ensure safety 
when operators are hungry," 
one union representative told 
the meeting, which was open 
to reporters. 

Mr. Mikhailov said power 
stations could keep functioning 
on .existing. resources until, 
out the middle year. 

The draft^Tesolution sug- 
gested a credit of 50 billion 
roubles ($28 million) to help 
EES Russia, a virtual monopo- 
ly electricity supplier, settle its 
accounts with power stations. 

The resolution also called 
for unspecified budget support 
for nuclear plants to help them 
pay fuel debts. 

Other proposals included 
deferral of federal taxes and 
creation of “extra-budgetary 
investment funds” and possible 
long-term investment credits. 

The nuclear officials also 
favoured breaking up the vir- 
tual monopoly of EES Russia, 
allowing stations to deal with 
regional bodies instead. 

Iruel and Energy Ministry 
Yuri Shafranik said he 
favoured a tougher stance to- 
wards non-payers. He cited the 
example of Ukraine, where 
threatened cut-offs in Russian 
oil and gas supplies have 
prompted efforts to pay debts. 

“The economics ministry 
and others must examine the 
non-payers, assess the state of 
their finances,” he said. 




Mutton’ Jeff 


(mutt, J DON'T see 
[WHY Some people 

(STILL. (SET COMPOSE 
ABOUT US/ 



yEUVfeUVE 
ALWAYS 
-“5NTHS 
U-lTTl-El 

rflOOB 
'JEFF 


YEH, AMD vou'ng MUTT 
THE LONS-LESSED 
STRING BEAM 
ALSO KNOWN 
AS'THg NOSE.' 

#- 


THERE'S 
NOTHING 
WR0N6 
WITH 
, . MY 

^NOSE 


[OH I'M NOT SAVIN' 
ANYTHING AGAlNSTl 
V buft NOSE 1 You've 
Got A V&EVSOOD 

nose as Noses 

RUN 


BUT WHY IS IT THAT 
WHENEVER WERE OUT 
WALKING IN THE 
COUNTRY YOU CATCH 
COLD IN YoUft NOSE/NwiLli 
IN THS CITY? ' ^ 



Just for that 

NE*T SOMMER. WHEHl 

the Flies sitontHEI 

END YOUR NOSE 
I WONT CHASE THEMJ 
OFF FORYOU' 


Greenspan: Americans’ 
‘foreboding’ rooted in 
widening income gap 


SAN FRANCISCO (AP) — A 
widening income gap has 
Americans fearful of the future 
despite generally good econtF 
mic news. Federal Reserve 
(Fed) Chairman Alan Greens- 
pan has said. 

The head of the U.S. central 
bank avoided any discussion of 
interest rates or the stock mar- 
ket’s recent gyrations in his 
address to the annual confer- 
ence of the six-state Federal 
Reserve district based in San 
Francisco. 

Instead, - he .gave- a - long- 
range and generally upbeat 
assessment of the ■'U.S. eco-" 
nomy — brft said polling data 
shows the public doesn’t share 
his optimism. 

“There seemingly inexplic- 
ably remains an extraordinarily 
deep-rooted foreboding” ab- 
out the future, Mr. Greenspan 
said. "Half those polled expect 
the next generation will face 
lower living standards.” 

. The basis for the gloomy 
outlook appears to be the in- 
creasing income gap between 
rich and poor Americans, 
which has widened in the last 
20 years after narrowing for 


several decades before that, he 
said. 

“Income distribution has be- 
gun to disperse in the United 
States," with the wages of pro- 
duction workers dropping in 
real terms. 

High-tech developments 
such as the growing role of 
computers have put a premium 
on education, widening the-in- 
come gap, but the same tech- 
* nology should eventually begin 
dosing it, he said. 

Increasingly sophisticated 
software will allow even illiter- 
ate workers and' consumers to. 
operate simply by pressing but- 
tons with pictures above them, 
Mr. Greenspan said. 

Sophisticated computer 
analyses that took Mr. Greens- 
pan weeks to prepare a decade 
or so ago can now be per- 
formed by a derk in an hour or 
two, he noted. That trend 
should raise the productive 
power of the less educated. 

“Are we doomed into a 
much more dispersed income 
with all of the difficulties one 
would consider that that would 
create? probably not,” the Fed 
chairman said. 


Brazil to give priority 
to fighting inflation 

BRASILIA (R) — The Brazilian government’s top priority is 
to bring down inflation, currently running at over 40 per cent a 
month, Economy Minister Rubens Ricupero has said. “The 
absolute priority at this moment is the fight against inflation. 
Without stability there is no salvation,” be emphasised. Mr. 
Ricupero stressed economic stability was not the ultimate 
target but a necessary condition for lasting growth. He 
promised to provide continuity to the economic plan im- 
plemented by Fernando Hcnrique Cardoso. 


FORECAST FOR SATURDAY APRIL 9, 1994 

By Thomas S. Pierson, Astrologer, Carroll Righter Foundation 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: 
Forget romantic and idealistic 
matters- today and put your con- 
centration and attention toward 
working out a specific plan that 
will give you future benefits and 
secure any loose ends in your 
financial spectrum. 

ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) 
Study a new philosophy that 
could serve you well in the fu- 
ture. You are able to get the 
backing you need now for a 
proposed new project. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) 
Strive to have more rapport with 
mate. Take time to study a new 
project that could mean in- 
creased income in the future for 
your family. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) 
Make plans to gain personal 
goals. Look over your surround- 
ings and make needed improve- 
ments to your residence. Take 
health treatments. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to 
July 21) A good day to enjoy the 
company of congenial Wends. 
Avoid a situation that could '■ iad 
yon into trouble with tho»- :n 
charge. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) Plan 
the recreations that will relieve 
tensions you are under. Don’t ' 
lose your temper over a situation 
that displeases you or trouble 
conies. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to Septem- 
ber 22) Have a long discussion 


with family members and come 
to a fine agreement for the fu- 
ture. Show that you have wisdom 
to handle any situation. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to Octo- 
ber 22) State your views with 
friends and come 10 a better 
understanding with them. Plan 
how to be more productive in the 
future where your work is con- 
cerned. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to 
November 21) Show good sense 
in handling monetary affairs. 
Doing something thoughtful for 
others gains rheir goodwill and 
utmost cooperation. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November, 22 
to December 21) Pursue your 
aims in a positive fashion and get 
excellent results. Take (he right 
steps to gain a personal wish 
which you desire. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to 
January 20) Know what your 
goals are and make long-range 
plans to gain them. Rid yourself 
of stumbling blocks in the path of 
progress for you. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to 
February 19) A good day for 
being vour gregarious sdr and 
furthering your aims which can 
be reached now with less effort 
than usual upon your part. 
PISCES: (February 20 to Mart* 
20) Contact influential persons 
you know and discuss how to 
become a more important person 
in your community especially to 
chose in authority. 


^V/e worinueto look for the dollar to rise to the DM/USD 
1,80 level in 6-raon*s time and to continue to trade arouna 

that level in 12-months. , _ 5- 

Technical view: The Deutschemark gained 3.9 per .cent# 
against the U.S. dollar during the first three months of 1994-_ 
Sentiment has been deteriorating in recent weeks and ls ncnK. 
viewed as overbought. Medium momentum, however, still nas- 
an upward bias and appears able to remain constructive tok. 
another three or four weeks. This suggests that, while the 
currency’s rally trend is getting long in the tooth, it still can. 

work its way higher. , . Etw/tt c 

With all Of this in mind, a rally through 1.65-1.66 UM/U.s.5; 
could still be enough to signal a challenge of last October s- 
1 .59 high. Support is at 1.726-L74. Medium term momentum; 
for the mark/yen cross still appears to be bottoming ana. 
positive divergences are apparent. Nonetheless, the cros£ 
moved below 61 as short term oscillators have been weaju,- 
We still think that any further weakness in coming week£ 
could complete a longer term bottoming process and set the! 
stage for an important rally. In that regard, the area near 63.00 
is still viewed as both chart and momentum resistance. With 
the cross testing support at 60.90, a decisive break of the level 
would allow for a test of the February low at 59.40. . 

Japanese yen 

Fundamental view: The dollar has strengthened to the 
JPY/USD 104 level in response to a remarkably strong U.SJ 
jobs report for March. But the longer-term outlook for the yen 
is likely to be relatively more dependent on current AccourlJ 
and trade policy developments than on interest rate trends 
U.S. officials continue to move towards imposing tradf 
sanctions on Japan, having rejected proposed trade conces* 
sions by the Japanese on Mardi 29. Although U.S. official^ 
have avoided talking the yen up, many market participants 
have concluded that the administration favours yen appreciaj 
tion as a way of cutting Japan's trade surplus. We are neutral 
on the yen’s prospects in the next few months. * 

The- yen is at the middle of the 100-to-I10 range that both 
Japan and the U.S. appear content to live with for the tim§ 
being. While interest rate trends could favour the dollar as the 
Fed continues to push up the Federal funds rate towards 4 pej 
cent by mid-year, trade frictions could well heat up ahead of a 
planned meeting between President Clinton and Prime Minis; 
ter Hosokawa at the G-7 summit in Naples this July: 
Longer-term, persistent current account surpluses should keeft 
upward pressure on the yen. « 

Even if Japan agrees to some market access measures ft# 
U.S. companies, we still expect a current account surplus of 
nearly $120 billion this year. That should help the yen to 
continue to trade in the JPY/USD 100-to-110 range for most of 
this year and we expect it to reach a level as high as JPY/USQ 
95 by this time next year. - 

Technical view: The Japanese yen rallied 8.9 per cent versus 
the U.S. dollar during the first quarter, making it the strongest 
currency of the six we most regularly discuss. Sentiment for 
the currency has been improving of late and now stands at near 
oversold. Medium term momentum remains constructive and 
we think that it has the potential to remain so into the end of 
this month. With the currency testing the February high aj 
102.50 7/U.S.5, the probabilities of a rally through the yetf,, 
high of last August at 101.13 seems more likely. ; 

The area around 106.40 is viewed as first support, but it 
should be noted that a decline through .109-110 would 
probably break a multi-year uptrend line. 
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Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to form 
four ordinary words. 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME' 

'Kami A rnold a nd Mka Aryirkm 


Next! 


UNESE 




IE 


□ 


PEECA 


“TEE 



THACAT 


TIT 




CAUVI 

N 


: e 





WHAT THE CROTCHETY 
V OC.TOR LACKER 


Now arrange the circled letters to 
torn the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


Print answer here: “ ITYTTTTTT1 ” 

A , A . A 


1 


Yesterday’s 


Jumbles: GORGE 
Answer. 


SNACK 


(Answers Monday) 
COWARD TRYING 


What the contestants called the cookinq 
contest — A 'RANGE' WAR 


ACROSS 
1 Wbrd of disdain 
5 — . stock and 
barrel 

9 Naodte holders 

14 Hoof section 

15 Nimbus 

16 Spiritual 
nourishment 

17 — row 
(vagrants' 
district) 

rS Make packages 

19 Leaves 

20 Principles 

22 Mexican food 
24 Burdensome 

26 Afternoon 
refreshments 

27 Liturgical 
vestment 

29 Trite phrase 
34 Backs realtor 

38 Silly talk 

39 " — want for 
Christmas...” 

40 Hindu 

Instrument 

42 Hazard 

43 Bar seat 
4S Remorseful 

ones 

47 John Hancock 
eg. 

49 Himalayan land 

50 Hack 
52 Erased 

56 Long<nsiance 
race 

61 Sierra — 

62MsOyt 

63 Unhappy one 

65 Assist hi s 
scheme 

66 More prudent 

67 jeers 
66 No pen 

69 Austere 

70 Scftusses 

71 Let «y 

DOWN 

1 Sauce for pasta 

2 Made of certain 
wood 

3 Like sheep 

4 Brotherhood 
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a 

fl 

fl 

fl 

■1 

a 

■ 

■ 

■ 

■ 

a 




□ 

HI 

_ 

■ 

■ 

d 


5 Court cases 

6 Town" 

7 Grouch 

fl Utterly finished 

9 Igjg 

10 Hired car 

11 Module 

12 Division word 

13 Impudent talk 
21 Male turkeys 
23 Diversion; abhr 

25 Short list 

26 Devoured 

30 Beside the point 

31 invent 

32 Party giver 

MUMS.™™*, 

35 High; prgf 

36 Walk with a 

wear 

4i Maturity 

44 Desk 

46 Cocfc-amwjua 
Story 

48 Chewing word 
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NUB UV 

JORUM ntlDNIL , 


wxaxLX K JLST n v mmi : 
XBDOKEKXAL DCVELOPRtRT i 
ip WBSD9C BUS 
JORUM BUR BMB 
■liauui can Mm 
MJM JtHtau IWUlWi. , 
J9HNM ULAntC BUS 


KIT UAL IMMaH WUBMI IS 1 
mw aw rod nmranrr 
itnumuiB aw iiBMi bur. 
mum* stu zasaum 
jgnmMUK msausg 
jpaaaw razees jwsctarci 
ho Ltrf. L MSI OCR nnauKl 
lja totem. Mtu autauecs 

al-uui anmukaca 

AasHiu tunue Km 
nu szrmct Bjcmem 


jornu noun a m qomux 


FBR BOKKIt i UJUiMJUtra f"™ 


|pnu} noiF. tznrxee a xuvmacx 
fSoiw ms nouiw / mju-i 
sms ktooui nsr a cniwncaai mu 


jWW WKWKW T Kins 

iflUlkl nUULBK RirpUKT 

fnmw wanes 
BOOcjBi uuanm 

Ihi* onmiui rn a mr-s a Mununui 


jorum ctiuurxc mns 
jURAMI MIRY 


jcmom men a cmdmws nnsm 
jjtr muc HUM 

MUR cazMicat Mmscazs zmmrnuz* 
trunns a nans 
fnri« mnun 
{Msm class ntoanxxza 
M ILMnSRUMBT 1 I WW DW 
nan annum: a BamnMu. nan 
flu aumvzmf uumau 


■Know snczL zawauur 


jowaa locsMoaL zsnasnuxs 
W i v nw' c inBi i cM. *■■».—» » w 
RUtDPZF mtosmxM 
jdrum amtuB a maaujuno 
Annul rucxsr c aam iworntr 
fcaxnw a m a tux namtcnaiM 

w exam is mn. a 

tamoMM »wr c o. ra mh. a mo pm. 

bmvsanr. man znosnuas 

;I1IB TOTKZ. 


103. U» 
i.oh.jm 
N.H3 

JJ.U4 
111.1*1 
177, an 

»jn 

n,,n 
Mi.m 
7 ( «n 
uf,m 
202.110 
ii ,w 
17J.DH 
2 M.no 
2.1*1 
aa.au 

II. in 
3, Ho 
3*rt 

IT ,* » 
14IJU 

u.n* 
a*. zoi 
1U.SH 
ujn 
lM.iaa 
],0N 
1.1*1 
1,IU 
14, HI 

IJ. 1M 

zft.an 

U1.M1 

7,sai 

m,m 

1L.1U 

71.277 

1.011 

1,011 

74,01 

110,999 

1X7.174 
10.T77 
21,1(1 
74.R0* 
12,111 
4.000 
27,701 
10,00 
70,710 
31,014 
1.0M.M1 
41,107 
41, UO 
1,111 

0. 311 
11,441 
(9,447 
<*,471 
74, Ml 

1,111 

140,211 

10,210 

1. ns 

13.333 

30* 

41.400 

74.713 

4,400 

173,010 


170. BOO 170.H0 
7.BS0 7.700 

11.000 14.100 

4.(10 4.010 


13.300 13. M0 

2.170 2.100 


20,200 20.200 
4.(00 0.100 


22.290 11.100 
7.090 7.090 


2.790 1.220 

20.100 19.470 
2.400 2.(00 

3.270 3.170 

0.290 0.190 

21,200 20.300 
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. Financial *o*d*n Times 

Markets _ ” -w, 

Cairo Amman Bank 

Cammaqr h i um Bacas Dm 
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Currency 

I MTH 

3 MTHS 

« MTHS 


US. Dote- 

3.5000 

3.31251 

4.1250 ; 

4.6875 

Surfing Pound 

4.9375 

5.0625 

5.1475 

5.5000 ' 

Deutsche Mule 

5-5625 

5.4375 

5.2750 

5.2500 

Swiss Franc 

4.0000 

3.9375 

3.1750 

3.7500 

French Franc 

6.0000 

5.9375 

I 5.4750 

5.4725 

Japanese Yru 

2.0000 

2.0000 

2.0625 

2.2500 
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LONDON EXCHANGE RATES 

DNDON (R) — Following are the buying and selling rates for 
:admg world currencies and gold against the dollar ax midsession 
a the London Foreign Exchange and bullion markets Friday. 


f.$. $1.00 


0810/20 

1.7124/34 

1.9236/46 

1.4454/64 

35.27/31' 

5.8680/30 

1631.6/3.1 

105.14/24 

7.8950/50 

7.4180/30 

6.7080/30 

$1.4750/60 

$385.05/385 J5 


Canadian dollar 
Deutschemarks 
Dutch guilders 
Swiss francs 
Belgian francs 
French francs 
Italian lire 
Japanese yen 
Swedish crowns 
Norwegian crowns 
Danish crowns 


Iranian cleric says 
S. Arabia a ‘stooge’ 
inside OPEC 


Dividend distributions, Aqaba 
uncertainty depress AFM 



NICOSIA. Cyprus (AP) — A 
leading Iranian cleric described 
Saudi Arabia Friday as a 
“stooge”, which is opposing a 
cut in its giant oil production to 
keep prices low for its US. 
masters. 

In a prayer sermon at 
Tehran University. Ayatollah 
Ahmad Jannati said the fall in 
oil prices had been engineered 
by Washington to hurt the Ira- 
nian economy. 

“The United States has en- 
gineered a'piot and we can see 
it in practice.** he told worshipp - 
ers. according to Tehran radio, 
which is monitored in Nicosia. 

“They want to slash our oil 
income because if our income 
is less we will have to face 
more problems. Just look ar 
this dastardly policy.” he said. 

Mr. Jannati noted that ar last 
month's meeting of the Orga- 
■ nlsarion of Petroleum Export- 
ing Countries (OPEC), in 
Geneva, only one member 
opposed trimming production 
to bolster prices. 

"Everyone agreed to this 
proposal, but one stooge 
opposed it. even though it 
meant hurting itself and other 
Arab countries.** Mr. Jannati 
said. 

“They want to inflict a blow 
on us at the cost of a blow on 
themselves and other produc- 
ers who are their allies." Mr. 
Jannati said. 


A proposal to trim OPECs 
production ceiling from the 
present 24.52 million barrels a 
day fell through last month 
when Saudi Arabia said it 
would not lower its output of 
eight million barrels a day. 

Iran, with a quota of 2.6 
million barrels. a day. is 
OPEC’s second-largest pro- 
ducer. 

State-run Tehran Times said 
last month that the Saudis had 
opposed the proposal to 
guarantee cheap oil for the 
United States. 

Mr. Jannati. a member of 
the Guardian Council which 
acts as an upper house of par- 
liament. said Iran would not 
buckle under pressure. 

“We will never surrender 
before the United States and 
Israel, or buckle under force, 
even if we are cut up into linie 
pieces.” Mr. Jannati said. He 
said the people of Iran were 
prepared ro withstand the eco- 
nomic hardship from lower oil 
revenues. 

Iran says it lost $3.5 billion 
in oil revenues in 12 months 
due to sagging prices. Prices 
are currently hovering Just 
above S13 a barrel, well below 
OPECs benchmark of $21 a 
barrel. 

The Iranians have been 
forced to reschedule the bulk 
of their foreign debts, esti- 
mated at up to S30 billion. 


By a Jordan Times Staff 
Reporter 

AMMAN — Trading in Am- 
man's stock market remained 
static daring last week after 
taking a plunge in the previous 
week in the wake of uncertain- 
ties following Jordan's linkage 
between Arab-Israeli peace 
talks and the siege of Aqaba, 
figures released by the market 
showed. 

Brokers said there was also a 
natural decline in prices and 
trading immediately after di- 
vidend distributions, which 
normally take place during the 
mouths of Much and April. 

The weekly report of the 
Amman Financial Market 
(AFM) said turnover for the 
week ending Thursday was JD 
9.9 million, reflecting an insig- 
nificant rise of one per cent 
over the previous week’s JD 
9.8 million. 

Commercial bank stock 
dominated the week's trading, 
accounting for JD 4.5 million, 
or 45.5 per cent of the turnov- 
er, followed by industrial stock 
with JD 3.8 million, or 38.4 per 
cent, the services sector with 
JD 1.5 million, or 15.1 per 
cent, and insurance stock with 
JD 100,000 or one per cent, the 
AFM report said. 

The general price index of 60 ' 
major companies dipped by 1.1 
points to 161.8 points during 
the week. 

The separate index of in- 


dustrial stock declined by 2-2 
points, reflecting a 1.4 per cent 
dip in prices, the service sector 
index lost 1.5 points, or one 
per cent, the insurance stock 
index dipped by 0.5 points, or 
0.3 per cent, and the commer- 
cial bank stock index posted a 
dimbdown of 0.3 points of 0.1 
per cent, according to the re- 
port. 

Stocks <if 82 companies were 
involved in the week's trading; 
18 of them gained during the 
week, 52 showed declines and 
12 remained stable. 

Brokers said tbe decline in 
prices were an immediate re- 
sult of dividend distribution by 
companies, “during this period 
of the year, stocks go down to 
an equivalent of the actual 
dividend amounts distri- 
buted,” said a broker. 

“Prices will pick up after a 
few weeks, depending on com- 
panies announcing expansion 
plans and marketing program- 
mes," added the broker, 
speaking on condition of 
anonymity in line with standing 
AFM regulations. 

Turnover during the past 
two weeks compare with tbe 
JD 18.2 million volume reg- 
istered during the week ending 
March 24, four days before 
Jordan said its return to the 
28-month-old American- 
brokered Arab-Israeli peace 
talks was contingent on a satis- 
factory solution to tbe damag- 
ing inspections of Aqaba- 


* 
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Floor brokers jot down competitive prices for shares and stocks at 
the AFM 1 
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bound ships by the U.S.-led 
naval forces monitoring the 
sanctions against Iraq. 

Dealers said investors were 
staying away from AFM trad- 
ing until the situation dears 
itself. 

“It is more psychological 
than actual fears that the peace 
process is going to . be inter- 
rupted," said a veterant brok- 
er. “By and large, people don't 


believe the situation would de- 
velop into a major deadlock 
between Jordan and the U.S.. 
but they would like to be cau- 
tious. 

“1 don't expect any signifi- 
cant improvement in the mar- 
ket until a compromise is 
announced to address the 
Jordanian demand (hat the dis- 
ruptive and costly inspections 
be eased," said the broker. 


THE PROFESSIONALS 
ALWAFS CHOOSE 
THE RELIABLE 






MCKWG.JUR FRBGH1 
FORmMCMMG. OOOR-to 
DOOR SERVICES AND 
DELIVERIES . CUSTOMS 
CLEARANCE . TICKETS 
AND. RESERVATIONS. 






KAWAR A SONS 

604^76 6Q46S6 ^ 
p.o.box rape 


FOR RENT 8- SALE 

Many villas and apart- 
ments furnished or unfur- 
nished. 

For more details call: 

Abdoun Real Estate 
Td. 810605/610609/610520 * 
Fax: 810520 



a 

fiftfan... 

to the in p face to Be 

the ... 



%ozem Inn 


1ft 03372/63053! Jfcc63Q372 Jfal Amman , 2nd Onfe 


Ml 

RESTAURANT 


Real Chinese Cuisine 
anti Great Far Eastern 
Atmosphere . 
Open for Lunch & 
Dinner 6 days 
» • . • a week 


..K-tMIMZE 

.. . SKiRts PUB 

Sports & programmes 
Live Via Satellite 
7 days a week 
4p.m. till 12 p.m. 
and the kamikazis 
are always 1 J.L>. Each 

▲ . a. . A. a. 


2nd. Circle ■ Jaba I .Amman 
opp. Frcnchloar 
Tel.653482 js u 


Security, Hospitality 
& Gastronomy 


.Swetflyeh. 

816690 


rj» trig? 


Flat .O.Tel 
‘ Serviced Suites In 
Grand Hotel Style I ' 



INTERNATIONAL DOOR TO DOOR REMpVALS 
GERMAN DRIVERS - AIR - RIDDEN REMOVAL TRUCKS 
YOUR REGULAR LINK TO AND FROM EUROPE 
SPECIALISTS FOR DIPLOMATIC REMOVALS 
IN THE NEAR EAST 

FOR DETAILED INFORMATION PLEASE CONTACT 

EASTERN SERVICES 

OFFICIAL DAN2AS AGENT IN JORDAN 
TEL : 621 77S TLX : 23023 FAX : 656 270 
PEACE BUILDING - JABAL LWEIBDEH 
AMMAN - JORDAN 


f' THE 
ML ATMOSPHERE 
ra CREATORS 




IliUlOTEI/ 

il^£«|l|ls 


Amman - TeL 668193 
P.O.Box 9403 - Fax 602434 
Telex 23888 DAROTL JO 

Ideal Residence For 
Expatrjatesand 
Businaaiman 


r CHEN’S 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street. Yarmouk 
Engineers' Housing 
Esiate. near Kilo 
Supermarket 

Mongolian Barfoeque for 
Lunch Friday only 
Tel: 818214 

Come and taste our 
specialities 

Open daily 12:00 - 3:30 
p.m. 

s. 6:30 - Midnight . 



12 am -V. Late 


i .nr 

IVT: R-CCKIJ S ESTil 


The first & beat 
Chinese Restaurant 
In Jordan 

1st Circle Jabal Amman, near 
Ahhyyah Girts School 

Talc m rnmny fc nwH>M« 

Open daily 12:00-3:30 
p.m. 

7:00 — Midnight 

Tel. S3S968 



SELECT HOTEL 


® Superior Hotel Services for 
Businessmen & Families & its 

NeGrEsCo BaR 

® Good Drinks & 

Excellent Snacks 
©Open Noons 
& Evenings 


Jabal A 1 Webdeh/Tel. 637101/637102 



s 

gallery; ~ 
interNRti 




£ OI»KN DAILY 

IK ' v NOON TO MIDNIGHT. 

Kaf 

S6p.it-. 

I 

SOI K LMM ITHAINA 
AMMAN TEL. K159S7 


LUNCHES 

. AFTER NOON TEA 

UNKS AT THE SA' 
DINNERS 



Cleaning Services 
Every Day 


fast, tffituM, and 
professional Cleaners 



La vie Seautu 
center 

for Facial cleansing. Massage , 
Sugaring, Waxing JVozf Care 

, Make-Up And Bridal 
Make-Up. 

We me ike best French Cometue 


femand aubry 


Reservation & Information 

UmUthainah- Tel.: 661217 




FOR RENT IBi 


in Amman. 

For farther detials please call 

SANABLE REAL ESTATE 

TEL : 864230 FAX 864231 


The Best In 
Indian CusisE. 


Bukhara 


On n For I.i snr A Dis'.r i: 
For reservation! coll 641361 


STUDIO HAIG 

Professional Quality in 
1 Hour Service' 

Develop your colour film at 
our shop and get:- 

* JUMBO photo 
sba 30% hargmr 

* Free enlarge- 
ment 20 x 30 cm 

Shmeisani - Opp. Grindiays 
Bank. Phone: 604042 
Swcfieh td: 823891 


FOR YOUR » 
Advertisement |g 




TALK OF THE TOWN 
DISCOTHEQUE 

Open nightly 
From 9d0 Pii to 3dM AJL 
Tuesday closed 

Td: 685211 Fax: 617779 
Middle East Hold - Shmeisani 


SZECHWAN BARBERS 
CHINESE RESTAURANT 
lypical Chinas* Foods 
Skfllad Chinese Chefs 


EESEmazsi 


Take away is available 

Srw Al-Arab Street 
Om Utnameh Commerce! Centre 

TeL: 861174 

Cocc lasted MwtyiLaed 



Devour ant Tapas 

ey fjyr it? tin 

lcbel Amnun, 3rd circle 
Tel. nl 50 ol 



ST 699-420 





Parole 

.V-wifim - Jo/dar. Sap^rmarkci HI HG 
-ni! .W Tel: H24677 


AL-FUHIE5 TOURS 

'OD. 

3 , i ..-ll i *> i 1 1 

ArtreTickeb, Hotel Reservation's 

Groups Discount prices 


Lebanon. Syria. Turkey vEygpt , 
Iraq , Cyprus . BanokoK . Bataya 


MAIN OFFICE AL- FUHES 
Tel: 720687- Fax; 720887 
BRANCH; AL- ASDAIU 
TeL: 6l955U2i3- Fax; 619553 


Soft fif Alcoholic Drinks. 

® Take-Away Service 


SOUTH ELECTRONICS CO. 


I DAEWOO! 


We have all types ol 
Electrical home appliances 
T.V..W.M. Ret., Audios, V.C.. 
T.V. with video. Fax. Pianos 

& DUTY FREE 

Wholesale and retail 
transactions 

Sec. Tel.: 696190/1/2 
Fax: (9626) 696193 


Amman - Jordan 
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Serbs, Muslims continue shooting 
as new truce declared in Bosnia 


SARAJEVO (R) — Muslim 
and Serb foes kept shooting 
Friday during a 24-hour truce 
called' to help them agree a 
permanent ceasefire over ail of 
Bosnia, but a U.N. officer said 
the jlevel of gunfire had dimi- 
nished considerably. 

"There has not been a real 
ceasefire. They have kept on 
shewing and firing but at a 
mujih lower level.” Major Rob 
Antjink said, quoting U.N. 
observers including those re- 
porting from the besieged 
Muslim enclave of Gorazde. 

Bosnian President Alija 
Izelbegovic. meeting U.S. spe- 
cial* envoy Charles Redman 
FriJJay. was quoted by 
go\£rnment-controlled radio 
as dedaring a 24-hour truce 
from 7 p.m. (1700 GMT) 
Thursday "to create conditions 
for military and political talks 
with the Bosnian Serb army.” 

Bosnian Serb Commander 
General Ratko Mladic told 
U.N. commander in Bosnia 
Lieutenant-General Sir 
Michael Rose he would also 
order his troops to hold fire 
shortly after rhe Muslim proc- 
laimed their truce. 

Chances of a ceasefire had 
looked in doubt when the Mus- 
lims refused to join talks be- 
tween army commanders on a 


permanent truce throughout 
Bosnia unless the Serbs stop- 
ped attacking Gorazde and 
pulled back their troops from 
the area. 

Serb forces have seized ab- 
out five per cent of the 
Gorazde enclave in a 10-day 
assault, less than previously 
thought, U.N. military spokes- 
man Maj. Annink told repor- 
ters in Sarajevo Friday. 

Maj. Annink told reporters 
that the Serbs had pushed to 
within five or six kilometres of 
the town but stopped shelling it 
Thursday morning. “The firing 
is assessed now as stationary 
and harassing.” he said. 

The new assessment was 
based on an initial despatch 
from eight armed U.N. liaison 
officers who arrived Thursday 
to help four U.N. observers, 
too few in number to gather 
much first-hand evidence in 
areas reported affected by 
fighting. 

“The Serbs have gained less 
territory than previously 
thought. They did not reach 
the Drina. did not take any key 
(high) points around the 
town.” Maj. Annink said. 

But he said there were no 
signs of a Serb withdrawal to 
previous front lines demanded 
by the Bosnian government as 


a condition for. a Bosnia-wide 
ceasefire sought by toe£erbs. 

The Serbs have been assault- 
ing Gorazde for 10 days, killing 
67 people and wounding 325, 
according to U.N. figures, and 
making a permanent ceasefire 
difficult for the government 
side to swallow. 

Bosnia's U.N. envoy 
charged Thursday that injroma- 
tion from U.N. militaiy obser- 
vers about Gorazde had been 
withheld from the Security 
Council and called for an in- 
quiry. 

A senior U.N. military 
source said that apart from 
worries over Gorazde, the 
Muslim's main concern about 
agreeing to a ceasefire was that 
any final agreement might 
freeze current confrontation 
lines and turn them into final 
ethnic borders within Bosnia. 

"The Bosnian government is 
concerned that freezing the 
lines will prejudice the even- 
tual political decision at peace 
negotiations on where the bor- 
ders will run.” the source said. 

"But that cannot be our con- 
cern,” he added. "A ceasefire 
is a political risk but to not 
enter into one condemns your 
people to a perpetuation of 
war. The people have had 
enough of iL You have to 


make that political gamble." 

Serb forces overran 70 per 
cent of Bosnia after rebelling 
against a Muslim-Croat major- 
ity vote to secede from Yugos- 
lavia. They expelled huge 
numbers of non-Serbs in the 
process, creating deep-seated 
territorial grievances. 

There bad been speculation 
that Muslim leaders were 
avoiding the talks partly to 
express resentment — which 
has surfaced in government 
radio reports this week — ax 
UNPROFOR's alleged under- 
reporting of the Gorazde fight- 
ing. 

But Gen. Rose said he 
trusted the reports sent by his 
liaison officers, believed to be 
members of crack special 
forces and handpicked by Gen. 
Rose himself. 

“The reports they gave last 
night are the first reports I 
regard as accurate,” Gen. 
Rose told reporters while wait- 
ing for Mr. Redman at the 
Sarajevo Airport Friday. 

Secretary of State Warren 
Christopher said Thursday the 
United States was seeking 
quick deployment of U.N. 
peacekeepers to Gorazde be- 
cause they could provide a 
rationale for NATO airstrikes 
against the Serbs. 


China 

detains 

another 

veteran 

dissident 

BELTING (R) — Police have 
detained another of China's 
veteran democracy campaig- 
ners, Xu Wenlt. who was 
paroled last May after 12 years 
in prison, his wife said Friday. 

Mr. Xu. who is about 50, 
was detained at his Beijing 
home early Thursday and in- 
terrogated overnight, then 
allowed some five minutes* 
freedom Friday morning be- 
fore being detained again, she 
said. 

She said police had held Mr. 
Xu on a 24-hour investigation 
warrant then re-arrested him 
on another. 

Mr. Xu's detention conies 
less than a week after police 
seized Wei Jingsheng, known 
as die father of China's Demo- 
cracy Movement, and said they 
were investigating “new 
crimes” he allegedly commit- 
ted while on parole following 
his September release from 
prison. 

The new detentions mark an 
increasingly tough line by Beij- 
ing against its small dissident 
community as debate rages 
with the United States over the 
link between human rights and 
China's preferential U.S. trade 
privileges. 

The scene was tense outside 
Mr. Xu’s home in southwest 
Beijing Friday. 

One of the many uniformed 
and plainclothes police officers 
in pnd outside the walled com- 
pound forcibly stopped Mr. 
Xu's wife. Kang Tong, from 
speaking to Western journal- 
ists by dragging her away with 
his hand clasped over her 
mouth. 

It was not known where Mr. 
Xu was being held nor why 
police wanted to interrogate 
him. 

Unlike Mr. Wei, Mr. Xu was 
not known to have engaged in 
any political activities since his 
release. 

A Beijing public security 
official reached by telephone 
said he had no knowledge of 
Mr. Xu's detention nor of any 
charges against him. 

Five Western journalists 
who had gathered at Mr. Xu's 
home to investigate reports of 
his arrest were questioned and 
briefly prevented from leaving. 

Police accused the reporters 
of- "not respecting Chinese 
law” and said they did not have 
permission to enter the walled 
compound that contains Mr. 
Xu's apartment. 

Mr. Wei and Mr. Xu both 
served long prison terms for 
agitating for political liberalisa- 
tion during the ill-fated 
•‘democracy wall" demonstra- 
tions of 1979. 

Mr. Xu. who served 12 years 
of a 15-year sentence, was 
freed last’ May. 

Meanwhile, the Hong Kong 
Journalists' Association ac- 
cused China Friday of breaking 
its own criminal laws over the 
jailing of local reporter Xi 
Yang" for stealing state secrets. 

Association Chairwoman 
Daisy Li said the 12-ycar sent- 
ence for Xi Yang, a China- 
born reporter for the Hong 
Kong daily Ming Pao. had also 
exceeded maximum terms for 
rhe categories of secrecy laws 
which Mr. Xi could have 
breached. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


German envoy charged as Communist spy 

KARLSRUHE. Germany (R) — A German ambassador has 
been charged with spying for Communist East Germany 
during the cold war, the federal public prosecutor said Friday. 
The Ka r Is r hue -based prosecutor's office identified the diplo- 
mat only as Rainer M. aged 40. It said in a statement that be 
was suspected of being a secret agent for East Berlin's Ministry 
for State Security — the Stasi — between 1976 and February 
1990. When the envoy was arrested in January, the prosecu- 
tor’s office identified him as “German ambassador in a black 
African state.” The German media has said the suspect is 
Rainer Mueller, ambassador to Gabon. It is believed to be the 
first time a serving German ambassador has been charged with 
spying for East Germany, which meiged with West Germany 
at unification in 1990. “When the suspect entered the higher 
echelons of the Foreign Ministry at the beginning of the 1980s. 
the (East German Security Service) redoubled efforts to use its 
contact for collecting information,” the prosecutor's statement 
said. 

Clinton says Washington works 

MINNEAPOLIS, Minnesota (R) — President Bill Clinton is 
trying to prove to Americans outside the confines of Washing- 
ton that work is getting done in the capital despite the 
distraction of the Whitewater aftaif. Taking the pulse of the 
country on a sales campaign this week to promote his health 
care reform effort, Mr. Clinton enjoyed friendly crowds and 
live local television coverage absent the often biting edge of 
the national news media. The president has set forth an image 
of a leader focusing on the problems troubling the country, 
listening with open ears to concerns and criticism from citizens 
and taking on an outsider's posture to condemn “all the hot air 
and rhetoric that seems to grip Washington." “One of the 
things that bothers me is that sometimes I think that out here 
in the country, folks are worried that nothing’s getting done in 
Washington because of what they read about in the papers.” 
Mr. Clinton told a crowd on arrival in Kansas City Thursday. 
What they need to know, he said, is that the economy is better 
and more- jobs are being created. Congress is working at “a 
record pace" on the budget, the crime bill should not take 
much longer, and that he is making the big push on health care 
reform that voters wanted him to make when they elected him 
in 1992. 

Major plumbs new depths in poll 

LONDON (R) — British Prime Minister John Major, battling 
to reassert his flagging leadership in the run-up to crucial 
elections, plunged to new depths of unpopularity in an opinion 
poll published Friday. The Gallup PoO in the Daily Telegraph 
showed that no prime minister and no government had fallen 
so far and so fast in people's estimation since the organisation 
first started polling in Britain in the late 1930s. Only 21 peT 
cent of those polled were satisfied with Mr. Major's perform- 
ance and just 12 per cent approved of the record of the ruling 
Conservatives, who face being routed in local council elections 
next month and European elections in June. The opposition 
Labour Party won the support of 51.5 per cent of thoscpolled 
and the Conservatives trailed badly with 26.5 per cent. Three 
Conservative members of parliament have called on Mr. 
Major to resign following a humiliating climbdown over 
European Union voting rights. Mr. Major's disaster-prone 
government has been bartered by party mutinies and policy 
U-tums since he confounded pollsters and won the general 
election two years ago. 

Clinton accepts resignation of Blackmun 

WASHINGTON (USIA) — President Bill Clinton has 
accepted the resignation of Justice Harry Blackmun, dedaring 
that the Supreme Court’s senior member in stepping down 
from the bench “will step up into our history." Judge 
Blackmun. named as a conservative to the nation's highest 
court' by President Richard Nixon in 1970. has become the 
court's leading liberal voice. His resignation at age 85 provides 
Mr. Clinton with the opportunity to make his second 
nomination to the nine-member body. Judge Blackmun will 
step down at the end of the court's current term in June. Mr. 
Clinton declined requests to talk about the identity of a 
successor to Judge Blackmun. 

Kissinger: U.S. must pursue own interests 

WASHINGTON (AP) — The United States will continue to 
reel from one international crisis to another until it starts 
basing foreign policy more on self-interest and less on 
idealism, former Secretary of State Henry Kissinger said 
Thursday night. Altruism moved America to send troops into 
Somalia to feed starving people, but the move was of little use 
in resolving that country's centuries-old tribal conflicts — the 
cause of the food shortages, he said. After suffering 18 
tosualties, the U.S- government pulled out of Somalia, leaving 
it to return to its previous condition. Dr. Kissinger said. “We 
became involved in Somalia because some television network 
decided that it would take one case of 10 to 15 cases 
throughout the world of genuine starvation and add pictures,” 
he told a National Press Club audience. “The American 
people, to their enormous credit, derided it was an unbearable 
situation and insisted that something be done. But when we 
started sending troops into Somalia is when we got into 
difficulty." Dr. Kissinger, who spoke on his newest book. 
Diplomacy, said changing political realities require that the 
United States develop a clearer sense of its national interests. 


Yeltsin 
heads for 
Spain on 
first 1994 
trip West 

MOSCOW (R) — President 
Boris Yeltsin has a chance to 
answer lingering questions ab- 
out his good health and compe- 
tence next week on his first 
visit to the West since crushing 
an armed uprising last Octo- 
ber. 

Mr. Yeltsin flies to Spain for 
a three-day visit with no burn- 
ing political issues to settle but 
plenty of Western doubts to 
stifle over his ability to keep 
Russia on a democratic, refor- 
mist course. 

Since sending l tanks to dis- 
solve the Soviet-dh^parlianient- 
six months ago and forcing 
through a new constitution and 
elections. Mr. Yeltsin has not 
left the former Soviet Union. 

Meanwhile .the continuing 
hostility of his hardline foes, 
.freed from jail, the arms- 
length attitude of the new par- 
liament. and a resurgence of 
coup rumours have kept inter- 
national markets and Western 
governments on edge. 

Doubts over Mr. Yeltsin's 
health — he is 63 and has a 
history of heart problems — 
have continually sapped confi- 
dence at home and abroad that 
Mr. Yeltsin's grip on the helm 
remains firm. 

There was more confusion in 
the Kremlin this week over a 
presidential order setting up 
Russian military bases in 
neighbouring countries. Mr. 
Yeltsin's Foreign Minister 
Andrei Kozyrev said he and 
tbc defence minister had never 
seen the controversial docu- 
ment. and Moscow had to 
apologise to Latvia, included 
on tiie list by mistake. 



A convoy of South African tanks with 700 soldiers snakes to Kwazulu in a powerful display of 1 
on the eve of a key summit 'between pro- and anti-election leaders (AFP photo) 

Mandela charms business leaders 


MID RAND, South Africa (R) 
— Black-tied, hard-eyed and 
deep-pocketed, a creamy layer 
of South African big business 
came to meet Nelson Mandela. 
Many left their hearts behind 
with their chequebooks. 

Preaching reconciliation 
while throwing election darts 
at President F.W. De Klerk, 
the leader of the African 
National Congress (ANC) 
woed his audience in a glitter- 
ing ballroom Thursday night, 
bringing 800 men and women 
to their feet in an ovation. 

The triumph at a campaign 
fundraiser indicated surprising 
depths of potential ANC sup- 
port among South Africa's 
super-wealthy and privileged, 
for decades the class enemies 
of the struggling masses who 
have made Mr. Mandela then- 
patron saint. 

“He’s amazing. Twenty- 
seven years in- jail and no 
bitterness," said 53-year-old 
prionting company boss De- 
rmis Cochins, an Afrikaner like 
those in the white governments 
that created apartheid and 
persecuted the black majority. 

“His sincerity is what 
touched me. He is one of the 
great statespersons of all time, 
m the category of Margaret 
Thatcher and Ronald 
Reagan.” 

Mr. Mandela, 75, . would 
doubtless be taken aback to 
find himself in “Hie same class 
as the two great conservatives. 


given that governments for de- 
cades had labelled him a Com- 
munist terrorist, too dangerous 
to the establishment to be 
allowed to roam free. 

But he dearly enjoyed him- 
self at the 500-rand ($140)-a- 
plate dinner which contributed 
at least 400,000 rand 
($114,000) to the ANCs cam- 
paign was chest in its battle 
against Mr. De Klerk's Nation- 
al Party for the first all-race 
election in three weeks’ time. 

He was ushered into the 
ballroom, festooned with ANC 
colours below the chandaliers, 
by a choir of children singing a 
peace song which began 
“Twinkle, twinkle, little 
star...” 

Alternately charming, witty, 
sober and sarcastic, he laid out 
the ANCs vision of a non- 
racial future in which blacks 
would be advanced and whites 
encouraged to stay to play a 
full part in the development of 
a democratic nation. 

The dinner-jacketed men 
and gowned women, whites 
and blacks from a who’s who of 
big business, laughed un- 
roariously as Mr. Mandela laid 
into Mr. De Klerk — “the 
most professional squealer in 
the country" — and his one- 
time all-powerful National Par- 
ty — “a mouse against the 
• ANCs elephant” . 

They chuckled at his tales 
■' from ttife , 'catnpaign trail; fell 
silent as he recounted the evils 


of past white oppression, be- 
came sombre as he appealed 
for their prayers on the eve of a 
crudal summit with Mr. De 
Klerk and rejectionist Zulu 
leaders. 

Finally, beside their silver 
salvers and coinages of rose- 
buck in ANC yellow, they gave 
him a standing ovation the 
likes of which no South Afri- 
can black resistance leader had 
ever experienced from ther 
rich and beautiful of his own 
land. 

Enos Mabnza, a black ex- 
ecutive with a brewery, said 
Mr. Mandela had touched all 
the right buttons, reassuring 
his audience he wanted a stable 
climate for international in- 
vestment, and that South Afri- 
ca had to retain white skills to 
succeed, 

“I think the. ANC has made 
more inroads to the business 
community than meet the eye. 
Quite a lot of businessmen 
contribute but don’t say so,” 
he said. 

Sports promoter Thinus 
Strydom concurred. 

“I'm a white South African 
and I'm very impressed,” be 
• said. “He will get my support 
100 per cent.” 

Meanwhile one man was 
shot and killed in a shootout 
during a dawn raid by south 
African soldiers . searching for 
firearms at workers' hostels 
near Johannesburg on Friday, 
a military spokesman said. 


U.S. plane lands safely after crew attacked 


MEMPHIS, Term. (AP) — A 
man aimed with a hammer and 
spear gun attacked the flight 
crew of a federal express cargo 
plane before the crew wrestled 
him to the floor and the cap- 
tain safely landed the plane. 

Three people aboard the 
DC-10 woe critically hurt and 
a fourth suffered less serious 
injuries, said Ride Roberts of 
the Regional Medical Centre 
at Memphis. The suspected 
attacker was among the most 
seriously hurt, said FBI agent 
Dick Marquise. 

Airport authority President 
Larry Cox said tire crew mem- 
bers suffered head and body 
injuries. 

“They were very bloody,” 
Mr. Cox said. “It looked tike 
they bad been in an eapforim 
or a fihn yon would see of 
Vietnam. ...It must have been 
hand -to-hand combat." 

He said only the pilot was 


still able to fly after the attack 
and he brought the plane in. 

"The captain obviously had 
great sltill,” Mr. Cox said. 

Forty-two people were killed 
aboard a Pacific Southwest 
Airlines jetliner in 1987 when a 
former employee who brought 
a gun aboard forced his way 
into the cockpit and shot the 
flight crew to death. The plane 
crashed in Cayucos, Cal jf, 

Federal Express identified 
its plane’s crew as CapL David 
G. Sanders, 49; first officer 
James M. Tucker, 42; and 
second officer Andre H. Peter- 
son, 39. 

The passenger was Auburn 
Calloway, 42, A DC-10 second 
officer with Federal express 
who was riding behind the 
crew in the plan's jump seat. 
Federal Express said. No one 
eke was on the plane, the 
company said. 

The FBI said it did not know 


what prom p ted the attack, but 
the Commercial Appeal of 
Memphis quoted sources at 
Federal Express as saying Mr. 
Calloway meed a disciplinary 
bearing Friday for allegedly 
falsifying his credentials when 
he was hired. 

Mr. Calloway would prob- 
ably have been fired, said the, 
sources, who poke on condi- 
tion of anonymity. 

An emergency radio call 
from the crew indicated the 
passenger was trying to take 
control of the plane, Federal 
Express said. 

Although Calloway wasn’t 
part of the plane’s crew, Feder- 
al Express often allows its em- 
ployees to ride free aboard its 
planes if room is available. 

The man would be held on 
federal charges of attacking an 
aircraft crew, said Robert 
Wright, special agent in charge 
of the FBI office in Memphis, 


Russia’s ‘romantic embrace’ with West over 


MOSCOW (Agencies) — 
President Boris Yeltsin's 
spokesman said Friday Rus- 
sia's "romantic embrace” with 
the west was over. 

“I would not say we are 
talking' about a cooling of rela- 
tions, Vyacheslav Kostikov 
told a Kremlin briefing. 

“I think what has happened 
is that Russia. Europe and 
America have passed the stage 
of romanticism in post- 
totalitarian diplomacy when 
both sides embraced each 
other so tightly that national 
security interests were left 
aside.” 

Russia has recently express- 
ed differences with the West 
over former Yugoslavia, a spy 
scandal has rocked relations 
with the United States and 
Moscow officials differ over 
NATO's partnership for peace 
plan. 

The Kremlin has also 
adopted a tougher and more 
nationalist tone with former 
Soviet republics. 

“Russia increasingly sees it- 
self as a great power which has 
its own strategic, military and 
political interests, different 
from those of the United States- 
and Europe... It has started 
saying this loudly.” Mr. Kosti- 
kov said. 

“I think it is good, it is right 
because it will save us from 
disappointments or even mis- 
takes in the future.” 


He proposed Friday a link 
between Russian entry into 
NATO’s partnership for peace 
plan and acceptance of Mos- 
cow as a foil member of the G7 
economic grouping. 

The proposal seemed likely, 
again, to raise uncertainty over 
Russia's commitment to part- 
nership for peace. Deputy 
Foreign Minister Vitaly Chur- 
kin said this week Russia might 
sign up for the scheme on April 
21, but Spokesman Vyacheslav 
Kostikov said rwo weeks ago 
Russia may take six or seven 
months to decide on participa- 
tion. 

Mr. Kostikov told a Kremlin 
briefing Friday he believed 
military cooperation foreseen 
by the partnership plan, 
already signed by three CIS 
(Commonwealth of Indepen- 
dent States) governments and 
most of East Europe, would be 
difficult without economic 
coordination. 

“How can we talk about 
such (military) cooperation, 
abstracting ourselves from eco- 
nomic cooperation?” Mr. Kos- 
tikov asked. 

“You know that Russia 
wants to join G7. Why 
shouldn't these two problems 
be linked? If we are invited to 
cooperate in political and milit- 
ary spheres, why shouldn't this 
be expanded to economic 
cooperation?” 


Several leaders have said 
they would back Russia's inclu- 
sion in G7’s political delibera- 
tions. but have dismissed any 
idea of Russia yet being in- 
corporated as a full member of 
the forum that groups the 
world’s main industrial powers 
— Japan, the United States. 
France. Canada. Britain. Ger- 
many and Italy. 

Partnership for peace pro- 
vides for limited military coop- 
eration between NATO and 
former Warsaw Pact adversar- 
ies. It was originally proposed 
by the United States as an 
alternative to acceptance of 
East European countries as 
NATO members. 

Russia had made it clear that 
it would fee! threatened by the 
expansion of the 16-nation 
alliance to its very frontiers. 

But Moscow has also proved 
less than folly committed to the 
idea of partnership for peace. 

Since Mr. Kostikov's com- 
ments two weeks ago, Russian 
officials have presented the 
forthcoming signing very much 
as a provisional step. leaving a 
final decision on participation 
to a later date. 

Mr. Kostikov suggested at 
Friday's briefing that the 
framework agreement might 
be signed not by Foreign 
Minister Andrei Kozyiev but 
by an official below ministerial 
rank. 

The Russian government. 


under pressure from national- 
ist and Communist critics of 
the partnership scheme in par- 
liament. seems to be steering 
towards a somewhat tentative 
membership that may be 
viewed with some concern 
both in the West and Eastern 
Europe. 

Few Russians oppose the 

country's participation in the 

partnership for peace program-, 
me established by NATO, 
according to results of a survey 
published Thursday. 

The survey, conducted in 
late March, found that 49 per 
cent of Russians participating 
wanted their country to join 
the NATO programme, with 
15 per cent opposed, the Inter- 
mix News Agency reported. 
Tne remaining 36 per cent of 
the 1,600 respondents polled 
nationwide were undecided. 

. No margin of error was 
given for the poll, which was 
conducted by the All-Russia 

Opinioif° r lhC Stndy ° f Public 
. The majority of those back- 
P art * c *pation 

hS *“"* parties in 

last December s parliamentary 
elections. Pollsters said. ^ 

. Opponents . included pen- 
sioners Md people over age 55 i 
most of them living in smali-t' 
towns. Most of then? votedfor * 
hardhner groups in December, 
the poll-takers said. 


Bob Hope 

honoured g 

at fund raiser 
for U.K. museum 

BEVERLY HILLS. CaKf, (R) 

— Comedian Bob Hope was 
honoured Thursday at a black- 
tie fund raiser attended by 
Britain’s Prince Andrew. Hope 
was the honoured guest at the 
J 500 -a-plate dinner, which was 
held to raise money for the 
American Air Museum in Bri- 
tain, wlndi will be built at the 
air base in Duxford, England. 

“I know of no man who has 
done more for Ins country’s 
military services than Bob 
Hope,” said actor Charlton 
Heston, a pilot during World 
War IL “Thank you, Moses,” 
quipped Hope, referring to 
Heston’s role in the JBibhcai 
film The Ten Commandments. 

The American Air Museum 
will house World War II air- 
craft and serve as a memorial 
to the 30,000 U.S. airmen kil- 
led while flying missions 
against Nazi Germany during 
tiie war. “It is vital that the Y 
past is never forgotten,” said 
Prince Andrew, Queen Eli- 
zabeth's second son, who flew 
helicopters during Britain’s 
war with Argentina over the 
Falkland Islands. “We and 
other generations should mark 
well the sacrifices of those 
who’ve gone before ns.” 

Owner of Mrs 

Doubtfire 

house 

sues filmmakers 

SAN FRANCISCO (R) — 

The owner of a house used as a 
set in die hit movie Mrs. 
Doubtfire is suing the filmmak- 
ers, alleging they cut down 
trees and failed to repair dam- 
age to the property, legal docu- 
ments snowed Thursday. 

Lawyer Richard Johen rented 
his elegant San Francisco 
house for several weeks last 
year to the producers of Mrs. 
Doubtfire, which stars come- 
dian Robin Williams as a 
housekeeper in drag, in return 
fora basic fee of $27,000. The 
movie has so far grossed more 
than $200 million at the box 
office, becoming last year’s fi 
biggest box office hit, and 
turned Mr. Julien’s Victorian 
house, in the upmarket Pacific 
Heights neighbourhood, into a 
tourist attraction. In a suit filed 
in San Francisco' Superior 
Court tins week, Mr. Jutieh ' 
accused the Twentieth Century 
Fox Film Corp and the produc- 
ers, inducting WflKains’s wife 
Marsha, of breach of con- 
tract, trespass and negligent 
infliction of emotional distress. 

A spokesman for Twentieth 
Century Fox in Los Angeles 
dedined comment on the law- 
suit. The suit alleges that the 
film makers breached their con- 
tract with Mr. Jttiien by nsing 
tiie garage as a storage ate for 
construction purposes, allow- 
ing animals and people to use 
parts of the property they were 
forbidden to use, cutting trees 
they were not authorised to, 
and failing to repair aJU damage 
caused during tiie shooting of 
fixe film. The suit saidMr. 
Julien had forbidden the film- 
makers to use bedrooms in the 
house, one of the bedrooms 
had belonged to his late 
mother “and be wanted to J 
preserve that room inviolate," 
the suit says. But during fiim- 
ing, Mr. Julien found children 
running wild throughout the 
second floor of the boose, the 
suit says. Johen seeks unspeci- 
fied compensatory damages, 
punitive damages and attor- 
neys’ fees. 

Godzilla battles 
Big Rex In court 

LOS ANGELES (R) — God- 
zilla is taking on Big Rex in a 
new battle of the monsters. 

But this contest between the 
gargantuans is taking place in 
court, not the big screen. The 
creators of Godzilla have sued 
the makers of Big Rex, claim- 
ing in a Los Angeles Superior 
Court lawsuit that the world is 
not big enough for both them. 

The Tokyo-based Toho Co 
Ltd, creators of Godzilla, 
claim that Big Rex, a toy, b 
too much like their own toy 
Gpdzflla, fromjts green scales 
and swooping tail to its large 
granting month. Big Rex is a 
product of International Toy 
Sales and Distribution Co 
based in Detroit, and New 
Bright Industries Inc. a Hong 
Kong Corporation. According 
to tiie complaint Toho created 
Godzilla in a 1954 movie and 
toade 19 sequels. The company 
also owns tiie license to mer- 
™*dise the mythical monster. 6 
from toys and clothing to 

The lawsuit 
said Toho had been damaged 
to the tune of at least 

^ asked that 
furtoerproduction of Big r ^ 
^^rred and for unspedfied 
The makersofEiP 
Jteacould not be immediate!*/ 
cached for comment. J 
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NEWS IN BRIEF 


Colombia lose unbeaten run 

VHJLAVICENCIO , Colombia (R) — Colombia lost for the 
first time in 28 games when they were beaten 1-0 at home by 
mnow World Cup finalists Bolivia in a low-key friendly. Mari o 
Pmedo scored the Only goal in the SStb minute of Thursday’s 
game with a powerful right-foot shot after defender Lois 
Herrera had lost the ball near his own penalty area. Colombia 
rarely looked like troubling Bolivia's well-organised defence. 
Both teams were without their top players for the p»ne 
because of dub commitments. 

Buchwald, Bein to move to Japan 

LONDON (R) • — Experienced German internationals Guido 
Buchwald and Uwe Bein have agreed to move to Japan to play 
in the J-League. VFB Stuttgart defensive midfielder Buch- 
wald, an important part of Germany’s 1994 World Cup hopes, 
and Elntrachi Frankfurt midfielder Bein, a member of the 
1990 World Cup squad, are both joining Urawa Reds. Both 
players are 33. Buchwald will join Urawa after the Work! cup 
in July while Bein is set to move after the Bandies tiga season 
finishes in May. 

Court clears way for Torino salvage 
plan 

TURIN, Italy (AP) — A Turin court Thursday rejected a 
Ibankruptcy petition for Torino Caido, clearing the way for a 
salvage plan of the once-prestigioas Italian first-division soccer 
dub by industrialist Gianmarco Calleri. The dissolution of die 
Turin club had been demanded by two Turin prosecutors, in 
connection with the bankruptcy of former Torino President 
Gianraauro Borsano. While rejecting the bankruptcy petition, 
the Turin court ruled the release of 176,000 shares or about 80 
per cent of the club capital which were under judicial 
attachment and which are to be taken over by Calleri. Calleri, 
a former president of Lazio, recently launched a mufti -million - 
dollar plan to save the Turin dub. He is expected to be 
appointed president of Torino as soon as the takeover is 
completed. Torino has won seven Italian league titles in its 
90-year history, however none since 1976. 

Grobbelaar’s Liverpool career may be 
over 

LONDON fR) — Brace Grobbelaar’s 13-year Liverpool 
career looks like ending after the Zimbabwean international 
failed to agree a new contract. The 36-year-old goalkeeper was 
only offered a one-year deal, tretearf of the two years he 
wants, and is expected to move on. “Everything has to come 
to an end at some point, doesn't it?” he said Friday. 
Grobbelaar lost his place to ex- Watford keeper David James 
in February after a hamstring injury. Last season be was 
loaned to Stoke but returned to Liverpool for this campaign, 
playing 36 consecutive games. 

Chinese runners pull out of London 
Marathon 

LONDON (AP) — China's record-breaking women distance 
runners have pulled out of next week’s London Marathon, 
organisers said Friday. The confirmation came one day after 
the Chinese team withdrew without explanation from Sun- 
day’s Bob Hasan 10-kilometre road race in Jakarta, Indonesia. 
London Marathon officials received a fax Friday from Huang 
Zhi, general secretary of the Chinese Athletic Association, 

‘ saying the athletes had been- unable -to t rai n- recently due to 
“bad health.” “Although we have tried very hard in many 
ways, the runners are still not able to bear the marathon,” the 
fax said. 


GOREN BRIDGE 


WTTH OMAR SHARIF 
ATANHAH HIRSCH 
ei«n Tiauna MMi Soticm. me. 

CUT" TO THE DEATH 


Both vulnerable. South deals. 
NORTH - 
ft K Q 3 
9K7 2 
0 A K J 3 
ft J 10 2 

WEST EAST 

*8642 ft J 9 6 

10 8 v J 9 6 6 4 3 

094 0Q10 86 

ft Q 9 7 6 5 ft Void 

SOUTH 
ft A 10 7 , 

T AQ 
0 7 5 2 
ft A K 84 3 
The bidding: 

South West North East 

1 NT Pass 6 NT Pass 

Pass Pass 
Opening lead: Two of ft 
Tie French word for a finesse, 
translated literally, means cot. But 
sometimes it is the user who get s 
niched. 

North-South were using a 16-18 
point range for their one-no-trump 
opening bids. North, assured of a 
combined point count of at least 33 
points no more than 35, knew a 
»m»n glam was odds on, while a 
grand slam was a poor bet. The opti- 
mum contract was reached in the 
frriwlmnm n umb er of bd&. 

West led a spade and declarer saw 
no problem. The first trick was won 
in dummy and the jack of clubs was 


led for a finesse. South’s bubble 
burst quickly when East d i sca r ded a 
heart. 

With only three tricks now avail- 
able in dubs and 11 overall, declarer 
was forced to resort to the diamond, 
finesse. That, too, failed and the 
'slam went down a trick. 

Declarer's play was certainly right 
at duplicate, since it might have 
brought in a precious overtrick if the 
queen of dobs were oxuide. The 
contract was in jeopardy only on the 
actual distribution, but it was taking 
an unnecessary risk at rubber 
bridge. There was a way to guaran- 
tee the contract even Aga i ns t a 5-0 
dub split. 

Declarer must win the spade in 
dummy, cross to hand with a high 
heart and imme d i at el y lead a low 
dub toward -dummy. If East nil 
the dubs, declarer will later be able 
to take a finesse for the. nine to bring 
in four tricks. As the cards he, West 
must play low and the ten wins. 
Declarer returns to hand with a 
heart to lead another dub, and no 
matter what West does, four tricks 
in die suit and the shun can be un- 
derwritten. Note that, if declarer 
wins the first spade in hand. West 
can defeatrthe contract by winning 
the queen of dubs on the second 
round and returning a heart, remov- 
ing declarer’s only remaining side 
entry prematurely. 
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Cinema Tel.: 6 
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DEAD AGAIN 

Shows; 12:30. 3:30. 6:15. 8:30. 10:30 


Basketball federation today opens 
’94 season withU-22 championship 


By Aleen Bannayan 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The 1994 bas- 
ketball season opens Satur- 
day when nine basketball 
teams return to action in the 
first of the season’s 12 sche- 
duled local competitions — 
the under -22 championship. 

According to the Jordan 
Basketball Federation (JBF) 
1994 schedule, the season 
was to have commenced Feb. 
12 with the All-Star tourna- 
ment which was abruptly can- ' 
celled when most veterans 
refused to play when they 
learned of their exclusion 
from the national team fol- 
lowing their disappointing re- 
sults in the Asian Cham- 
pionships in Jakarta. 

The JBF seems to have 
chosen the under -22 cham- 
pionship to begin the season 
since the competition was in- - 
definitely postponed 
throughout the past season 
until the organisers were 
compelled to cancel it in 
1993. 

This had a negative effect 
on most teams, as players 
who were registered as just 
nnder-22 in 1993, cannot join 
their teams in 1994. JBF rules 
this year stipulate that only 
those bom after 1973 can 
compete in this age group. 
Hence, a large number of 
players who bad prepared to 
compete last year will again 
miss the competition. 

Therefore, titleholders A1 
Orthodoxi, who won the last 
U-22 championship in 1992 
have opted not to compete 
this year. The nine competing 
teams have been divided into 
two groups: The 'first includes 
AI Ahli, A1 Abbasi, Homent- 


men, Abu Nusair and Yax- 
mouk. The second group in- 
cludes Al Jalil, AI Jazireh, A] 
Waiani, and Gazzet Hashem. 

Al Ashrafieh were to have 
competed among the second 
group, but later announced 
they were pulling out. Simi- 
larly Al Hussein, AI Karak, 
Al Wifaq. Anjarah, Al Maf- 
raq and Al Husun clubs will 
miss the competition. 

The nine teams will play a 
preliminary round, after 
which the top two teams in 
each group will advance to* 
the final round in which four 
teams will compete for the 
first of the season's titles. 

According to the JBFs 
1994 regulations, first divi- 
sion teams are required to 
compete in at least two age 
groups, while second division 
teams in only one age group. 

This year the first division 
includes only seven teams: Al 
Ahli, Al Orthodoxi, Jazireh, 
Jalil, Watani, Hussein and 
Homentmen. Two teams will 
be relegated in 1994 and only 
one team wilt be promoted 
from the second division 
making the total number of 

U-22 schedule of matches 


competing teams only six in 
1995 compared to eight until 
1993. 

The rest of the season’s 
competitions are scheduled 
as follows: 

— Third division cham- 
pionship May 1-21 

— U-14 competition May 
1-20 

— U-16 competition June 
10-30 

— Mini basketball tourna- 
ment July 1-21 

— Women’s championship 

July 3-21 

— U-18 competition July 
1-Aug. 7 

— Second division cham- 
pionship Aug. 8 -Sept. 7 

— First division cham- 
pionship Oct. 21-Nov. 30. 

In addition, the JBF will 
supervise Al Jazireh’s 
women's basketball cham- 
pionship in July, and will 
organise a competition on the 
occasion of His Majesty King 
Hussein's birthday in Novem- 
ber and the Jordan Cup in 
December. 

The men’s national team is 
also scheduled to compete in 
the Asian Games in Hiroshi- 
ma in October. 


Group 1 (at Sports Palace) 5 p.m. and 630 p.m. respectively 
Sat. 9/4: Ahli vs. Yarmouk & Abbasi vs. Abu Nusair 
Tue. 12/4: Ahli vs. Abu Nusair & Abbasi vs. Homentmen 
Fri. 15/4: Yarmouk vs. Abbasi & Abu Nusair vs. Homentmen 
Wed. 20/4: Abu Nusair vs. Yarmouk & Ahli vs. Homentmen 
Sat. 23/4: Homentmen vs. Yarmouk & Ahli vs. Abbasi 

Group 2 (at Yarmouk University court) 

Fri. 15/4 Jalil vs. Gazzet Hashem & Jazireh vs. Waiani 
Fri. 22/4 Jalil vs. Watani & Gazzet Hashem vs. Jazireh 
Fri. 29/4 Jalil vs. Jazireh & Watani vs. Gazzet Hashem 


Harper lifts Knicks over Cavaliers 


Lendl slumps but Sampras, 
Chang reach Japan semis 


TOKYO (R) — Top seed Pete 
Sampras overcame a spirited 
challenge Friday to join second 
seed Michael Chang in the 
semifinals of the Japan Open, 
but fourth seed Ivan Lendl 
crashed out. 

American Sampras edged a 
step closer to defending his 
title outlasting seventh seed 
Patrick Rafter of Australia 6-1 
5-7 6*1. 

Sampras faces 11 th seed 
Swede Henrik Holm in Satur- 
day's semifinal. Holm over- 
came a sluggish start and first 
set deficit to brush aside the 
34-year-old Lendl. 

The Czech-born American, 
a winner here 14 years ago, 
bowed out 7-5 1-6 2-6 after 
waiting nearly three houn be- 
fore playing due to technical 
complications with the retract- 
able roof at the Ariake Col- 
osseum. 

Sampras was in indomitable 
form, powering his heavy serve 
and using deft volleys and lobs 
to outwit his Australian oppo- 
nent and extend his winning 
Streak to 19 matches. 

Sampras sped through the 
first set and looked poised to 
wrap up the match serving at 
5-3 up in the second set. 

“I basically rushed my ser- 
vice game. 1 was looking for- 
ward to the victory and left it 
slip out of my hands." the 
22 -year-old said afterwards. 

Fellow-American Chang. 



Michael Chang 

shrugged off the poor torm 
which denied him the defence 
of his title at last week's Osaka 
Salem Open to outmanouevre 
American David Wheaton 7-t> 
6-3. 

The world number eight de- 
lighted his huge following of 
Japanese fans as he served and 
returned consistently well and 
executed uncannily deceptive 
lobs over his lowering oppo- 
nent at the net. 


"For me, it was a good wur 
today. I felt like I accom- 
plished something out there, 
beating a guy who has won 4 
lot of mulches against me in 
the last three years,” Chang 
said, referring to his last five 
defeats by Wheaton. 

Chang next faces third- 
seeded Boris Becker of Ger- 
many who heat last year's 
runner-up, American fifth seed 
Brad Gilbert. 6-3 6-0. 


Sabatini rallies to beat Coetzer 


NEW YORK (R) — Derek 
Harper hit a 3-pointer with 6.7 
seconds left in overtime to lift 
the New York Knicks to a 
97-94 victory over the Cleve- 
land Cavaliers late Thursday. 

Harper, who also began the 
overtime period with a 3- 
pointer, equalled his high point 
.total as a Knick with 22. 

Charles Oakley scored a 
season-high 24 points and pul- 
led down 15 rebounds for New 
York, which has won 16 of its 
last 17 games and nine straight 
at home. 

Terrell Brandon scored 21 
points and John Williams had 
IS points and 16 rebounds for 
the Cavaliers, who were swept 
7-0 in their season series with 
the Knicks. 

Rolando Blackman scored 
14 points and Anthony Mason 
and Patrick Ewing added 12 
each for New York, which 
opened a two-game lead over 
Atlanta in the Eastern Confer- 


ence and needs one win to 
clinch its second straight 
Atlantic Division title. 

At New Jersey, Derrick Col- 
eman scored 24 points and 
Armon Gilliam and Kevin Ed- 
wards keyed a fourth-point 
surge that powered the Nets to 
a 93-87 victory over the Atlan- 
ta Hawks. 

Kerin Willis scored 18 points' 
to lead the Hawks, who have 
lost three of their last four 
games. The Nets have beaten 
Atlanta the last four times they 
have met in New Jersey. 

New Jersey pulled even with 
Indiana for seventh in the con- 
ference and leads Miami by 1 Vi 
games in the race for the eighth 
and final playoff spot. 

Gilliam scored five points 
and Edwards four in an 11-6 
ran early in the fourth quarter 
that stretched New Jersey's 
lead to 81-73. Gilliam scored 
seven of his 12 points in the 
fourth quarter. 


Coleman sealed the victory 
with a jumper with 1:36 left 
that made it 89-84. Coleman 
grabbed a game-high 13 re- 
bounds and New Jersey guard 
Kenny Anderson scored 10 
points with -l l assists. 

In Denver. Reggie Williams 
scored 24 points and Dikembe 
Mutumbo got his second 
straight triple-double as the 
Nuggets snapped a four-game 
losing streak with a 104-90 
victory over the Seattle Super- 
sonics. 

Williams scored seven points 
in a 17-6 game-ending run that 
snapped Seatle’s nine-game 
winning screak. 


AMELIA ISLAND. Florida 
(R) — Fourth-seeded Gabriela 
Sabatini of Argentina refused 
to surrender a match she 
seemed destined to lose and 
beat ninth-seeded Amanda 
Coetzer of South Africa 4-6. 
6 - 0 . 6-1 in the third round of 
the $400,000 Bausch Lomb 
Championships Thursday. 

Top-seeded Spaniard Arant- 
xa Sanchez Vicario. who defe- 
ated two-time defending cham- 
pion Sabatini to win last year’s 
title, moved into the quarter- 
finals with a quick 6 - 0 , 6-2 
victory over Laurence Courtois 
of Belgium. 

Second-seeded Conchita 
Martinez of Spain, who won 
last week’s event at Hilton 
Head, posted a 6-2. 6-3 win 
over 13th-seeded Leila Meskhi 
of Georgia. 

The quarter-final pairings pit 
Sanchez against lOth-seeded 
Sabine Hack. Martinez against 
sixth-seeded Lindsav Daven- 


port. third-seeded Martina 
Navratilova against Oh- 
seeded Chanda Rubin and 
Sabatini against seventh- 
seeded Mary Pierce. 

The sixth-ranked Sabatini is 
hoping to win her fourth 
Bausch Lomb Championships 
title and end a 32-iournamcnt 
title drought. She has not won 
a tournament since taking the 
Italian Open in May 1992. 

When Sabatini netted an 
easy forehand volley at 30-4U 
in the tenth game 16 yield the 
opening set she let out an 
anguished grunt that showed 
she is human — and that tennis 
without winning isn't as much 
fun as she keeps insisting. 

"I didn't want to lose that 
set. That’s why I screamed.” 


Sabatini said after the one. - 
hour, 41 minute match, "i ■ 
thought 1 played good tennis in 
that first set. 1 maintained my , 
mind in the match.” 

After losing the first set. - 
Sabatini won the next 10 games ■ 
before the 15th- ranked Coet-' -2 
2 er held her sene in the fifth * 
game of the third set. 

“As the match went on the 
score got worse and worse." ' 
said Coeuer. who has beaten * 
Sabatini once in six meetings. * 
"After a while I lost my cool a ; 
bit. I just couldn't get in ' 
back.” _ ■ 

When Coetzer double 
faulted twice at 30-30 to lose ~ ' 
the first game of the third setl 
the match was all but over. . • 


APARTMENT FOR RENT 

Consists of two rooms, lounge, salon, kitchen and 
bathroom, with central heating. 

Location: Sweifieh 

Please call tel. 829295 


T resolve to stop 
sucking my thumb!' 


I Wear My Birth Stone 




AJAN1 


Amra Hotel 
Amman 


FOR RENT 

A first floor super deluxe flat as a villa, 240 sq. metres, 
with separate entrance and central heating. 
Location: Doctors’ Quarter, Tla’ Al Ali, Amman 

Please call tel: 683852 


New 


yssssssssssssssssssss/ 



Courses 


'///SSS/SS/S/SS/S/SSS/Ss,. 


Cultural 


The 


☆ New Spanish language courses 

☆ Multi audio visual materials 

☆ Special time for beginners 

☆ AN levels 

☆ All classes start on 11 April 1994 




Registration is open now 


For further information please call tel. 
610858, the Spanish Cultural Centre, Jabal 
Amman, Third Circle. 

Daily except Friday and Sunday from 8:00 
a.m. till 1:00 p.m. and from 2:00 to 8:00 p.m. 



MODERN MONTESSORI SCHOOL (MMS) 

P.O. Box 2444 Shmeisani, Amman- Jordan 
Telephone: 6605031, Fax: 684905 

We are pleased to announce that registration for grades 1 to 6 is now open for the scholastic year 1994.1995. 

We are glad to inform you that the students will be attending their classes in the new permanent school campus 
currently under construction on an 18,000 sq m. land opposite A! Hussein Medical Centre and which will be 
completed by June 1994. The school has been designed to meet the highest international standards and will be 
operating in accordance with the Montessori method of education. The school will have properly equipped 
laboratories, library, cafeteria, gallery, indoor swimming pool, gymnasium, indoor & outdoor playgrounds. 

The world today has become so fast-paced and competitive that it is more important than ever tor our children to 
emerge as self-reliant, intelligent, motivated individuals who will fully develop their potential. Our system offers your 
children this opportunity. 

Montessori is both a philosophy of child growth and a method of guiding such growth It is based on the child's 
innate need and capacity to develop intellectual and physical abilities, and provides a carefully prepared 
environment designed lo meet and direct these capacities. Our system ot education is child centred and is based on 
mutual respect and cooperation. The innate creativity of the child is realised in curriculum activities from art and 
music, to mathematics and science. 

The Modern Montessori School aims to trigger and guide your child’s social, emotional, intellectual, physical and 
cultural development and prepare him ideally for life by giving him a sound mind, a balanced personality and a 
healthy outlook. “For the child is the constructor of man and so of society.** (Dr. Maris Montessori) 

For more information and registration, call us at the above numbers or come lo our, present location in Shmeisani during 
die following office hours: 

From 8:00 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. 
from 4:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m. 

Except Thursdays and Fridays. 


Modem Montessori School and staff accredited by: 

L. M.C. London Montessori Centre. 

M. A.T.S. Montessori Association Of Teachers & Schools. 

M.A.C.T.E. Montessori Accreditation Council for Teacher 

Education 


Cinema Tel.: 699238 

Cinema Tel.: 677420 

PLAZA 

CONCORD 

Olivier Gruner 
IN 

CONCORD *1’ 
Hook 

Shows: 12:30. 3:00, 6 JO. 8 JO. 10:30 ' 


CONCORD <2* 

Stows: 1230. 3=15. 5. 630, 830. 1030 

Demolition Man 

Shows: 12J0, 3:30, 6:15, 8:30, 10J0 


Td.:. 618274 - 618275 

AMMOUN THEATRE 

Tel.: 675571 

Nabfl Al Mashini Theatre 

Nabil & Hisham's Td.: 625155 

AHLAN THEATRE 

Opening Soon 
A political comedy 
Forbidden x Forbidden 


Two more weeks before the per- 
formances of the political comedy 

“Ahlan Arab 
Summit Conference" 

Come to an end 
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SKUKUZA. South Africa 
(AP) — With just 20 days 
before South Africa's first all- 
race election. President F.W. 
-De Klerk and Nelson Mandela 
■ began a summit Friday with 
.Zulu narionJist leaders (hat was 
hoped to halt violent opposi- 
tion to the vote. 

Mr. De Klerk and the Afri- 
can National Congress (ANC) 
president met with Zulu King 
Goodwill Zwelethini and In- 
katha Freedom Party leader 
Mangosuthu Buthelezi at a 
game camp in the Kruger Na- 
ture Reserve on South Africa's 
northeastern border with 
Mozambique. 

A government spokesman 
said King Zweiithini arrived at 
Jakkels Berry Camp near Sku- 
kuza late Thursday. 

He held 5V5 hours of talks 
with Mr. Mandela and ANC 
officials on Friday morning be- 
fore being joined by Mr. De 
Klerk and Mr. Buthelezi. 

■ The government spokesman 
said the talks between Mr. 
Mandela and the Zulu king, 
who was accompanied by 20 
Induna, or tribal headmen, 
appeared to have gone well. 

Despite the secrecy sur- 
rounding the unprecedented 
summit, the issues to be discus- 
sed were well-known. 

King Zwelethini and Mr. 



S. African leaders begin 


Buthelezi are demanding a 
sovereign Zulu state to avoid 
ANC domination after the 
April 26-28 vote, which is ex- 
pected to be won easily by Mr. 
Mandela's group. Opposition 
to the election has sparked 
fierce fighting between pro- 
and anti-election groups in 
Natal province, which includes 
the Zulu homeland Kwazulu . 

The first sign were not prom- 
ising. The Zulu monarch 
issued a pre-summit statement 
saying he was offended that he 
had not previously met face-to- 
face with Mr. Mandela in the 
four years since the ANC lead- 
er was released from prison. 
He also upbraided the ANC 
leadership for not following 
proper protocol in dealing with 
a Zulu king. 

“A Zulu king is not just 
another black leader who 
should be approachable by just 
anybody." king's statement 
said with characteristic Zulu 
chauvinism. 

Mr. Mandela planned pri- 
vate talks with the king before 
the four-way meeting to per- 
suade him to relax hk stance 
and possibly accept a ceremo- 
nial role as king of NataF 
Kwazulu under an ANC gov- 
ernment. Agreement on the 


king's status is considered the 
key to the wnmit's success, 
because most of the nation's 
seven to eight million Zulus 
consider him their paramount 
leader. 

If the king accepted a cere- 
monial role, that could per- 
suade Mr. Buthelezi to back 
down on his demand for an 
independent monarchy, raising 
the possibility of peaceful vot- 
ing in Natal. 

Even if King Zwelethini and 
Mr. Buthelezi ended their 
boycott, however, they were 
expected to press for a delay in 
the election to give Inkatha 
time to campaign. Mr. 
Buthelezi already has made 
dear he wants the vote put off, 
something the ANC and gov- 
ernment reject. 

On the eve of the summit, 
Mr. Buthelezi stood defiant, 
saying neither military force 
nor a cutoff of funds from 
Pretoria would make him drop 
his demand for Zulu sovereign- 
ty- 

“You cannot hope to suc- 
cessfully impose your will on 
an unwilling people... even 
with force of arms. It just 
doesn't work. It has not work- 
ed, and it should not work.” he 
told foreign reporters in an 
interview Thursday in the 
Kwazulu capital, Ulundi. 


Mr. De Klerk declared a 
state of emergency in Natal on 
March 31 and sent in hundreds 
more police and soldiers to 
quell political violence be- 
tween supporters of the ANC 
and Inkatha. But at least 120 
people have died since then, 
and the violence has cast doubt 
on whether a fair vote will be 
possible in large parts of Natal. 

At a news conference Thurs- 
day, the country’s chief elec- 
toral officer. Judge Johann 
Kriegler, rejected the idea of 
postponing elections in Natal 
while they go ahead in the rest 
of the country. 

The summit, the first to 
bring together the four leaders, 
was called after a Zulu march 
through downtown Johannes- 
burg sparked street battles 
March 28 that killed at least 53 
people, most of them Zulus. 

At least 11,000 blades have 
died in political violence in the 
last three years, most of them 
in clashes linked to the ANC- 
Inkatha war. 

Inkatha accuses the ANC of 
being a communist-dominated 
organisation that will impose a 
dictatorship if it comes to pow- 
er. It says the ANC wants to 
crash the Zulu culture and 
points to its plans to abolish 
ethnic homelands such as Kwa- 
zulu. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Israel captures four unarmed infiltrators' 

TEL AVTV (AP) — Four unarmed infiltrators crossed into 
Israel Friday from Jordan near a Golan Heights settlement 
and were captured by Israeli soldiers, the army announced. 
Israel Radio reported they were Iraqis seeking 'asylum. A 
patrol caught the four before dawn near Mevo Hamma in the 
Golan Heights, which Israel seized from Syria in the 1967 
Mideast war. The crossing was near the intersection of the 
frontiers of the three countries. Major General Dani Yatom, 
bead of the centra! command, said the group appeared to be 
civilians but refused to confirm if they were Irakis seeking 
asylum. He criticised Jordan for letting the group slip through. 
‘The evidence is that the Jordanian army was not able to 
prevent the infiltration from their territory into Israel,” Gen. 
Yatom said. "I know that they are doing quite a bit to prevent 
this, but they have to draw conclusions after this infiltration.” 
The army dosed off the area, lit up the sky with flares and 
conducted an all-out search of the Hammat Gader hot springs 
where the crossing took place. 

Prague blocks arms trade deal with Iran 

PRAGUE, Czech Republic (AP) — The Czech government 
has blocked the export of military technology to Iran, which 
was planned by a military trading group, a Defence Ministry 
official said Thursday. The RDP group associating 40 Czech 
arms producers applied earlier this year for a licence to export 
maintenance technology for Soviet designed T-72 tanks to 
Iran, Defence Ministry spokesman Jiri Sila said in a telephone 
interview. But the deal .was blocked by the government as it 
could damage Czech interests abroad, he said. According to 
the daily Mlada Fronta Dnes, the deal was worth $500 million. 
Under current legislation, no weapons trade licence may be 
issued without approval by die defence, interior and foreign 
ministries. The legislation also applies to trade with military 
equipment, spare parts, maintenance and other services 
carried out abroad. None of the three ministries approved the 
. deal. In 1993, the Czech Republic exported weapons and other 
military equipment worth $167 million, $17 million more than 
..the entire Czechoslovak exports in 1992 — the year before the 
Czechoslovak federation split. 

Group protests reporters* injuries in W. Bank 

PARIS (R) — The press watchdog Reporters Sans Frontiers 
has said Israeli troops had wounded several journalists in the 
occupied West Bank on Sunday and asked Prime Minister 
‘Yitzhak Rabin to find out who was responsible. The French- 

• based group said a Palestinian cameraman with Britain's WTN 
-television was shot in the leg and a Belgian RTBF television 

crew and a reporter with the French newspaper Liberation 
were hurt by a grenade. “Our group asks you to use your 
influence so that military authorities respect the physical 

- integrity of journalists and a probe is carried out to identify the 
authors of those aggressions,” the group said in a message to 

■ Mr. Rabin. 

Cloud of desert dust blankets Cyprus 

- NICOSIA ( AP) — A dense cloud of desert dust blanketed this 

• island Wednesday, causing complaints of breathing difficulties 
. and poor driving visibility. The head of the meteorological 

services, Cleanthis Philaniotis. said prevailing winch blew in 
the yellowish pall from North Africa. He said the phenomenon 
occurs about once in five years, but is often unnoticeable. 

' Wednesday's cloud was uncommonly thick. The Cyprus News 
reported widespread complaints of respiratory trouble by 
people suffering from heart ailments, asthma and allergies. It 
said 30 predominantly elderly people needed treatment at 
. Nicosia general hospital. ' 

'Gunmen shoot up Kuwait University building 

KUWAIT (R) — Gunmen in a speeding car shot up a Kuwait 
University building on Thursday, damaging a residential unit 
used by security guards, the Interior Ministry said. Security 
.officers were investigating the attack by unidentified gunmen 
;on the building in the Khaldieh area, a statement quoted by 
the official Kuwait News Agency late on Thursday said. 

Jet scrambles aloft to check 74? landing gear 

, TEL AVIV (AP) — Israel sent a fighter jet aloft to fly dose to 
an El Al Boeing 747 arriving from London to check if the 
wheels were down after cockpit lights indicated faulty lading 
gear, airport officials said Friday. After circling for 90 minutes 
over the Mediterranean and dumping fuel the plane landed 
safely with just 15 minutes of fuel left. About 100 ambulances 
and fire trucks had rushed to the landing strip of Ben Gurion 
international airport shortly after 10 p.m. Thursday in 
preparation for the emergency landing of the plane, which had 
390 passengers .aboard. The aircraft twice swooped low past 
the control tower where projectors lit its underbelly to see if 
the wheels had extended. They were visible but the tower 
couid not confirm if they had locked in place. An Israeli air 
force F-15 was sent up for a'look. and the F-15 pilot reported 
that the landing gear appeared in position, said Danny Sadeh. 
a reporter of the Yedioth Ahronot daily on the plane. The 
passengers were told to crouch in crash position for landing. 
Among the passengers was Israeli singer Ofra Haza. survivor 
of an earlier plane crash. “In the last crash, we simply fell and 
I didn't have time to think of anything,” Ms. Haza told army 
radio. "On this flight, we had a whole hour to think of life, 
familv, parents. It was a very tense hour.” The plane had been 
hit by lightening shortly after takeoff from London s Heath- 
row airport at 4 p.m. (1300 GMT) Thursday. 


Hebron killer’s widow 
says he felt ‘unprotected’ 


TEL AVTV (Agencies) — The 
widow of the Hebron mosque 
killer said her husband often 
complained the Israeli army 
had failed to do its job protect- 
ing Jewish settlers. 

But Miriam Goldstein said 
in testimony given secretly on 
Wednesday and made public 
on Friday that her husband 
Baruch's slaughter of some 
dozens of Palestinians at the 
Ibrahimi mosque on Feb. 25 
puzzled her to this day. 

She demanded the return of 
die handgun which Goldstein 
carried, but did not use, in the 
mosque and appealed to the 
five-member commission for 
information on how he died at 
the hands of survivours. 

Police have said a Galilon 
assault rifle found inside the 
shrine was the weapon used in 
the killings. 

“He always complained ab- 
out the helplessness of the 
Israeli government, of the 
army, of the police — that they 
don’t do their jobs properly, 
and that we axe abandoned and 
our lives abandoned,” she told 


the panel, which issued the 
transcript. 

She said she could not ex- 
plain why her husband, a U.S.- 
born doctor, had turned into a 
kfller. The couple had been 
married 12 years. 

“It’s still an enigma for me, 
that's the truth. All die time I 
am trying to turn this matter 
over and over, I have yet to 
arrive at an answer,” she said. 

The transcript was released a 
day after Israeli police de- 
tained three Muslim guards 
who they said were on duty at 
the site where the massacre 
occurred, and refused to testify 
previously. 

Walk! Sharif, Ismail Hasal- 
moun and Mohammad Abu 
Salah had refused to cooperate 
with the Israeli commission of 
inquiry, believing its 1 findings 
would be tainted by an Israeli 
bias. 

Other Muslim witnesses 
have testified, and the three 
guards spoke to the commis- 
sion's judges when the com- 
mission toured the site at the 
beginning of proceedings. 


Hamas urges Arafat to 
halt peace talks for year 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The Islamic Re- 
sistance Movement. Hamas, 
an opponent of any negotiated 
settlement with Israel, has cal- 
led on Palestinian leader Yas- 
ser Arafat to suspend peace 
talks with Israel for one year, 
saying the group is going to 
intensify armed struggle 
against the Jewish state and 
force it to withdraw from the 
occupied territories without 
conditions. 

Hamas, in a statement re- 
leased Thursday, also assured 
Mr. Arafat, chairman of the 
Palestine Liberation Organisa- 
tion (PLO). that the group 
would not undermine bis status 
as president of the State of 
Palestine during the called-for 
one year period. 

Obviously buoyed by the 
suicide attack by one of its 
members who killed seven 
Israelis and himself with a car- 
bomb attack in the town of 
Afula on Wednesday. Hamas 
asserted that it was paving the 
way for a voluntary Israeli 
withdrawal from the occupied 
territories. 

It said the Afula attack 
would be followed by “four 
other operations” in revenge 
for the Feb. 25 massacre of 
Palestinian worshippers by a 
Jewish settler at Hebron's 
Ibrahimi Mosque. 

According to Hamas, such 
operations would eventually 
force Israel to undertake an 
“unconditional withdrawal” 
from the occupied territories. 

Hamas advocates a total eli- 
mination of the state of Israel. 
Its leaders say that all Jews 
should leave the land of Pales- 
tine and go back where they 
came from or the U.S. and 
Europe should absorb them as 
their nationals. The group says, 
its objective is to create an 
Islamic puritan state in all of 
Palestine. 

There was no immediate ex- 
planation whether Hamas was 
signalling a shift in position by 
referring to an Israeli with- 
drawal from the occupied terri- 
tories only in Thursday’s state- 
ment. 

The statement eulogised 


Ra’d Zakarneh, a member of 
Izzeddine Al Qassam, Hamas’ 
military wing, who carried out 
Wednesday's Afula attack and 
conferred upon him an hon- 
ourary “doctorate” — an in- 
direct reference to Baruch 
Goldstein, the Israeli settler 
and physician who carried out 
the Hebron mosque massacre. 
Goldstein either killed himself 
or was killed by survivors of his 
attack. 

Relatives of Zakarneh, who 
was 19, meanwhile celebrated 
his “martyrdom.” 

A gathering was held Thurs- 
day in Maij A] Hamam outside 
Amman, where the suicide 
bomber's uncle lives. 

“The whole family is happy 
that my nephew sacrificed his 
life for the sake of our national 
cause,” Ra'd Zakaroeh's uncle, 
Walid Abdullah Zakarneh, 
told reporters. 

He said Palestinians would 
like to “see more strikes on 
Israelis who are occupying our 
lands and killing our people.” 
the Associated Press reported. 

Ra'd Zakamefr, a native of 
the village of Qabatiya in the 
occupied West Bank about 10 
kilometres from Afula, was re- 
leased from prison a year ago 
and was consumed by the idea 
of waging "holy war” against 
Israel, according to a distant 
cousin. Ali Zakarneh. 

“What he did was religious 
vengeance,” Ali Zakarneh was 
quoted as saying. “He was a 
strong believer in Islam since 
he was 10 years old.” 

Walid Zakarneh stud Ra'd 
was a member of Mr. Arafat’s 
Fateh faction who switched 
allegiance to Hamas after the 
PLO and Israel signed their 
historical self-rule accord on 
Sept. 13. 

According to Ali. Zakarneh, 
the bomber was jailed for 60 
days in an Israeli prison in the 
beginning of 1993. When he 
was released, he had bruises c 
his face and abdomen. 

Ali Zakarneh said the famif 
had gone to the Israeli human 
rights group Betselem and 
Israeli Arab parliamentarian 
Has hem Mahameed to com- 
plain about his torture and 
abuse in jail. 



SEOUL PROTESTS: South Korean university 
students stream through the streets in an anti- 
government and anti- American protest on Fri- 
day saying the U.S. is provoking a war by 


mflamirw a nudear threat from North Korea. 
They also Mamed the U.S. for opening the 
country’s rice market to imports (AFP photo) 


Massacres in Kigali 


(CoothiBed from page 1) 

ty were fighting presidential 
guards. 

A European speaking by 
telephone Friday said gunfire 
had raged nearly nonstop since 
dawn Thursday. “It's out of 
the question to go into the 
streets, because there's too 
many aimed gangs,” he said. 

Tracers lit up the sky over- 
night, and heavy arms were 
being fired, he said, speaking 
on condition of anonymity. 

Fighting on Friday included 
heavy weapons and mortar, 
French Cooperation Minister 
Michel Roussin said in Paris. 
He said more than 50 Rwan- 
dans, including ministers, high- 
ranking civil servants and their 
families have taken refuge in 
the French embassy, where 
they are being protected by 
about 30 French soldiers. 

The Paris office of the huma- 
nitarian group Doctors With- 
out Borders said Friday that its 
teams in Kigali reported foe 
city’s hospitals and clinics over- 
flowing with wounded. Other 
teams reported ethnic fighting 
in southern Rwanda, the group 
said. 

Prime Minister Uwiling- 
iyamana was dragged from a 
U.N. compound and killed by 
presidential guards in front of 
U.N. volunteers Thursday, 
U.N. sources said. She had 
escaped to the compound after 
soldiers disarmed her U.N. 
guards when she left home, file 
sources said. 

Ten of the slam U.N. sol- 
diers were Belgians guarding 
Uwflingiyamana, said a com- 
munique from file Belgian de- 
fence ministry in Brussels. 
U.N. spokesman Fred Eck- 


hard said in New York that an 
Uth body had not been identi- 
fied. 

The men were surrounded, 
'disarmed, taken to a military 
camp, then tortured and killed, 
their commander, Belgian Col- 
onel Luc Marchal, told RTBF 
public radio in Belgium. 

The U.N. soldiers were part 
of a 2,500-man peacekeeping 
force sent to administer a 
peace accord between the gov- 
ernment of the Tutsi rebel 
army. 

The estimated 700 presiden- 
tial guards are dominated by 
Hutu hardliners, who have 
been leery of the peace accord. 

Some U.N. diplomats said 
they believed the presidential 
guard was attempting to stop 
others in the government from 
claiming the presidency in 
Rwanda. 

Soldier killed 11 Roman 
Catholic nuns and eight 
priests, all of them African, 
said Jose M. de Vera, a 
spokesman at Jesuit headquar- 
ters in Rome. Three Belgian 
Jesuits were spared, he said. 

A Papal Nuncio source 
reached by telephone from 
Paris said 22 clergymen and 
women, all Rwandans, had 
been slain since the outbreak 
of fighting. Churches in Kigali 
“are fall of people looking for 
refuge,*’ the source said, 
speaking on condition of 
anonymity. 

“Several dozen” local em- 
ployees of Doctors Without 
Borders and other aid workers 
were lolled by the military, 
many in cold blood in front of 
other aid workers, the group’s 
spokeswoman, Anouk De- 
lafortrie, said Friday in Bel- 
gium. 


“The fighting and plunder- 
ing in Kigali continues un- 
abated,” she said. 

Presidential guards also kid- 
napped three cabinet minis- 
ters, U.N. officials said. 

Sources from the U.N. De- 
velopment Programme in New 
York said there were reports 
that two cabinet ministers and 
the president of the supreme 
court had been killed. Radio 
France Internationale cited un- 
identified diplomats as saying 
that Labour and Soda! Affairs 
Minister Landouald Ndasing- 
wa had been killed. 

Human Rights Watch in 
Washington said rights activist 
Moniqne Mnjawamaliya had 
been taken by troops and ex- 
pressed fears for her life. It 
said she had been threatened 
by security police previously 
because she exposed abuses. 

Activist Charles Shamukiga 
was also abducted, London- 
based Amnesty International 
said. 

The bloodshed began after a 
plane carrying the two presi- 
dents crashed while landing at 
Kigali’s airport. Rwanda's gov- 
ernment announced the plane 
was shot down “by unidenti- 
fied elements in circumstances 
which are still unclear.” 

Witnesses reported hearing 
heavy-weapons fire moments 
before the plane crashed, the 
French embassy in Kigali said. 
U.N. officials said U.N. 
peacekeepers were prevented 
from going to the crash site to 
check on the cause. 

Rwanda has been torn by 
divisions among ruling Hutus 
over the peace accord that 
Habyarimana signed in August 
calling for a new, broader- 
based government. Uwiling- 
iyamana was made acting 
prime minister after the peace 
accord. 


Holy See plays Israeli tune 


By G.H. Jansen 

IT HAS been reported that 
the Vatican is considering 
cancelling or postponing the 
Pope's visit to Lebanon as 
part of a projected pilgrimage 
to holy sites in the Middle 
East. The reason given is the 
tension generated by Maro- 
nite militants detonating a 
bomb that killed 10 worship- 
pers in a Maronite church in 
Beirut. That event should not 
impinge on a Papal visit but 
the further fact is that the 
always-troubled relations be- 
tween Islam and Christianity 
in the Middle East have been 
strained because of recent 
actions by the Vatican and a 
very inflammatory statement 
by the Pope. 

Because" These relations 
between the faiths were inim- 
ical from the emergence of 
Islam in the seventh century, 
the crusader invasion of the 
Middle East in the eleventh 
century found the local 
Christians divided in their 
loyalties The western Latin 
Christians of the Roman 
Catholic Church and its local 
affiliates, such as the Maro- 
nite church in Lebanon, 
allied themselves with the 
western invaders while the 
eastern Greek Orthodox 
Church either held aloof or 
joined the local Muslim rul- 
ers. 


thinking. Such were and are 
George Antonios, Constan- 
tin Zureik, Nabih Fans and 
Albert Hourani; a splendid 
tradition is being maintained 
’today by Dr. Edward Said. 
Nor must the contribution of 
men like Dr. George Habash 
be forgotten. It is men such 
as these who proved that 
there was not necessarily any 
rift or gap between Christian- 
ity and Arab nationalism. 
That great achievement — to 
counteract centuries of hostil- 
ity between the two ideas — 
Christianity and nationalism 
— is now being imperilled by 
the Vatican and the Pope. 


So much so that file Pope's 
representative in the Holy 
Land. Latin Patriarch of 
Jerusalem, Michel Sabbah, 
on Easter Sunday made a 
statement in which he sug- 
gested that the Pope should 
not visit Jerusalem until the 
whole Arab-Israeli dispute 
had been settled. 

The Pope’s response, made 
on the same day as the pat- 
riarch’s appeal, was in effect 
throwing oil on a smoulder- 
ing fire. He did this in an 
interview he gave to an 
American magazine, “Para- 
de”. on April 3, the Easter 
issue. In this interview the 
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That division has remained 
ever since so when the Arab 
countries achieved their inde- 
pendence after World War H 
the attitude of the Arab 
nationalists towards the 
Christian minorities was one 
of politely concealed suspi- 
cion of pro-western fifth col- 
umnists. And this despite the 
fact that some Arab Christ- 
ians had become leading fi- 
gures of the nationalist 
movements in their coun- 
tries, people like Paris Al 
Kboury in Syria, Makram 
Obeid in Egypt and Bechara 
Al Khoury in Lebanon. 

Besides these politicians. 
Christian Arab intellectuals 
made distinguished contribu- 
tions to Arab nationalist 


The Vatican in January this 
year finally decided to recog- 
nise Israel and to open di- 
plomatic relations with the 
Jewish state. The Vatican 
had refrained from doing so 
because of Israel's claim that 
Jerusalem was “the eternal 
capital” of that state, exclu- 
sively. The Arabs knew that 
at some time or other there 
would have to be relations 
between the Vatican and 
Israel but questions were 
raised about the timing of the 
Vatican move just when the 
Israelis and Arabs were ab- 
out to take up the Jerusalem 
issue. 

Also it was noted that the 
Vatican had not made its 
recognition of. Israel con- 
’ ditional on a mutually satis- 
factory solution of Jerusalem . 
The Vatican merely says that 
Israel should guarantee free 
access to Jerusalem of people 
of all faiths. 

Soon afterwards it was 
announced that the Pope 
would be making a pilgrim- 
age to Biblical sites in Leba- ' 
non, Jordan, Syria, Israel and 
Egypt, tentatively scheduled 
to begin in May. The feeling 
of many Arabs was expressed 
by Shiite leaders in Lebanon 
when they criticised the tim- 
ing of both the recognition 
and of the pilgrimage. Some 
Christian leaders in Lebanon 
a*-- ! • „ 

if for different reasons. 


Pope said: “It must be under- 
stood that Jews who for 2,000 
years were dispersed among 
the nations of the world had 
decided to return to the land 
of their ancestors. This is 
their right and this right is 
recognised even by those who 
look upon the nation of Israel 
with an unsympathetic eye.” 
A fairly obvious reference to 
the Arabs. Elsewhere in the 
interview the Pope spoke of 
the Jews’ “right” to have 
their own nation in Israel. 

It is the Pope’s use of the 
word “right” that makes 
these fighting words and on 
this point the Pope is both 
inaccurate and misleading. 

Thus, Yasser Arafat told 
this correspondent on at least 
three separate occasions that 
the PLO may recognise Israel 
but would “never, never” 
recognise Israel’s “right to 
exist” or recognise the Jews 
“right to return” because to 
do this would be to grant 
moral approval to Zionism 
and would deprive the 
Palestinians' and Arabs’ 
long-term anti-Zionist, anti- 
basis Strug ® le of its moral 

Indeed in saying what he 
said about israej’s -rights., 
me Pope admits that he is a 
Zjomst. And because of this 
be stormy pas- 
sageS in his forthcoming visit 
- B it 
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French media 
in unprecedented 
anti-AI DS bl itz -:p|. 

PARIS (R) — French media^ 
mobilised in an unprecedented^- 
joint effort to fight the spread® 
of AIDS as well as pubhc?% 
ignorance and prejudice about r^l 
the disease in the European 
country with the highest num-r^ 
ber of sufferers. In a rare break jy 
from the race for ratings, the 
seven main television channels 
ran a joint three-hour prog- 
ramme at peak evening view- \ 
ing time to explain the basic. » 
facts about the virus and help ■= 
raise funds for research. Pror ^ 
fessor Luc Montagnier, whoif 
discovered the AIDS virus m -j 
the 1980s told the star-studded' - 
“All Against AIDS” broadcast .* 
of bis hopes that scientists 
would .soon beat the deadly • 1- 
disease. “There is enormous : - 
cooperation among the world’s 7 
researchers ...I hope that the ; 
powerlessness of medicine-will * 
soon be over,” he said. Tearfa] 
actress Madeleine Robinson ; 
disclosed her 38-year-old - : 
daughter died of AIDS last . : 
January. “We no longer have '■ 
the right to hide this disease^.. I 
which some still call taboo,” . 
she said. President Francois ’ - 
Mitterrand visited AIDS siif- ' 
fercrs in hospital to show they 7 
should not be excluded from-: 
society. Dr. Montagnier earlier ' 
told the daily Le Figaro aware-- ■ 
ness of the AIDS danger has -I 
been late, both in the media .. 
and the political class, and the 
television experiment should -;' 
have come earlier. The disease : 
'kills 15 people a day in France, . - 
which has the highest number 
of AIDS cases in Europe! : 
There have been 32.000 since 
the epidemic began in 1981 and 
an estimated 150.000 people 
are know to be infected with 
■the Hrv virus which causes 
AIDS. 

Clinton slips 
while jogging 

WASHINGTON (AP) — 
President Bill Clinton took a ; 
spill while jogging around the 
tidal basin, the capital's popu- 
lar spring tourist attraction 
with its canopy of blooming 
pink-white cheny blossoms. It 
was “just a minor slip. He 
dusted himself off, got back on 
the trail,” said White House 
spokeswoman Dee Dee Myers. 

Mr. Clinton slipped on the 
moist ground along the water’s 
edge near the Jefferson Memo- 
rial. soiling the back of his 
white T-shirt. George Hirsh,’ 
one of several members of 
Roadrunners Club of America 
who accompanied the presi- 
dent on his morning run, said 
the fall didn't slow Mr . Clinton 
down. “After he fell he picked 
up the pace,” said Mr. Hirsh, 
publisher of Runner's World 
Magazine. 

Di gets buy with 
a little help -ft 

from a friend 

LONDON (R) — The Princess 
of Wales was helped out by a 
friend when a . department 
store told her it did not accept 
any credit cards apart from its . 
own chargecard. Princess Di- 
ana tried to use a standard 
credit card to buy two men’s 
shirts at a Marks 2 Spencers 
branch in the Wiltshire city of • 
Salisbury, west of London, a I 
store spokesman said. But the - 
estranged wife of Prince 
Charles, heir to the British 
throne, was told the chain did 
not take credit cards. “Happily ' 
for the princess, one of her 
male friends said Til pay' and ’ 
stepped in,” shop assistant 
Karen Sturgess told London’s 
Evening Standard newspaper. 

Rutskoi calls 
Zhirinovsky a 
‘clinical case’ 

PARIS (R) — Former Vice- 
President Alexander Rutskoi' • 
was quoted as saying that ultra- 
nationalist politician Vladimir 
Zhinnovsky was "a clinical 
case . , but could end up as 
president of Russia. In an in- 
terview with the French weekly 
LEyenement Du Jeudi. Mr. ‘ 

Mr “ ,d hc had nev< * met 
. ■ Zhinnovsky. whose far- 

!wM% Cra! Democratic Party 
1LUPR) won more votes than 

W other p arty in last Decern- #£• 
5 Sj! filamentary elections. 

But i consider he is above all 
a climca! case. You only have 

Mr h R h,s srate ments.” 

Mr- Rutskoi said. -He is prob- - 
ably concerned by R ussia ’S fate 
!? l \ ta ke him seriously 

S a rrt ! ? an ' M Mr ‘ R atskoi. a • 

ronfm t r year s P^'^en- : 

221 confrontation with Presi- • • 
Ye,ts i«‘ was^re- 
leased from prison after being 
amnested by the new p3 
ment in February. ■ - . 
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